
TRINITY COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Trinity County Library
Conference Room

351 Main Street
Weaverville, CA

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA
July 30, 2021

Chairman
Supervisor Jeremy Brown - District 4

Vice-Chairman
Supervisor Dan Frasier - District 5

Supervisor Keith Groves - District 1
Supervisor Jill Cox - District 2

Supervisor Liam Gogan - District 3

Richard Kuhns, Psy.D - County Administrative Officer / Clerk of the Board
Margaret E. Long - County Counsel

Emma Purvis - Deputy Clerk of the Board

The Trinity County Board of Supervisors welcomes you to its meetings which are regularly scheduled for the first and
third Tuesday of each month, unless altered to accommodate a holiday, starting at 9:00 a.m. at 351 Main Street,
Weaverville, California. 

This Board Agenda contains a brief, general description of each item to be considered. Supporting documentation is
available online at www.trinitycounty.org, at the County Administrative Office located at 11 Court Street, Room 230,
Weaverville, CA, during normal business hours, and in the Public Packet at the rear of the Board Chambers during
the meeting. 

If you would like to receive notification via email that the agenda has been posted, please send your request to
clerkoftheboard@trinitycounty.org. 

Members of the public wishing to present documents to the Board of Supervisors during the meeting must submit ten
(10) copies to the Deputy Clerk of the Board. 

During the meeting the Trinity County Board of Supervisors may take action sitting as the Board of Supervisors and
as the governing body of: The Trinity County Transportation Commission, the In-Home Supportive Services Authority,
the Consolidated Transit Services Agency, the Trinity County Board of Equalization, the Trinity County Housing
Authority and the Solid Waste Local Task Force. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodations for this meeting should notify
Emma Purvis at the County Administrative Office three (3) full business days prior to the meeting at (530) 623-1382 or
clerkoftheboard@trinitycounty.org.
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ZOOM INFORMATION

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/5950072851?pwd=RHp6TDhNajNJMVJHZFJlRmhacmJjUT09
 
Meeting ID: 595 007 2851
Passcode: 267684
 
Dial In:
1 (669) 900-6833
 
 
If you need assistance with Zoom please go to this website:
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362283-Testing-computer-or-device-
audio
 
Just a reminder that the chat feature is not the appropriate forum to ask questions
or provide comments.  This chat should only be used to notify us of technical
issues. No response will be given in acknowledgement or otherwise via the Zoom
chat.
 
Public Comment given via Zoom can only be done audibly (not via chat), and you
must either “Raise Your Hand” or use the chat to request your turn.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER IN OPEN SESSION

10:00 AM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

10:00 AM Public Hearings

Planning and Zoning

1.1 Conduct a public hearing to consider introducing, waiving the reading of and
extending Urgency Ordinance 315-850 enacted on June 15, 2021, imposing a
temporary moratorium on the issuance of new Commercial Cannabis Cultivation
Licenses (CCCL) in, and the transfer of existing CCCLs into, the Lewiston
community area for 10 months and 15 days.   
Unknown fiscal impact.

County Matters
These items include non-routine, or controversial matters and are listed alphabetically by department. A member of
the Board or Staff may request that an item be heard out of order.

Planning and Zoning

2.1 Continue from July 20, 2021 the appeal hearing to consider upholding, modifying
or overturning the Planning Commission's decision to make a determination for a
Mitigated Negative Declaration in accordance with the California Environmental
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Quality Act, and approve a Conditional Use Permit for Trinity Equipment &
Materials, LLC on Assessor's Parcel Number 024-220-56-00.  (Project Applicant:
Thomas Ballanco; Appellant: Citizens for Proper Community Planning).
Unknown fiscal impact.

Adjourn

July 30, 2021 Page 3 of 191



TRINITY COUNTY
Item Report  

Meeting Date: 7/30/2021  

Department:
Clerk of the Board

Contact: Phone:

Zoom Information

Requested Action:

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/5950072851?pwd=RHp6TDhNajNJMVJHZFJlRmhacmJjUT09
 
Meeting ID: 595 007 2851
Passcode: 267684
 
Dial In:
1 (669) 900-6833
 
 
If you need assistance with Zoom please go to this website:
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362283-Testing-computer-or-device-audio
 
Just a reminder that the chat feature is not the appropriate forum to ask questions or provide
comments.  This chat should only be used to notify us of technical issues. No response will be
given in acknowledgement or otherwise via the Zoom chat.
 
Public Comment given via Zoom can only be done audibly (not via chat), and you must either
“Raise Your Hand” or use the chat to request your turn.
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TRINITY COUNTY
Item Report 1.1  

Meeting Date: 7/30/2021  

Department:
Planning and Zoning

Contact:
Kimberly Hunter, Building &

Planning Director

Phone:
5306231351 Ext 2839

Urgency Ordinance: Lewiston Expansion Licensing Moratorium - 1st Extension

Requested Action:

Conduct a public hearing to consider introducing, waiving the reading of and extending Urgency
Ordinance 315-850 enacted on June 15, 2021, imposing a temporary moratorium on the issuance
of new Commercial Cannabis Cultivation Licenses (CCCL) in, and the transfer of existing CCCLs
into, the Lewiston community area for 10 months and 15 days.   

Fiscal Impact:

Unknown fiscal impact.

Summary:

The Board of Supervisors approved this Urgency Ordinance on June 15, 2021. This is the first
extension of the Urgency Ordinance as provided by California Government Code section section
65858. 

Discussion:

On May 5, 2021, the Friends of Lewiston Grass Valley Creek submitted documents to the
Planning Department requesting an expansion of the existing Lewiston Opt Out by approving an
interim ordinance prohibiting the issuance of new or transferred Commercial Cannabis Cultivation
Licenses.  Currently there are several commercial cannabis cultivation applications that pending
within the proposed opt out area and would be considered as new licenses.
 
The proposed Lewiston Opt Out Expansion is located to the west and south of the existing
Lewiston Opt Out.  The area consists of 124 parcels (9 which are either owned by the Bureau of
Land Management or the State of California), and includes the following individual neighborhoods
which have  various zoning districts.  The majority of the development in the proposed opt out area
is rural residential with open space, commercial, timber and agricultural uses as well.   Concerns
have been expressed by property owners and residents in the area that include, but are not limited
to, the following issues: water quality, water quantity, odor, safety, traffic, odor and cumulative
impacts.
 
The identified opt out expansion area includes parcels in the following neighborhoods: 

Lewiston Road
Steelhead Circle
Browns Mountain Road
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Wellock Road
Oak Ranch Road
Benvenuto Way
Lockhart Ranch Road
Lowden View
Dirt Road
Ohio Lane
Ponderosa Pines
Riverfront Road
Coffin Road

 
There are currently three (3) existing commercial cannabis licenses issued within the extended
Lewiston opt our area with two (2) pending applications that have been previously noticed for
approval and one (1) pending application being evaluated that would be a transfer into the opt out
area.
 

Alternatives Including Financial Implications:

Reject the proposed item and direct staff. 

Departmental Recommendation:

Staff recommends that the Board adopt the extension for Urgency Ordinance 315-850.  

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Urgency Ordinance 315-850
Communications Received
Urgency Ordinance Ext. 1
Public Comment Recevied After Posting but Prior to the Meeting
Addtional Public Comment Recevied After Posting but Prior to the Meeting
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FROM:  Debra Crawford 

SENT:   Fri 7/9/2021 5:06 PM 

SUBJECT: Lewiston Opt Out letter in Support 

 

Dear Board of Supervisors, 

  

This letter is in support of extending the Lewiston Opt out that was approved at the last BOS meeting.  

  

As a historic town, Lewiston residents enjoy the quiet, the views, the sights of wildlife, sound of birds, 

the wind in the trees and the smell of fresh air.  

 

Allowing the continuation of weed grows in Lewiston will erode all of the factors that make Lewiston so 

desirable for many residents. The Lewiston opt-out petition was overwhelmingly in favor of eliminating 

future cannabis grows.   

 

At the last BOS meeting, the opposition implied that the citizens of Lewiston were racist because we 

didn’t want marijuana grown here. Clearly, opposition plans on utilizing societal “hot buttons” to garner 

support, but this simply is not the case – it is untrue, insulting, and quite dangerous and inflammatory 

talk that could incite violence into our community. Thank you for calling that out at the last meeting. 

 

We don’t want weed grown in Lewiston or any rural residential area for the reasons we have stated over 

and over again including: traffic, water diversion and pollution concerns, light pollution, noise, security, 

ruined landscapes, and the SMELL.  

 

Marijuana is huge profit driven crop - and growers are getting wise to optimizing the dollar potential. 

These are not little “mom and pop farms” – these are serious, highly funded grows, designed to 

maximize potential profits and are capable of growing in greenhouses year-round which need to utilize 

artificial light and creates year-round water demands to the delicate water tables already severely 

impacted by our ongoing drought. They need to be growing this crop in commercial agricultural zones, 

where there is already well established and regulated agencies that can deal with the issues of water, 

fertilizers, light and air pollution and not allow these “farms” to tuck in-between residences making 

neighborhoods vulnerable to crime and all the other factors that have been outlined above.  

 

Just do the right thing, rethink this zoning – many residents are in fear of these grows and possible 

retaliation. It’s your job to think big picture and protect our neighborhoods from the negative impacts of 

weed grows. 

 

Thank you for your consideration 
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FROM:  Jim Knight 

SENT:   Mon 7/12/2021 7:24 AM 

SUBJECT: Opt-out 

 

In support of Kristie and Earnie bell , we support their need for and Opt-out. We have been dealing with 

the crap that comes growers, and the trash they bring with their grows and neighborhood. These 

growers, bring down property values, and even make it hard to sale your property if needed. 

 These grows should not be in a community that does not support grows. Listen to your public and 

approve the opt-out for the Bells. 

Jim Knight 
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FROM:  Sue Leutwyler 

SENT:   Mon 7/12/2021 5:10 PM 

SUBJECT: Re: 7/20/2021 BOS Meeting - Lewiston Expansion Opt Out Extension 

 

Good afternoon, everyone, 

 

I would like to thank you and the county staff once again for your support last month and for your 

consideration at this next meeting for extending our Lewiston Expansion Opt-Out as you recently did for 

the Rush Creek Opt-Out.   

 

I know my husband and I and the vast majority of our community here in Lewiston are very much in 

support of the county’s efforts to rectify the under-estimated, unintended negative effects commercial 

cannabis cultivation has had on our rural residential neighborhoods.  Without rehashing all of the 

extensive and well-documented grievances (odor, noise, water use, traffic, crime and odor, odor, odor) 

that long-time non-cannabis residents have placed before you, I would like to lend my support and 

encouragement for the difficult task you have ahead to find a suitable compromise for all parties 

involved in this delicate issue. 

 

I have to say that when we drafted our Lewiston Opt-Out, we intentionally used the Rush Creek Opt-out 

no-transfer language.  I’m not sure how that Rush Creek no-transfer language got ‘lost’ when our opt-

out petition got put before you a couple of meetings ago, but as you re-discovered at the last meeting, 

the Rush Creek opt-out did in fact have it, and while I realize that residents don’t personally have a 

‘vote’ on the no-transfer issue, I would like to re-emphasize that this obviously was important to our 

petition signers and I’m sure continues to be important to all of us. As the Board considers options to 

’standardize’ these (and any future) opt-out requests, I would like to offer my support for the creative 

ideas the Board is considering to incentivize the cannabis cultivators to get out of our neighborhoods 

and into more appropriate cannabis-zoned areas. I’m sure both sides of this issue (as well as County 

officials!) would benefit from the peace of mind that would come from the county being crystal clear 

about where it is or is not appropriate to have commercial cannabis operations. We can then all (both 

cannabis growers and non-cannabis growers) make informed decisions about what the quiet enjoyment 

of our properties will be without the stress or worry of unhappy, grumpy neighbors. 

 

With appropriately defined cannabis zones, I think we will all breathe a big sigh of relief and get on with 

our various pursuits. I believe properly zoned commercial cannabis can become a great boon to the 

county, and I look forward to the day when the county can focus on weeding out (no pun intended) the 

illegal grows so that our licensed commercial growers can reap the benefits they deserve w/o having to 

fight battles on two fronts … neighbors who don’t want them as neighbors and illegal growers who 

undercut their legitimate businesses. 

 

I know you are all under a lot of ‘heat’ right now from both sides of this issue and I encourage you to 

keep up the good work and please, please, please extend the Lewiston Expansion Opt-Out until you 

come to a final comprehensive decision for the County! 

 

Sue Leutwyler 
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FROM:  Thomas Sanders 

SENT:   Thur 7/15/2021 10:20 AM 

SUBJECT: Lewiston Urgency Ordinance Vote 

 

Greetings to all Trinity County Supervisors, 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Lewiston Residents Urgency Ordinance Commercial Cannabis Opt-out 

extension. I request that you consider the following and vote in favor of the extension as originally 

requested and submitted: 

 

1. Cannabis cultivation licenses are issued to individual persons, businesses, LLC's or Corporations 

and not to the County parcel. These licences are not recorded on the title of the property and 

should not be transferred with the sale of the property.  

2. Commercial licensing of Rural Residential property is a misuse of zoning. If we are to wait 3-4 

years for the updating of the County's General Plan to address this land-use issue, the 

continuance of such practice will result in more licenses wrongfully issued and renewed, thus 

compounding the difficulty in reversing the practice. 

3. Several years ago, Trinity County began issuing cannabis cultivation licenses in Rural Residential 

zoned properties without notice to existing residential property owners in the surrounding 

neighborhoods. The possible impacts to existing residential neighborhoods were unknown at 

that time. This decision was supposed to benefit "Mom and Pop" businesses in rural 

neighborhoods, but has become apparent that large "corporate" enterprises and tenant-leased 

"sharecroppers" are the majority of licensees in our Rural Residential Neighborhoods. 

4. The majority of the rural residential neighborhood in Lewiston had signed a petition against 

cannabis licensing in their neighborhood and included in the request was a non-transfer of 

license with sale of the licensed property. To not allow their full request listed in their petition is 

to ignore the majority in favor of the minority (cultivator). Either we live by the democratic 

process or we do not. Your vote will determine your position on this. 

5. Rush Creek Area Opt-out extension was recently granted by a 5-0 vote of the Board. Included in 

their extension was the verbiage to not allow transfer of license with sale of the property. I ask 

that your vote will be in favor of granting the Lewiston residents request in full as submitted, 

and not allowing transfer of licenses with the property sale.. 

6. The combined capital investments within the residentially-used properties owned by the 

Lewiston residents far exceeds the investment of the commercial cannabis property owner(s). 

Commercial cannabis property adjacent to residential-use properties will result in the loss of 

value and equity for home owners. Such losses will by far exceed any loss experienced by sale of 

cannabis property that is not allowed to transfer the cannabis license with the sale. 

7. Granting allowance of license transfer with the sale of the cannabis property invalidates the 

intent of an Opt-out. Such allowance will only perpetuate commercial cannabis cultivation 

activity without end. 

Again, I urgently request that the Board vote 5-0 in favor of this extension and grant the Lewiston Opt-

out request in full as originally submitted. Your vote will determine the direction this land-use issue 

takes, either for the benefit or the detriment of the Rural Residential neighborhoods. Your vote will 

reflect your position on the democratic process. The majority have spoken and I pray you will listen. 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Tom and Joan Sanders 
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FROM:  Kristel Bell 

SENT:   Thur 7/15/2021 1:42 PM 

SUBJECT: Extension of the Lewiston Opt-Out Expansion 

 

Dear Board of Supervisors, 

Thank you for supporting the wishes of our community by granting the Lewiston Opt-Out Expansion on 

6/15/2021 with a vote of 5-0. We now urge you to once again vote in favor of extending the temporary 

moratorium on the issuance of commercial cannabis in our neighborhood.  

The original findings in support of the immediate adoption and application remain unchanged. As you 

are aware by the numerous testimonies brought forth over the past year, allowance of commercial 

cannabis in our rural residential neighborhood has proven to be detrimental to our health and well-

being.  

What we don’t always discuss, though, is the fear and safety factors associated with this type of 

business. These elements we face on a day-to-day basis, as well as the nuisance issues, are what have 

led us here today. 

• Attachment 1 are photos taken earlier this year of a sample of intimidating signs posted on trees 

along a public road in our neighborhood. Families enjoyed walking and riding bikes on this road 

until these sadistic signs appeared. One can only assume the intent is to relay a message. 

Whatever their true meaning, the tone is quite frightening, disturbing, and surely not welcome 

in our neighborhood. 

• Attachment 2 is a series of articles from various news periodicals depicting crimes associated 

with cannabis operations in Trinity County and the North State over the past couple of years. 

Legal or illegal – cannabis cultivation does attract undesirable and unsafe activities.  

That being said and as set as precedence by the granted Rush Creek opt-out, we further request you 

support the initiative to deny the transfer of grandfathered cultivation licenses upon the sale of property 

within a defined opt-out area. Such licenses were originally approved without our knowledge and 

consent. They appeared in the dead of the night; we were not afforded the opportunity to voice our 

concerns or even consider the implications these operations would have to our neighborhood. 

Furthermore, owners of these licenses do not demonstrate the desire to participate in or become an 

intricate member of our community. According to the Clerk Recorder’s records, deeds have transferred 

a cumulative total of 9 times for the three licenses in the Lewiston Opt-Out Expansion area since 2016. 

From year to year, we never know who the owners are of these operations as they change so 

frequently. They appear to purchase a license with the intent to “flip” the project for quick financial 

gain. Quite a contrast to the many long term residents and businesses in Lewiston; many of the 

properties have remained within the same family for multiple generations. 

These permitted cultivation operations are not “mom and pop” businesses growing a product utilizing 

the natural resources surrounding them. These are large, commercial industrial style operations 

currently misplaced in our rural residential areas. They clear the land of its native plants and trees to 

install their massive greenhouses. They drain our electrical grids to heat their grows when it's cold 

outside and to cool them when it's hot. They drill deep wells (multiple for the same project) to feed the 

enormous thirst of their product, jeopardizing the availability of water. They install large fans to create 

wind. They use artificial lighting to emulate daylight. They manipulate the environment to produce their 

product. They negatively impact our quality of life. 

Please recognize there are areas in Trinity County, such as Lewiston, who wish to remain free of 

commercial cannabis cultivation.  

Please recognize that property owners in our area have premium investments in our properties, homes 

and businesses.  

There must be a balance in our County. We urge you to extend the moratorium until such time a 

permanent solution can be implemented. 
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Sincerely, 

Ernie and Kristel Bell 
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Attachment 2 
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FROM:  Susanne Risso 

SENT:   Thur 7/15/2021 3:09 PM 

SUBJECT: Lewiston Urgency Ordinance Opt Out extension 

 

Dear BOS, 

 

We are writing to urge you to vote in favor of the Lewiston Urgency Ordinance Commercial Cannabis 

Opt-out extension. 

There are numerous reasons why this should be approved. Among them but not limited to are: 

 

Licenses are issued to individuals, businesses, LLC's, or corporations, not property parcels; therefore, 

should not be transferred with the sale of the property. This is a misuse of zoning ordinances. It will only 

serve to compound problems down the road.  

 

The majority of the rural residential residents in Lewiston have signed a petition against cannabis in their 

neighborhood. That request includes a non-transfer of license upon sale of property. To ignore this fact, 

ignores the wishes of the majority and is undemocratic. Granting license transfers with the sale of the 

cannabis property invalidates the intent of an Opt-out. Such allowance will only perpetuate commercial 

cannabis cultivation activity without end. The Rush Creek Opt-out extension was granted by a 5-0 vote in 

favor of the extension with all provisions. Why would you not be consistent with all Opt-outs? That 

would not make any sense.  

 

Please listen to the majority of rural residential residents and approve the extension as submitted. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

 

Susanne Risso 

Paul Baldwin 
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FROM:  John Letton 

SENT:   Thur 7/15/2021 5:54 PM 

SUBJECT: Lewiston/Grass Valley Creek "Opt Out" 

 

Honorable Members of the Board: 

I am informed that on July 20, 2021 you will consider the extension of the “Lewiston opt-out”, and 

specifically whether CCLs within the “opt out” area can be “transferrable” during that extension.  Please 

consider the following.  

The Four Principles adopted by the County in 2016 as re-affirmed in the EIR (Section 2.2, “Project 

Objectives”) certified in December 2020 state the following objectives for the County’s CCL program: 

a.) To regulate cannabis operations in a manner that ensures that the county is a safe place for 

all residents to live and work; 

b.) To protect the county’s quality of life and natural environment; 

c.) To ensure that cannabis operations avoid environmental damage and detrimental impacts 

on communities and neighborhoods.  

d.) To regulate cannabis operations to protect the county’s reputation as a tourist destination; 

and, 

e.) To align the County’s commercial cannabis regulations with state requirements.  

  

I am sure residents of the “opt out” area will fully address a.) through c.).  With respect to d.) concerning 

tourism, I suggest the interests and experiences of One Maple Winery should be primary 

considerations.  I write to remind you of e.) above, the specific EIR Project Objective to align the 

County’s commercial cannabis regulations with state requirements.   

The State of California prohibits “transfers” of annual state cultivation licenses from one individual or 

entity to another.  CDFA Regulations § 8202, et seq.  Certification of the County’s EIR requires the 

County to align its regulation of CCLs with the State of California requirements.  Simply put, your 

extension of the Lewiston/Grass Valley Creek “opt out” area may not allow “transfers” of CCLs.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully,   

John Letton, Douglas City  
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FROM:  Mike McMaster 

SENT:   Fri 7/16/2021 5:57 AM 

SUBJECT: Continue the opt out. 

 

Please extend the opt out. 

We don’t need cultivation in neighborhoods. 

Mike McMaster 
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FROM:  Carol Fencil 

SENT:   Fri 7/16/2021 7:57 AM 

SUBJECT: Fwd: Lewiston Opt-Out Support 

 

Hi, 

I want to thank you for this opportunity to speak about the Lewiston Opt-out, which is very much a 

concern for every resident that has, or might have, a commercial cannabis grow that negatively affects 

their property, their ability to enjoy their property, reduced water availability, obnoxious odors, 

increased traffic, generator noise, light pollution, and associated crime. 

  

The opt-out is in essence a zoning change. Counties often make zoning changes for the betterment of 

the community. (Changing zoning to create low-income housing is just one example. The property 

owners Are Not reimbursed for any real of perceived losses) The Opt-out doesn’t make our 

neighborhood “whole”….UNTIL there is language stating that there is NO transfer of the license with the 

sale of the property. This is the only way to get our neighborhoods back and make it a true Opt-out. This 

is what the majority of our (Rush Creek) residents want, and Lewiston residents also. Why consider the 

Greed of the Growers, with out more strongly considering the needs of the Original Residents!!! 

 

The blight of the Commercial grows has a devastating effect on our neighborhoods. There is little code 

enforcement on the illegal grows, there is certainly less code enforcement for growers that are out of 

compliance, are dangerous, are a nuisance, have residents in fear… Why should our residential 

neighborhoods be subject to the bad behaviors of growers that move in with a license transfer. Leon 

Draper will have a field day, buying more property for his grows, and there is little enforcement to 

protect the neighbors. We all know how bad some of these growers can be, and with transfers, you 

would be subjecting this (and any other opt out) neighborhood to the whims and bad behavior of 

growers. 

 

Our water is an issue every year, but more so this year. How much water is being used by these large 

Commercial Grows? Everyone in the neighborhood of a grow is affected by their water use. Creeks are 

drying up, wells are drying up. Water is being hauled in for many of the grows. 

 

The rights of the original property owners must take precedent over the rights of the newly established 

Commercial Cannabis Grows. The growers should be able to sell their licenses, just NOT in an opt-out 

area. Growers complain that they wouldn’t be able to sell their property for a ridiculous amount of 

money with out the license. What about the reduced value of all the properties around the grow… as no 

one but another grower wants to live next to a grow. 

 

The county had a plan to establish and help growers. There was no help for us on how we could prevent 

the Grows in our own neighborhood. We had no warning that this was going to happen in our 

neighborhoods. This was a mistake that needs to be corrected. We need to be able to establish Opt-Out 

Neighborhoods with out the continuing fear, nuisance, smells, traffic, water use, and potential for crime, 

by allowing Grows to stay in our neighborhood. Licenses should be transferrable to areas that are 

conducive to this activity. Forget about Grandfathering in a Grow… Grandfather in our neighborhoods 

with out this blighted nuisance.  

 

Thank You, 

Carolyn Fencil  
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FROM:  Ric Leutwyler 

SENT:   Fri 7/16/2021 8:38 AM 

SUBJECT: Lewiston Opt-Out 

 

Hello, 

 

I am writing in support of extending the recently approved Lewiston Opt-Out.  I also encourage you to 

consider modifying the language/scope to match that of the recently extended Rush Creek Opt-Out.  

 

Our initial intent was for the Lewiston Opt-Out to include the restriction on transfers… but the language 

was changed during the approval process. This seems like a perfect opportunity to strengthen the 

positive impact of the emergency ordinance and to establish consistency among the emergency 

ordinances. I believe that this would not only better serve the residents in the area… it would also better 

serve the county. Having consistency establishes a stronger position for defending actions/decisions in 

the future. 

 

Thank you for your support in addressing the problems caused during the early (less informed) days of 

cannabis licensing efforts here in Trinity County. I truly appreciate your efforts to reconsider and to set 

things in the right direction for the county and its residents. 

 

Ric 
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FROM:  Nancy Anderson 

SENT:   Fri 7/16/2021 9:15 AM 

SUBJECT: Letter of Support for Extension of the Lewiston Opt Out Expansion 

 

Dear Board Members, 

 

As a business owner, more than just a private citizen and landowner, who has invested my life savings 

into my property as a place of business, I obviously support this Opt Out as a way to keep a commercial 

cannabis operation out of my area. My business is designed to promote Agritourism and Ag Education 

for youth in Trinity County, and every week I have young families with children visit my alpacas and 

llamas. I am working with families in Lewiston to restart the 4H program at my location by Sept 1 and 

already offer a "Young Ranchers" class this summer for local youth to learn about these amazing 

animals. I believe that the location of commercial grows in small acreage rural residential areas is a 

mistake because of the proximity to neighbors with either children or grandchildren, or operations like 

mine that try to draw tourism for young families. 

 

Allowing large cannabis operations in a rural residential area was a mistake from the inception of the 

county's cannabis program, and these Opt Outs are at best a bandaid on the problem, but they are all 

we have until new and better zoning rules can undo the damage done. I believe that the county needs 

to move towards zoning that is more logical, environmentally sound and considerate to ALL its citizens. 

FULLY COMPLIANT growers, not ALL growers who apply, should be allowed to operate, but those that 

are not should not be renewed and should be put out of business unless they comply. And transfers of 

licenses should be suspended in all Opt Out areas, as the whole reason for an Opt Out is to elimate 

commercial grows entirely.  

 

The county is in a dilemma of its own making, and I believe that we in Lewiston are patiently trying to 

guide the county back to right path. There is a "silent majority" that I believe is starting to speak up now, 

and it is in the county's best interest to listen. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Anderson 

One Thing Ranch/Owner 
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FROM:  Tom Hepner 

SENT:   Fri 7/16/2021 9:33 AM 

SUBJECT: Commercial Cannabis Opt-Out 

 

Please accept our overwhelming support for your recent decision of the Lewiston Opt-Out. We further 

wish to urge you to adopt the Rush Creek Opt-Out.  

 

My family has maintained a residence in the Bucktail area since the 1950’s. Continuing the rural and 

non-commercialized atmosphere of our beautiful area and community is paramount to my wife and I 

and, the rest of our family (27-strong). I can’t tell you how much we love and enjoy the peaceful, pristine 

beauty of the this wonderful area. 

 

We truly thank you for your diligence in this matter and hope you will continue to protect our 

community. 

 

Yours very sincerely, 

Tom Hepner 
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FROM:  Laurie Wills 

SENT:   Fri 7/16/2021 11:22 AM 

SUBJECT: Lewiston Opt-Out / July 20, 2021 BOS Meeting 

 

Dear Chairman Brown and Supervisors,  

 

I understand the Lewiston Opt Out Expansion is back on the Board's agenda July 20, 2021, for 

consideration in extending the temporary Urgency Ordinance that you unanimously approved on June 

15, 2021. I am asking you to reconsider the necessary language for a moratorium on transfers as well. 

 

At the initial hearing on this matter, County staff recommended the following: It is staff's 

recommendation that the Board adopt the interim urgency ordinance to place a moratorium on the 

issuance of new and transfer of existing Commercial Cannabis Cultivation Licenses in the proposed 

Lewiston Opt Out Expansion area with the same provisions applied to the Rush Creek Opt Out 

(Ordinance 315-845). 

 

Despite the request by the Friends of the Lewiston Grass Valley Creek and the staff recommendation, 

the Board deviated from the Rush Creek Opt Out language when it voted to allow transfers of existing 

CCLs within the Lewiston Opt Out Expansion area contrary to the precedent set by Ordinance 315-845. 

Accordingly, we respectfully request that you reconsider adding this language to the Lewiston Opt Out 

Expansion Ordinance for consistency purposes and because there are 3 CCLs within close proximity of 

each other in this densely populated area that have all transferred at least once already and in some 

cases numerous times. 

 

At a recent Board meeting, a Supervisor asked if the existing licensee within the Rush Creek Opt Out was 

trying to transfer their license and the answer was yes (albeit the Opt Out was preventing them from 

doing so). As you may recall, I spoke in favor of supporting the Rush Creek Opt Out extension during the 

public comment period to specifically address the importance of the moratorium on transfers because 

we've discovered a pattern of what appears to be "flipping" among the cannabis farms in the Lewiston 

Opt Out area. As you know, flipping is a term describing purchasing an asset and holding it for only a 

short period of time before re-selling it for a quick profit. I implore you to consider the wishes of your 

long term residents (the majority) in these Opt Out communities. Our neighborhoods have been 

adversely impacted by the commercial cannabis farms that moved into our rural residential 

communities without notice to the residents and without the opportunity for the residents to appeal the 

initial approval of these licenses. We are now exercising our rights to PRESERVE OUR COMMUNITIES 

that we've resided in for decades. If the licensees were serious about operating long term businesses in 

this community like the Trinity Fly Shop, Old Bridge Rafting, One Maple Winery and One Thing Ranch (to 

name a few), they wouldn't be experiencing the high turnover we're seeing with these 3 licensed 

cannabis farms. It is not your job as Supervisors of this County to ensure cannabis farmers make a profit 

on their short term investments by allowing them to perpetually "flip their farms" within Opt Out areas 

at the detriment of the rest of the residents and businesses who have to deal with the ongoing nuisance 

issues and the revolving door of new licensees coming and going.  Furthermore, the fact the farms in the 

Lewiston Opt Out Expansion area have such a high turnover is, in and of itself, cause for unrest in the 

community which leads me to my next point ... public health, safety and welfare. 

 

Some contend a finding has not been made under Government Code section 65858 to justify the Opt-

Out Urgency Ordinance. Let me remind you that community members have provided numerous reasons 

why they feel there is a current and imminent threat. Some of these reasons include but are not limited 

to: a.) threats and intimidation, b.) reverse 911 calls warning residents of possible danger and to lock 
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down, c.) a reluctance to file complaints and/or sign petitions by some who fear retaliation, c.) 

confirmation of felony convictions of a former licensee for kidnapping, assaulting and robbing former 

employees of the cannabis farm, d.) evidence of a Trinity Superior Court case (No. 21F062A) involving 

multiple felony and misdemeanor charges of cultivating > 6 plants with concurrent violations of CA 

Health and Safety Codes and violations of CA Fish and Wildlife Codes [Disclaimer: defendants are 

presumed innocent until proven guilty], e.) the uptick in serious cannabis related crimes in Trinity 

County that include armed robberies, assaults, attempted homicides and homicides, and f.) water 

concerns that are exacerbated during consecutive years of drought. Families are conserving water for 

their daily usage while cannabis cultivators drill more wells and bring in more storage tanks to hoard 

water to meet the needs of their plants. 

 

Thank you Supervisors for validating our concerns by your 5-0 vote to adopt the temporary Urgency 

Ordinance. We hope these concerns continue to resonate with you as you consider extending the 

temporary Urgency Ordinance and adding language that breaks the questionable cycle of 

transfers/ownership changes within this Opt Out area. To echo what the Bell's wrote in their letter to 

the Board, " ... deeds have transferred a cumulative total of 9 times for the three licenses in the 

Lewiston Opt-Out Expansion area since 2016." Does that statistic make you pause? It should. Whatever 

the reasons may be, I'm sure opponents will blame the county for the high turnover but the bottom line 

is there is turnover in this area that can't be denied. If a cultivator decides to sell/transfer their license of 

their own free will, they are doing it by choice. Please allow them to transfer their license out of the Opt 

Out area when they can do so legally and then close the door behind them if they exercise this "choice." 

Look at the small businesses that suffered tremendous losses during the Covid shutdowns. All we have 

to do is look out the window to see the expansions that have occurred during this same period at the 3 

cannabis farms in question. I don't mean to sound flippant but money doesn't seem to be an issue for 

them. I'm sure they can whether the storm and continue operating until a legal transfer out can occur 

while the County works diligently to address these issues and roll out their transition plan. 

 

Lastly, One Maple Winery was established in 1998 and as you know it is located in the Lewiston Opt Out 

Expansion area. Please give this business the same consideration you gave the cannabis industry when 

you adopted the temporary Urgency Ordinance banning industrial hemp in Trinity County in 2019 based 

on the potential harm it posed to the local cannabis producers. Sadly, it doesn't appear anyone 

considered the potential harm commercial cannabis producers would have on our local vineyard [One 

Maple Winery] before approving two commercial cannabis licenses on parcels right next door to the 

winery in 2016. A third commercial cannabis license was approved above the winery in 2018. It is now 

surrounded by licensed commercial cannabis farms. Placing a moratorium on the issuance of new and 

transfer of existing commercial cannabis licenses would help mitigate the detrimental impacts this 

situation has had on One Maple Winery (and the non-cannabis residents and businesses). I'm not aware 

of any other winery in the County that has been affected the way this one has. I want to believe if a 

temporary Urgency Ordinance to ban hemp is enacted for the sole purpose of protecting the cannabis 

industry from harm, surely you can enact a temporary Urgency Ordinance that provides protections to 

One Maple Winery (and other wineries in the County) from harm as well. Please take additional steps to 

right this wrong. 

 

I urge you to extend the Urgency Ordinance and modify the language to include a moratorium on 

transfers consistent with the the Rush Creek Opt Out Ordinance. Thank you in advance for your 

thoughtful consideration. 

 

Laurie Wills 

Resident of the Lewiston Opt Out Expansion Area 
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FROM:  Phyllis Swanson 

SENT:   Fri 7/16/2021 11:43 AM 

SUBJECT: Continuation of recently approved Lewiston Opt-out 

 

To the Trinity County Board of Supervisors  

Re:  Lewiston Expansion Opt-Out Extension 

July 16, 2021 

   

We, Don & Phyllis Swanson live on Lewiston Road and are writing to you to show our support of 

extending the recently approved Lewiston Opt-out.  

  

We have lived in Trinity County for 40 years and have seen and continue to experience its demise due to 

the pot farms. As you are aware there are way too many pot farms here and with the recent impact on 

our rural residential neighborhood in Lewiston/Grass Valley Creek and surrounding neighborhoods our 

quality of life here is at risk 

  

We and many of our neighbors chose to live here in Trinity County, settling in the Lewiston Valley for its 

beauty, peacefulness and the wonderful people that live here. We did not settle here for the noise, the 

smell, the criminal element that it brings and the destruction of the natural resources (water, trees, 

erosion) that now plague this once peaceful valley – it’s destroying our neighborhood.  

  

Without having to repeat our on-going complaints all we ask at this point is that you (1) please extend 

our request for the Lewiston Expansion Opt-out and (2) put the language back that mirrors the same 

language that was in the Rush Creek Opt-out and was in our original Opt-out request that includes the 

restriction on license transfers. This is important to us, and to all of us that live here. 

  

I believe with your continued support I’m hoping soon we all (cannabis growers and us non-cannabis 

growers) can eventually move on, not bother you; the Board anymore and as one of my other neighbors 

put it “get on with our various pursuits.  

  

Thank you for your support 

  

Don & Phyllis Swanson 

Lewiston CA 
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FROM:  Heidi Miller 

SENT:   Fri 7/16/2021 11:47 AM 

SUBJECT: Board Item Letter of Support Opt Out Ordinance 

 

Hello,  

 

Please see below letter of support to the Lewiston Opt-Out Ordinance.  

 

Thank you,  

Heidi Miller 

 

Dear Trinity County Board of Supervisors, 

 

Thank you and staff for supporting the Lewiston opt out expansion. It has been many exhausting years 

for county management, members of the public and cannabis industry adventurist. These past years 

communities throughout the county have for the most part embraced a cannabis industry model or 

have supported a theoretical model. These past many years have also shown that a large majority of 

residents and rural residential communities throughout Trinity have been using appropriate channels to 

clearly express real safety concerns and cumulative impacts from the cannabis industry. We have 

watched impacts, and grow sites grow expansively with in some cases no input watching these small 

cottage grow turn into large scale industrial operation that in some cases like the grow next to us using 

more power than our county hospital. Experiencing and seeing cannabis industry leaders steering and 

controlling the industry in Trinity understandably and skillfully taking advantage of industry 

management loopholes, some communities like ours here in Lewiston have chosen to slow the grow. 

The community of Lewiston, Rush Creek and Lewiston/Friend of Grass Valley Creek have used the 

appropriate steps with an un-arguable unanimous vote do not want any further commercial cannabis 

expansion in our rural residential neighborhood. Clearly seeing how powerful the cannabis industry 

leaders have become in Trinity for example; driving qualified real-estate market values well beyond real 

market value, creating a local cash only market, filtering cash through various local public and private 

channels, paying and offering cash for purchase or to hush and impressively professionally steering the 

cannabis industry in Trinity. It is this time we have to speak up and slow the grow. The Miller family does 

not support allowing any additional or the transfer of any additional cannabis license and ask that this 

be written into the new ordinance. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  

 

Thank you, 

 

 

Tony Miller 

Resident of Lewiston 
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FROM:  Galen Anderson 

SENT:   Fri 7/16/2021 11:58 AM 

SUBJECT: Lewiston Opt-out extension 

 

It is imperative that the Lewistion ExpansionOpt-out for the Grass Valley/Ohio Hill area be extended and 

made permanent.  

Trinity County grossly underestimated the negative effects of commercial cannabis in rural residential 

areas. Cannabis cultivation is proving to be incompatible with most other land uses, especially 

residential land. Additionally, encouraging cannabis growers to use groundwater for cannabis irrigation 

is going to lead to water shortages, especially for residents that likely can't afford to drill deeper in the 

race to the bottom.  

The county has surrendered Hyampom, Trinity Pines, Hayfork, Wildwood and many inholdings 

surrounded by federal lands to cannabis. When will there be enough? I do not want Trinity County to 

devolve into one large hell hole of cannabis cultivation. The county can't enforce its current ordinance.  

This Grass Valley/Ohio Hill area was beautiful and will be destroyed by cannabis if new permits are 

granted/expanded. The quality of life of the residents has been negatively affected for all the reasons 

that have been mentioned again and again: noise, smell, lights, traffic, visual blight, sediment delivery to 

streams, runoff from pesticides and fertilizer, waste products, roaming unfriendly dogs, and crime.  

 

Please approve the opt out expansion. 

 

Galen Anderson 
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FROM:  Scott Simpson 

SENT:   Fri 7/16/2021 11:59 AM 

SUBJECT: Lewiston Opt Out Zone 

 

Greetings 

  

As a resident of Oak Ranch Rd, included within the recently discussed Lewiston Opt Out Zone, I am 

writing to request that the board of supervisors do whatever steps are necessary to continue to move 

toward ensuring that this become a permanent ban on any new permitting of commercial cannabis 

grows within the defined borders.  

  

The past five years have been extremely stressful and difficult as we have all seen many detrimental 

occurrences that have impacted our quality of life. I've lived there since 1999, so the differences have 

been glaring and easy to identify. I've had numerous stray dogs chasing deer all over my 40 acres. I 

cannot get my mail without getting a headache on hot fall days, due to the extreme stench. There are 

portions of my parcel that I cannot spend any time on, due also to the stench of the grow on Coffin 

Road. Back up beepers, heavy equipment, additional traffic have all also arrived with the commercial 

grows. Add to this the visual blight of giant white grow houses in every direction visible from my once 

pristine view, and I must say the entire thing still makes me sad on a daily basis.  

  

There simply needs to be more space between residences and these large grows than is available in 

what we refer to as Grass Valley Creek. I am certain the county wants no more problems in our area as 

much as we want there to be no further issues.  

  

Please make the Lewiston Opt Out Zone permanent, and ensure that no existing permits elsewhere can 

be move into the opt out zone boundaries.  We deserve to maintain the quality of life in our rural area 

that we all came here to enjoy.  

  

Thank you for your consideration. 

  

Scott Simpson 

Oak Ranch Road 
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FROM:  Gayl Ward 

SENT:   Fri 7/16/2021 12:12 PM 

SUBJECT: Extension of Lewiston Expansion opt out BOS meeting 20Jul21 

 

We are writing to encourage your support for the extension of the Lewiston Expansion opt-out which 

you approved as an interim urgency ordinance on June 15, 2021. 

  

All the reasons that caused the vast majority of residents and property owners to rally against 

commercial cannabis in our neighborhood still exist, which validates the extension until such time as 

these issues can be addressed in a permanent ordinance. In general, there are concerns for the public 

health, safety, and welfare. Sspecificly, our environment has been negatively impacted by the associated 

smell, noise, threatening behavior of the growers, and potential contamination of the water we all 

access with our wells, to mention a few.  Another concern regarding our common water table is the 

disproportionate amount of water drawn and used by the large commercial grows when we are in an 

extreme drought and we all fear our wells will go dry.  It is a valid concern in any year but especially so 

under our current drought conditions.  California’s drought has become a major issue which seems to 

get worse year after year with no expectation of relief in sight.  

  

Our urgency ordinance is in many ways consistent with the recently approved extension of the Rush 

Creek opt out with one major exception.  The Rush Creek opt out is written with a ban on the transfer of 

licenses when a property is sold within the opt out zone.  As we head toward a permanent ordinance, 

consistency among the opt-out zones would simplify and clarify the process.  We urge you to consider 

changing the language in the Lewiston expansion urgency ordinance to also prohibit the transfer of 

commercial cannabis licenses when properties within the opt out zone are sold. 

  

We would like to thank you for the time and effort you have taken to listen and understand our 

concerns in this matter.  We hope we can count on you support for this extension. 

  

  

Respectfully, 

Roy and Gayl Ward 
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ZONING ORDINANCE NO.  315-850 EXT 1 

 
AN URGENCY INTERIM ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  

OF THE COUNTY OF TRINITY  

IMPOSING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON THE ISSUANCE OF 

COMMERICAL CANNABIS CULTIVATION LICENSES WITHIN                               

THE AREA OF LEWISTON  
 
The Board of Supervisors of the County of Trinity, State of California, ordains as follows: 
 
SECTION I:  PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY.    

 

The purpose of this interim urgency zoning ordinance is to create a moratorium on the issuance 

of new and transferred commercial cannabis cultivation licenses with the area of Lewiston, 

identified by the map hereto attached at “Exhibit A.” (Lewiston Opt Out).  This urgency 

ordinance is adopted pursuant to California Constitution Article 11, Section 7, Government Code 

sections 65800, et seq., particularly section 65858, and other applicable law.  

 

SECTION II: FINDINGS.  
 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Trinity makes the following findings in support of the 

immediate adoption and application of this urgency ordinance:  

 

1. The state and federal law governing the definition and cultivation of commercial cannabis 

cultivation is complex, evolving, and may adversely affect the public, peace, health, or safety 

of residents or of visitors to Trinity County.  

 

2. The residents and property owners within the Lewiston Opt Out area have requested that 

commercial cannabis cultivation be prohibited as it has been detrimental to the 

neighborhoods.  

 

3. There is no feasible alternative to enactment of this moratorium ordinance that will 

satisfactorily mitigate or avoid the previously identified impacts to the public health, safety 

and welfare with a less burdensome or restrictive effect.  

 

4. In order to ensure the effective implementation of the County of Trinity’s land use objectives 

and policies, a temporary moratorium on the issuance of new licenses and the transfer of 

established and/or approval of commercial cannabis cultivation into the Lewiston Opt Out 

area is necessary.  

 

5. This ordinance complies with State law and imposes reasonable regulations that the Board of 

Supervisors concludes are necessary to protect the public safety, health and welfare of 

residents and business within the County.  

 

SECTION III.  COMMERCIAL CANNABIS CULTIVATION PROHIBITED  

 

A. During the term of this interim ordinance, no new or transferred Commercial Cannabis 

Cultivation Licenses shall be issued within the Lewiston Opt Out area.  Current Commercial 
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Ordinance No. 315-850 Ext. 1 

June 20, 2021 

Page 2 of 3 

 

  

Cannabis Cultivation Licensees within the Lewiston Opt Out Extension area may transfer their 

licenses to properties outside of the Lewiston Opt Out Extension area or to a new owner of their 

legally licensed property with the Lewiston Opt Out Extension area, pursuant to County code 

section 17.43.030.E.  

 

B. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to protect any person from prosecution 

pursuant to any laws that may prohibit the cultivation, sale, distribution, possession, and/or use 

of controlled substances, or to authorize conduct that is unlawful under state or federal law. As 

authorized by Government Code section 25132, and except as otherwise provided by state 

statute, any person or entity violating any provision of this ordinance shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor. Moreover, absent a certificate of registration from the federal government, the 

cultivation of cannabis remains a violation of federal law as of the date of adoption of this 

ordinance and this ordinance is not intended to, and does not authorize conduct or acts that 

violate federal law, does not serve in any manner as an obstacle to enforcement of federal law, 

and does not protect any of the above-described persons from arrest or prosecution under those 

 

SECTION IV.  CONFLICTING LAWS.  

For the term of this ordinance, as set forth in Section 8 below, the provisions of this ordinance 

shall govern. To the extent that there is any conflict between the provisions of this ordinance and 

the provisions of any other County Code, ordinance, resolution or policy, all such conflicting 

provisions shall be suspended. 
 
SECTION V. DECLARATION OF URGENCY.  

Based on the findings set forth above, this ordinance is declared to be an urgency ordinance that 

shall be effective immediately upon adoption by the Board of Supervisors. 

 

SECTION VI.  CONFLICTING LAWS.  

For the term of this ordinance, as set forth in Section VIII below, the provisions of this ordinance 

shall govern. To the extent that there is any conflict between the provisions of this ordinance and 

the provisions of any other County Code, ordinance, resolution or policy, all such conflicting 

provisions shall be suspended. 
 
SECTION VIII.  CEQA. 

This ordinance is exempt from environmental review under the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15060(c)(2) (the activity will not 

result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment) and 

15061(b)(3) (there is no possibility the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 

environment). In addition to the foregoing general exemptions, the following categorical 

exemption applies: section 15308 (actions taken as authorized by local ordinance to assure 

protection of the environment). There are no unusual circumstances under CEQA Guideline 

15300.2(c). Each exemption stands as a separate and independent basis for determining that this 

ordinance is not subject to CEQA. 
 
SECTION VIII.  EFFECTIVE DATE AND TERM  

This ordinance is an interim zoning ordinance adopted as an urgency measure pursuant to 

Government Code section 65858, and it shall be of no further force and effect forty-five (45) 
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Ordinance No. 315-850 Ext. 1 

June 20, 2021 

Page 3 of 3 

 

  

days from its date of adoption, unless it is extended by further action of the Board of 

Supervisors, pursuant to Section 65858.  
 
This interim urgency ordinance was enacted at the Board of Supervisors meeting on June 15, 
2021, and shall hereby be extended for 10 months and 15 days as provided by California 
Constitution Article 11, Section 7, Government Code section 65858(a).   
 
Introduced, passed and enacted on this 30th day of July 2021, by the Board of Supervisors, of the 
County of Trinity by motion, second (/), and the following vote: 
 
 AYES: Supervisors  
 NOES: None 
 ABSENT: None 
 ABSTAIN: None 
 RECUSE: None 
 

        
JEREMY BROWN, VICE CHAIRMAN 
Board of Supervisors 
County of Trinity 
State of California 

 
ATTEST: 
 
RICHARD KUHNS, Psy.D 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
 
 
By:         
 Deputy 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL EFFECT: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Margaret E. Long, County Counsel 
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We are very much opposed to growing commercial cannabis in the Lewiston area; 
especially within 300 feet of my home. The hill above our home drains directly into the 
Trinity River and we are all aware of the chemicals that seep  into the main stem of the 
river.   

Please continue the extension Ordinance No. 315-850.  

Louise and Clark Tuthill 
810 Poker Bar 
530-524-2535
530-227-9702

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Trent Tuthill
To: clerkoftheboard
Subject: Support on extension of Ordinance No. 315-850
Date: Saturday, July 24, 2021 11:47:46 PM

Board of Supervisors

I urge the board to extend Ordinance No. 315-850, An Urgency Interim Ordinance of the BoS
Imposing a Temporary Moratorium on the issuance of commercial cannabis cultivation
licenses within the Lewiston area.

Thank you
Trent Tuthill
Douglas City
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From: Sandy Obester
To: clerkoftheboard
Subject: Temporary Moratorium on cannabis in Lewiston
Date: Sunday, July 25, 2021 10:16:36 AM

We support the extension of Ordinance No. 315-850 imposing a temporary moratorium on the issuance of
commercial cannabis cultivation licenses within the Lewiston area.  We live in a residential area with
relatively small parcels and cannabis cultivation would impose negative consequences to our residents
such as crime, odor, grading (which the board should address), and unwanted traffic.

Paul and Sandy Obester
940 Reo Lane, Douglas City CA 96024
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From: Bill Dickens
To: clerkoftheboard
Subject: Ordinance No. 315-850
Date: Monday, July 26, 2021 9:02:27 PM

We are writing this to add our concerns to those of others in regards to the
extension of the above mentioned ordinance for the Lewiston area (commonly
referred to as the Lewiston opt out area for commercial cannabis cultivation).
We have lived in the opt out area for 20 years and fully support what the group
is proposing. Our voices are being added to those of our neighbors insisting
that:  (1) the urgency ordinance be extended in accordance with California
Government Code section 65858(a), (2) a moratorium on transfers be considered
and approved consistent with Rush Creek's ordinance, and (3) under no
circumstances should any pending applications receive consideration for a
commercial cannabis license within the Lewiston Opt-Out area.  The numerous
existing cultivation sites  are negatively impacting not only our safety and
welfare but also our health. No longer can we enjoy being outside with the smells
of cannabis growing and being harvested. The odor gives my husband migraines so
he is not able to be outside during several months out of the year. And with
longer growing periods, the months of being confined indoors is increasing. We
are not able to open windows nor turn the swamp cooler on during this period as
the smell is permeating the entire area and being sucked into our residence!
Indoor temps can reach into the high 80's during peak periods. We are also
concerned about the water table being contaminated with all the pesticides that
are being used on the plants. The increase in traffic around the area is getting
worse, especially on Lewiston Road / Ohio Hill area - alot of drivers not obeying
speed limits (the sound of screeching tires at the bottom of Ohio Hill is evidence
of their speed (we live on a private road and there are alot of non residents
that fly by our house at all times of the day and night with no concern for the
safety of the residents nor their pets that reside here!). Grow lights and fans in
the area are also audible and distressing. We do not want more of these issues
affecting our area and our daily lives.

We are asking that you, the Board of Supervisors, listen to our concerns and do
the right thing for the Lewiston area. Grant us the protections on the 3
provisions mentioned in our letter. Protect the residents of our community from
being exposed to current and imminent threats to our health, safety, and
welfare. 

Thank you.

Caryl & Bill Dickens
Ponderosa Pines Road
Lewiston, CA 96093 
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From: Mike Deasey
To: clerkoftheboard
Subject: Ordinance No. 315-850 Cannabis cultivation
Date: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 10:34:03 AM

To: Trinity County Board of Supervisors

From: Kenneth and Linda Deasey Residents of Buck Tail Sub-Division, Lewiston.

Subject: Extension of Ordinance No. 315-850

We have been residents of the small community of Lewiston for over 20 years. We live in a community
where the dependence on water is based on private/community wells to satisfy the basic family home
requirements.

There is a genuine fear that any commercial cannabis grow would threaten the water table and allow
dangerous chemicals to become introduced into our water systems and also pollute the Trinity River which
flows behind our property.

The drought situation is very concerning. We have sacrificed years of expensive landscaping just in order to
ensure we have enough water for our basic needs and we know these operations require a significant
amount of water usage.

There is an Elementary School and a children’s bus stop located in close proximity to our area.

Our community also has many vacation rentals which draws families from other locations including out of
state. Our community is very family oriented with many children, including grandchildren, who frequently
visit.

We request our area become a permanent OPT-OUT against Commercial Cannabis Cultivation.
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From: Corrine Gonzalez
To: clerkoftheboard
Subject: Ordinance No. 315-850 Cannabis cultivation
Date: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 3:12:49 PM

To: Trinity County Board of Supervisors

From: Carlos Meza and Corrine Gonzalez.  We live full time in Buck Tail  Sub-Division in
Lewiston.

Subject: Extension of Ordinance No. 315-850

My neighbors and us are afraid that if Growers (commercial) of Cannabis, will take both the
limited water as we are seeing a drought situation , very scary and concerning.  We are also
afraid  that the water in both wells in  Buck Tail and the the river, will be polluted with
chemicals that are dangerous to human life and our forest life.

Buck Tail has a lot of cabin rentals.  During all the holidays, we see families having a great
time.  We don’t want any Commercial Cannabis Growers.  Taking that away, we have a Bus
Stop and a Elementary school so very close to a grow site. 

Please understand we want to live as families enjoying life, children, grandchildren and not
having to worry about Commercial Cannabis Growers.  One of Lewiston’s favorite place to
visit is the Winery.  I know our family and others enjoys going there.  Commercial Cannabis
Growers would certainly ruin our winery. 

Please keep our area permanently OPT-OUT against  Commercial Cannabis Cultivation.

We request our area become a permanent OPT-OUT against Commercial Cannabis
Cultivation.
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From: Sally Barrow
To: clerkoftheboard; Liam Gogan; Jeremy Brown; Jill Cox; Keith Groves; Dan Frasier; Kim Hunter
Subject: Lewiston opt out expansion extension
Date: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 8:12:19 AM

I am asking you, again, to extend the Lewiston opt out expansion with language consistent
with the Rush Creek opt out.  No new licenses issued and no transfer of current licenses with
the sale of the property.
The cultivators argue that they bought their properties in good faith.  Some even mentioned
that the county should reimburse them for any perceived loss of profit that might result from
this opt out's lack of transfer reinstatement.  Any business venture is a gamble.  There is never
a guaranteed outcome.  Growing commercial cannabis seems to be a higher risk gamble than
many business ventures, with the lure of larger rewards making it worth that risk.  Compare
this situation to the original residents of this area. They purchased their property in good
faith.  They had no idea they were gambling!  They had no idea that their neighborhoods
would be essentially rezoned without their permission.  They find that their own investments
are greatly reduced in value as a result of this cannabis activity.  The Board has already ruled
in favor of this opt out for commercial cannabis in this area.  The current cultivators are not
prohibited from growing here as long as they keep their license in good standing year to year.
Allowing these cultivators to transfer their permits with the sale of their property insures that
the current unacceptable level of commercial cannabis, which inspired the opt out effort, will
never be diminished.
Please don't ignore the voices of the vast majority of the property owners in favor of a
financial benefit to a few.

Sally Barrow
Bear Creek Road
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From: shannon lankford
To: clerkoftheboard
Subject: Lewiston Moratorim on Commercial Cannabis Cultivation Licenses
Date: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 12:02:35 PM

Dear Kim Hunter and the Board of Supervisors;

I'm writing regarding the letter we received on 7-28-21, about the Lewiston Moratorium on the
Commercial Cannabis Cultivation Licenses.

Our property is for Sale and this action on our property will severely hurt any future Sale of
our property. We own 158 acres on Hwy 299 between "Old Lewiston Road" and "Fawn Lodge
Road". We believe we are beyond your proposed project and are not in the Lewiston boundry.

We do not have any neighbors within 9/10's of a mile from us. We are in a hurry to sell the
property due to our Mother's health. Also, most people look at our property for the purpose of
commercial cultivation of cannabis.

We would like you to send an answer back after you have reviewed this situation.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Shannon Lankford-Hahnes

McCall Family Trust
Ap#25-060-07
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From: Lisa Henning
To: clerkoftheboard
Cc: Keith Groves; Jill Cox; Jeremy Brown; dfrazier@trinitycounty.org
Subject: URGENT: EXTENSION OF ORDINANCE No. 315-850 MORATORIUM, &tc
Date: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 1:30:10 PM

Dear Board of Supervisors,

I am both a property owner & Trinity "recreant", of a parcel within the Bucktail Subdivision.
My father was a very good friend of the fellow (& his wife Anita) who established the
Bucktail subdivision, long ago.

The primary purpose my family bought the land was to enjoy the fantastic fishing &
swimming (cold as it is!) along this portion of the Trinity River.

I am very familiar with Trinity County, I both agree and strongly encourage you to ratify
the CONTINUATION/EXTENSION OF THE URGENCY INTERIM ORDINANCE of
the BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF TRINITY IMPOSING THE
MORITORIUM ON THE ISSUANCE OF COMMERCIAL CANNABIS
CULTIVATION LICENSES WITHIN THE LEWISTON AREA.

I have read through Ordinance No. 315-823 Section 43 in its entirety and while it is a fine
starting point for the regulation of Commercial Cannabis within Trinity County, it does not go
quite far enough AND we should all work to improve it so that residents, established
residences, potential residence land, public welfare, and personal enjoyment of visitors and
their safety are not at risk or impaired by the nuisances attendant to Commercial Cannabis
activity in its entirety.

Those who visit Trinity County and those who live in Trinity County should be protected
against the negative impacts of Commercial Cannabis in the areas specified within this
Moratorium.

I support the Opt-out & continued Moratorium and further, will support any/all action required
to make this permanent.

I believe you are trying to do the best you can, but diminished property values due to "green
rush" hot spots within areas specified of the Moratorium & the effort to Amend Zoning
Ordinance No. 315 creating Section 43, unless and until perfected, will more likely than not
lead to irreversible damage & the demise of the County as a whole.

I respectfully request the Board extend Ordinance No. 315-850 until the issue can be
permanently addressed in the General Plan.

Sincerely,

Lisa Henning (nee Henning-Heinichen)
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From: Lisa Henning
To: clerkoftheboard
Cc: Jill Cox; Jeremy Brown; Dan Frasier; Keith Groves; Liam Gogan
Subject: URGENT: SUPPORT EXTENSION OF ORDINANCE No. 315-850 Moratorium, &tc.
Date: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 2:19:39 PM

Dear Board of Supervisors,

I write again to you today, in support of the continuation of the Moratorium, for my second
parcel within Trinity County & within the Lewiston Opt Out area.

This property was bought years ago by my father when the Bucktail subdivision was created,
and handed down to me. Eventually, it will be inherited by my son. My father purchased it &
my family continues to enjoy Trinity County's beauty & tranquility. My property lies upon a
slope on Browns (sic) Mountain.

I am very familiar with Trinity County, I both agree and strongly encourage you to ratify
the CONTINUATION/EXTENSION OF THE URGENCY INTERIM ORDINANCE of
the BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF TRINITY IMPOSING THE
MORITORIUM ON THE ISSUANCE OF COMMERCIAL CANNABIS
CULTIVATION LICENSES WITHIN THE LEWISTON AREA.

I have read through Ordinance No. 315-823 Section 43 in its entirety and while it is a fine
starting point for the regulation of Commercial Cannabis within Trinity County, it does not go
quite far enough AND we should all work to improve it so that residents, established
residences, potential residence land, public welfare, and personal enjoyment of visitors and
their safety are not at risk or impaired by the nuisances attendant to Commercial Cannabis
activity.

Those who visit Trinity County and those who live in Trinity County should be protected
against the negative impacts of Commercial Cannabis in the areas specified within this
Moratorium.

There is plenty of remote land that these individuals could attempt to farm in Trinity County
or in any number of remote areas within California, perhaps even focus on moving operations
to typical agri-land in the Sacramento Valley which is available to them for their "green rush"
purposes without becoming a nuisance. Land that would better suit each party's purpose.

I support the Opt-out & continued Moratorium and further, will support any/all action required
to make this permanent.

I believe the Board is trying to do the best you can, but diminished property values due to
"green rush" hot spots within areas specified of the Moratorium & the effort to Amend Zoning
Ordinance No. 315 creating Section 43, unless and until perfected, will more likely than not
lead to irreversible damage & the demise of the County as a whole.
Including but not limited to:

Water table (for the Bucktail subdivision)
Erosion
Ecological impact (of the Class 3 brook on the property & Trinity River below, to mention
two)
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Nuisance (smell, unprofessional agricultural employers & employees, theft, waste, fire
hazards-multiple, etc.)

I respectfully request the Board extend Ordinance No. 315-850 until the issue can be
permanently addressed in the General Plan.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Lisa Henning (nee Henning-Heinichen)

Cc Neal Jannol, Esq. (Via Certified Mail)
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From: suzanne w
To: clerkoftheboard
Subject: Lewiston Opt Out Expansion Extension
Date: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 4:52:31 PM

Trinity County Board of Supervisors,'

I am requesting you vote to extend the Lewiston Opt Out Expansion with language like the Rush Creek
Opt Out consisting of  no transfers for current licenses with the sale of the property AND no new licenses
issued.

The Lewison Opt Out area is similar to Rush Creek in that it is comprised primarily of residents
expressing their desire to live WITHOUT commercial cannabis grows. This in part is due to the
problematic impact on:

 1. Quality of life in these more densely populated Trinity County areas
 2. Water related issues including usage, potential  water contamination and drainage onto property

below
 3. Expanded law enforcement calls and requests for assistance

There are many outlaying areas and less populated areas in the county better suited for this industry. So
a large number of us are hopeful that you recognize the need for this request and vote accordingly.

Sincerely,

Suzanne Wood
Trinity Dam Blvd
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From: Becky Savage
To: clerkoftheboard
Subject: Lewiston opt out
Date: Friday, July 30, 2021 6:37:12 AM

Please vote for the Lewiston opt out with the language consistent with Rush Creek’s
agreement. Thank you, Becky Savage 
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From: Kristel Bell
To: clerkoftheboard
Cc: Suzie Hawkins; Emma Purvis
Subject: Fwd: Moratorium on license transfers
Date: Thursday, July 29, 2021 4:03:14 PM

Hello.  Please accept this letter for the record pertaining to Item 1.1 on the 7/30/2021 Special Meeting.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Peggy Wellock 
Subject: Moratorium on license transfers
Date: July 27, 2021 at 3:24:24 PM PDT

I am writing this letter to support the moratorium on the transfer of licenses to grow
marijuana in our Grass Valley Creek opt-out area.  It has been my observation over the
past few years that the people who come here to grow, are here for just two reasons....to
make big money no matter the harm it causes, and to intimidate.  They care nothing for the
long range detrimental effects of their grows.  They are not involved in their communities. 
They want people to fear them and seem to delight in their differences. 

On the other hand, members of our family have been born, lived, worked and died in Trinity
County for generations.  My parents, plus those of my husband are buried in Trinity
cemeteries.  My husband and I also have two adult children buried in this county and as
such, we are here to stay.  This is our place.  We feel like we are firmly vested in Trinity
County and the wellbeing of residents and properties.  Both of us have served on several
jury trials, plus both of us have served on the Grand Jury when called.  We both graduated
from Trinity High School, as did all six of our children and three grandchildren so far have
done the same.  My husband worked for 30 years for the Trinity County Road Department,
following in the footsteps of his own father.  I worked for 16 years for the Trinity Alps Unified
School District.  In these occupations, we have seen both the best and the worst of human
behaviors, with by far the worst being the actions of those under the influence of marijuana
as well as other intoxicants.  We have never seen these users become smarter because of
their usage habits. Quite the contrary.

It is our firm recommendation that no more transfers of licenses be allowed in our area. 
Who knows the background of the new licensees?  Are  there felonies and felons involved? 
Are there weapons on the properties.  Who or what agency is following up on these
matters?  Where is all the water for the grows coming from? If each property is required to
have a place of valid residence, are all building permits being followed and deemed legal? 
If there is supposedly enough water on the property, why are water trucks seen so
frequently on Trinity County roads?  Are these water haulers paying the same rates for the
water they use as are the regular property owners?  Are they filling out their water usage
permits with the State of California as we regular people are required to do each year when
we use water from creeks or rivers.  Lots of questions.  Too few answers.

Peggy Wellock
Lewiston, CA
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Clerk of the Board at clerkoftheboard@trintycounty.org 

July 28, 2021 

We are residents of the Lewiston Opt Out Expansion area.  This letter represents our concerns 
regarding the extension of the Urgency Ordinance for the Lewiston Opt-Out.  The latest 
developments we were made aware of are very disturbing considering how the Cannabis grows 
in the Lewiston community is affecting our lives daily and isn’t getting better, it is getting worse. 
Our well has been compromised once already from the grading done on the Dos Santos (CCL-
453) property next door.  To the best of our knowledge, it was done without any permits and 
without prior approval, and we believe it caused our well water to turn brown.  I had so much 
dirt in the pressure tank, it had to be changed. We are worried now because of the drought and 
I know that growing cannabis plants takes a lot of water. 

Based on information we’re privy to, they are not complying with the rules, meaning when the 
state came to inspect this particular cannabis farm in April 2021, they did not let them in.  This 
is a direct violation of CDFA’s Cannabis Program Code Section 8501(c)(1). These people do not 
care about anything or anyone. They need to be held accountable but instead every time 
someone does something wrong, they are given time to correct it.  The licensee was given 
notice by CDFA yet they didn’t allow them access. Has anyone asked them why they didn’t let 
them on site to inspect the property?  Could they have been doing something wrong? 

These commercial cannabis grows are not like having a neighbor.  They are very secretive of 
what they do.  They are not neighbors who care about the people who live around them.  They 
are only here to make money!  It doesn’t matter if it smells, if it ruins your well, if it is an eye 
sore or any of the many reasons, we don’t want them here.  They don’t care.  We were here 
first so as the majority, we should have a say about the types of businesses in our backyards. 
Rural residential neighborhoods are not an appropriate location for commercial cannabis 
operations. They are a nuisance and definitely a detriment, and they are a threat to the safety, 
health and well-being of this community based on their close proximity to the neighbors around 
them. 

It is very important that the Urgency Ordinance be extended and we urge you to vote in favor of 
a moratorium on any transfers to be considered and approved consistent with the Rush Creek’s 
Urgency Ordinance.  Furthermore, under no circumstances should any pending applications 
receive any consideration for a commercial cannabis license within the Lewiston Opt-Out 
Expansion area. 

Thank you, 

Roger and Donna Teuscher 
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TRINITY COUNTY
Item Report 2.1  

Meeting Date: 7/30/2021  

Department:
Planning and Zoning

Contact:
Kim Hunter, Building & Planning

Director

Phone:
5306231351 Ext. 2839

Appeal: Planning Commission Decision: Citizens for Proper Community Planning (P-19-38)

Requested Action:

Continue from July 20, 2021 the appeal hearing to consider upholding, modifying or overturning
the Planning Commission's decision to make a determination for a Mitigated Negative Declaration
in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act, and approve a Conditional Use Permit
for Trinity Equipment & Materials, LLC on Assessor's Parcel Number 024-220-56-00.  (Project
Applicant: Thomas Ballanco; Appellant: Citizens for Proper Community Planning).

Fiscal Impact:

Unknown fiscal impact.

Summary:

The appellant, Citizens for Proper Community Planning, represented by  Underwood Law Office,
P.C.,  have appealed the Planning Commission's decision to adopt the determination of a
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
grant a Condition Use Permit (CUP) for the operation of an onsite commercial cannabis nursery,
non-volatile manufacturing, and distribution facility.
 
At the July 20, 2021 Board meeting the appellant provided additional information pertaining to the
EDA grant used for the development of the Trinity Alps Business Park.  The Board determined
that additional time was needed to review the new information and continued the item to the July
30th Special Meeting.  

Discussion:

The proposed T.E.A.M. Commercial Cannabis Project (proposed project) is located within Trinity
County, in the town of Weaverville. The project site is located at 311 Industrial Park Way,
Weaverville, California. The 6.90-acre site is situated on the Lower Bench area of the Trinity Alps
Business Park. Primary site access is provided via the paved Industrial Park Way road off of
Highway 299.
 
The proposed project would develop the property with facilities and infrastructure to accommodate
cannabis nursery, distribution, Type 6 (non-volatile), and manufacturing operations.  These
operations are summarized as follows: 
 

Nursery operations would be conducted inside propagation chambers in buildings up to
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2,000 square feet and in up to 20,000 square feet of enclosed greenhouses with
impermeable floors. This operation will employ 2-8 employees on a seasonal basis.
Distribution operations would be conducted inside 1-2 enclosed steel buildings, each up to
5,000 square feet. This operation will employ 6-12 people through the year. 
Manufacturing operations would be conducted inside an enclosed steel building up to 5,000
sq. ft. in size.  Pursuant to state license conditions the interior environment will be strictly
controlled including temperature, humidity, and airflow. Any exhaust will be subjected to
carbon filtration prior to venting to the atmosphere. All entrances, exits, loading docks,
cannabis storage facilities and related operations will be covered by video monitoring and 24-
hour onsite security.  This operation will employ 4-8 employees throughout the year.

 
The application and CEQA IS/MND also include proposed testing and processing operations
which were not included in the approved CUP:
 

Proposed testing operations proposed for the site did not meet the criteria established
by Trinity County Zoning Code section 17.43C for Cannabis Testing Facility Regulations.
Processing Operations are not currently not recognized or provided for in the Trinity County
Zoning Code although provisions are included in state law for this type of operation.    

 
Should the testing and processing uses become viable operations at the project site in the future,
the CEQA determination has been made an amendment to the CUP may be submitted requesting
to include those uses.
The CUP was approved for Nursery, Non-Volatile Manufacturing and Distribution operations only
which are respectively addressed by 17.43A, 17.43F, and 17.43B. Specific findings required by
the applicable code sections sections were initially left out of the staff report and resolution.  These
findings were read into the record at the Planning Commission and included in the record which is
an appropriate and acceptable action in such circumstances.   
 
On June 18, 2021, an appeal of the Planning Commission's decision was filed by the Citizens for
Proper Community Planning based on the following: 
 

1. The Planning Commission's improper determination of General Plan consistency; 
2. Inadequate CEQA review, analysis and mitigation for the proposed project; and 
3. Insufficient CUP findings regarding land uses, injurious impacts and plan consistency.  

Alternatives Including Financial Implications:

Grant the appeal.      

Departmental Recommendation:

Deny the appeal based on the following:
 

1. No written comments were received during the 30-day public comment period for CEQA
citing inadequate CEQA review, analysis and mitigation.  

2. No comments were presented in writing or in oral testimony from the public in opposition to
this project at the Planning Commission meeting.

3. Uses described for the lower level of the Trinity Alps Business Park with a Conditional Use
Permit include heavy commercial and industrial uses. (A cannabis nursery CUP has already
been approved in 2018 on an adjacent parcel but has since expired.)  
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4. The proposed commercial cannabis uses are all allowed within an SUD zone where heavy
commercial and industrial uses are permitted.  

5. Including those findings read into the record at the June 10th meeting prior to approval,
adequate findings were made by the Planning Commission for this project.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Appeal Request Application Form
Planning Commission Memo from 6/10/21
Planning Commission Staff Report from 6/10/21
Additional Findings for the Record
Trinity Alps Business Park SUD Development Standards
TCC Code Sections 17.43A, B, C and F
Planning Commission Resolution 2021-08
Applicant Appeal Response
Appellant Appeal Response
Appellant Documents Received at 7/20/21 Meeting
Public Comment Recevied After Posting but Prior to the Meeting

July 30, 2021 Page 72 of 191



July 30, 2021 Page 73 of 191



July 30, 2021 Page 74 of 191



July 30, 2021 Page 75 of 191



July 30, 2021 Page 76 of 191



July 30, 2021 Page 77 of 191



July 30, 2021 Page 78 of 191



Administrative Draft 1 

ITEM NO. 5    MEETING DATE 6/10/2021      APPLICATION NO. P-19-38  

PROJECT TITLE:  Trinity Equipment and Materials (T.E.A.M.) Conditional Use Permit 

APPLICANT: Thomas Ballanco

PROPERTY OWNER:  Gina and Casey Massel 

REPORT BY:  Planning Director Kim Hunter and SHN  

LOCATION: 311 Industrial Park Way, Weaverville, California (APN 024-220-056)

GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION:  Industrial (I) 

ZONING DISTRICT:  Specific Unit Development (SUD) 

SITE CHARACTERISTICS: 

The approximately 6.90-acre project is located in the Lower Bench of the Trinity Alps 
Business Park in Weaverville at 311 Industrial Park Way, Weaverville (APN 024-220-056) 
(see Att. 3 – Location Map). Primary site access is provided via the paved Industrial Park 
Way road off of State Highway 299 (SR-299). The parcels immediately surrounding the 
project are designated by the County’s General Plan as Industrial (I). 

The land encompassing the project area is located on a currently undeveloped and highly 
disturbed industrial site, which in the past was the site of a concrete aggregate operation. 
The proposed project is located adjacent to Weaver Creek which merges with West 
Weaver Creek and is a tributary of the Trinity River watershed. The proposed project 
parcel is within the unincorporated community of Weaverville, California. Historical onsite 
activities included resource extraction (e.g., timber harvest and gravel mining). The 
subject parcel is bounded on the southeast by similar industrial uses, to the northwest by 
public facilities (wastewater treatment plant), to the west by the Weaver Creek riverine 
zone, and to the east by the Weaver Basin Wetlands conservation easement area (see 
Att. 4 – Project Aerial). 

The site currently has two existing buildings left over from the former concrete plant and 
a sewer system connection to the Weaverville Sewer District. Water is provided by the 
Weaverville Community Services District (Weaverville CSD) and is connected to a water 
meter. Power is provided by the Trinity Public Utilities District (TPUD).  

TRINITY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT 
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Trinity County Planning Commission 
Item No. 5 T.E.A.M. Conditional Use Permit (P-19-38)  

2 

The subject property’s main access is provided via the paved Industrial Park Way Road 
off of SR-299 (see Att. 3 – Location Map and Att. 4 – Project Aerial). The project falls 
under the Industrial (I) General Plan designation, with a zoning designation of Specific 
Unit Development (SUD). The site is adjoined by a 1.80 acre Industrial (I) designated 
parcel to the east (APN 024-220-055). Both the proposed project and APN 024-220-055 
are surrounded entirely by APN 024-220-046 which has a General Plan designation of 
Industrial (I) with an underlying zoning of Specific Unit Development (SUD). Surrounding 
land uses include a former sand and gravel operation, and a former soil business.  The 
parcel hosting the proposed project site is located on a former concrete aggregate 
operation. The previous parcel was subdivided and a 1.8-acre parcel that was split off 
from the original parcel was subsequently approved for a Conditional Use Permit on May 
24, 2017 by the Trinity County Planning Commission for a Commercial Cannabis Nursery.  

The existing General Plan Designation and Zoning District for the properties immediately 
adjacent to the project site are shown below (see Att. 5 – Zoning Map and Att. 6 – General 
Plan Designation Map).   

Table 1:  General Information about Adjacent Parcels 

APN / Direction 
from Site 

Size (acres) General Plan Designation Zoning District 

024-220-46 

North 

Portion of the 70.25 
total parcel acreage 

Industrial (I) 
Specific Unit Development 

(SUD) 

024-220-55 

East  
1.80 Industrial (I) 

Specific Unit Development 
(SUD) 

024-220-46  

South 

Portion of the 70.25 
total parcel acreage 

Industrial (I) 
Specific Unit Development 

(SUD) 

024-220-46 

West 

Portion of the 70.25 
total parcel acreage 

Industrial (I) 

Open Space (OS) 

Specific Unit Development 
(SUD) 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The purpose of this project is to operate a commercial cannabis business onsite as a 
permitted and licensed use under the County’s cannabis ordinances. The project, as 
proposed, meets the requirements for uses compatible within the Industrial (I) General 
Plan designation and is consistent with the Specific Unit Development (SUD) zoning. 

Related Zoning and Uses  
The subject property has been zoned by the County as Specific Unit Development (SUD), 
which at this location (Area 1, Trinity Alps Business Park, Lower Level) allows for 
industrial uses, including Wholesale Sales and Distribution conducted within a building 
(without the need for securing a Use Permit) and  any use with more than 20,000 square 
feet of floor and/or which “would exceed 60 decibels at the property line of the use” and/or 
“generates air emissions, … noise, offensive odors … which may be detrimental to the 
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Trinity County Planning Commission 
Item No. 5 T.E.A.M. Conditional Use Permit (P-19-38)  
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public health, safety or welfare” after first securing a Use Permit. The proposed uses are 
consistent with the uses allowed for Specific Unit Development (SUD) zoned lands.  

Proposed Operations  
The proposed project includes the five following proposed licensed operations and uses: 

1. Nursery: Operations will be conducted inside propagation chambers in buildings 
up to 2,000 square feet and in up to 20,000 square feet of enclosed greenhouses, 
with impermeable floors. The nursery will employ 2 people for 4 months of the year 
and 8 people for 8 months of the year (see Att. 7 – Project Site Plan). 

2. Processing: Operations will be conducted inside an enclosed steel building up to 
5,000 square feet. Pursuant to state license conditions, the interior environment 
will be strictly controlled including temperature, humidity, and airflow. Any exhaust 
will be subjected to carbon filtration prior to venting to the atmosphere. The 
processing operation will employ up to 20 persons, with the largest numbers 
expected between June and December (see Att. 7 – Project Site Plan). 

3. Non-Volatile Manufacturing: Operations will be conducted inside an enclosed steel 
building up to 5,000 square feet. Pursuant to state license conditions, the interior 
environment will be strictly controlled including temperature, humidity, and airflow. 
Any exhaust will be subjected to carbon filtration prior to venting to the atmosphere. 
All entrances, exits, loading docks, cannabis storage facilities, and related 
operations will be covered by video monitoring and 24‐hour onsite security. The 
manufacturing operation will employ 4‐8 persons throughout the year (see Att. 7 – 
Project Site Plan). 

4. Distribution: Operations will be conducted inside 1 to 2 enclosed steel buildings, 
each up to 5,000 square feet. Pursuant to state license conditions the interior 
environment will be strictly controlled including temperature, humidity, and airflow. 
Any exhaust will be subjected to carbon filtration prior to venting to the atmosphere. 
All entrances, exits, cannabis storage facilities, administrative hold areas, 
packaging operations, and loading docks will be covered by video monitoring and 
24‐hour onsite security. The distribution operation will employ 6‐12 persons 
throughout the year (see Att. 7 – Project Site Plan). 

5. Testing: Operations will be conducted inside an enclosed steel building up to 2,000 
square feet. Pursuant to state licensing conditions the interior environment will be 
strictly controlled for temperature, humidity, and airflow. Entrance will be strictly 
controlled by a key card system and as required by state regulation, any cannabis 
remaining after testing must be destroyed. The testing operation will employ 2‐4 
persons throughout the year (see Att. 7 – Project Site Plan).  

While the nursery will only involve low‐intensity lighting, any of the greenhouses using 
artificial light will be covered at dusk so that no glare escapes. Security lighting will be 
directional and generally downcast to avoid any glare impacts on surrounding businesses, 
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scenic vistas, and residences on the Davis Road – Ponderosa Lane bluff that look down 
on the Business Park’s lower bench. 

Each separate building that handles cannabis or cannabis products open to the internal 
environment will maintain a sufficient number of exhaust fans (Model: Vortex V-16XL, 
capacity 3800 CFM) with inline carbon filters to create negative air pressure throughout 
the building at all times during operating hours. For the 5,000 square foot buildings, 
assuming 20-foot ceilings throughout, this will entail 3 fans in each building so that the 
internal air is exchanged through the filters six times per hour. Fans will exhaust out the 
back of each building so as to minimize any noise they may create. 

Site Access  
The subject property’s main access is provided through an existing paved road (Industrial 
Park Way), from which an unimproved onsite access road is entered through a controlled 
locking gate. No new roadway encroachments are required for the implementation of the 
proposed project.  

Water Availability  
Water is provided to the project site by the Weaverville CSD. The proposed project will 
not require the use of any groundwater or other/additional water resources for any of its 
operations. The parcel is served by a 2-inch water line and meter from the Weaverville 
CSD. Pursuant to Weaverville CSD’s Standard Water Service Rates, a 2-inch meter is 
allowed 3,500 cubic feet of water per month as part of the minimum charge. Water use 
above the minimum allocation is billed at the rate of $1.68 per 100 cubic feet. 

The nursery is the only proposed use that will consume a significant amount of water 
beyond that required for employee bathrooms and break areas. Immature cannabis plants 
and clones use significantly less water than plants grown to maturity for flower production, 
and require up to 1-inch of water per week during the hottest parts of the year.  

Domestic Wastewater Discharge  
The site maintains an existing municipal sewer system that would continue to serve the 
subject property treating typical residential-grade wastewater from daily employee use. 
Subject to seasonal fluctuations (i.e., depending upon the time of year), it is anticipated 
there would be at a maximum forty-four (44) full-time onsite employees. Any wastewater 
runoff from the nursery operation will be captured by floor drains and directed to a cistern 
that will be pumped and trucked offsite. All proposed uses will take place within enclosed 
buildings over impermeable floors. No wastewater, other than that generated by sinks 
and toilets, will be discharged to the Weaverville Sanitary District or the surrounding 
environment. 

STAFF/AGENCY COMMENTS:

Project referrals were sent out to the various County departments and applicable 
government agencies on August 4, 2020.  A summary of the comments received are 
contained in Table 2 below.  
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Table 2:  Summary of Staff/Agency Comments  

Department/Agency Comment 
Comments 

Addressed? 

County Assessor’s Office No response received. NA 
County Transportation 
Department 

No response received. NA 

County Building Department No response received.  NA 
County Environmental Health 
Department 

No response received. NA 

CDFW No response received. NA 
Fire District: Weaverville No response received. NA 
NCRWQCB No response received. NA 
NCUAQMD No response received. NA 

Nor-Rel-Muk Nation 
A request for consultation pursuant to AB 
52 was initiated on August 18, 2020.  No 
response was received. 

NA 

Redding Rancheria 
A request for consultation pursuant to AB 
52 was initiated on August 18, 2020.  No 
response was received. 

NA 

Round Valley 
Reservation/Covelo Indian 

A request for consultation pursuant to AB 
52 was initiated on August 18, 2020.  No 
response was received. 

NA 

Trinity Public Utilities District No response received. NA 
Weaverville Community Services 
District 

No response received. NA 

Weaverville Sanitary District 
(WSD) 

The WSD responded to the referral with 
comments related to the following: 1) 
submittal of a Wastewater Discharge Permit 
Application; 2) payment of all applicable 
fees associated with additional wastewater 
connections; and 3) development of a plan 
for offsite waste management. 

The comments from 
the WSD have been 
included as a 
condition of approval 
for the project (see 
condition 4). 

Wintu Educational & Cultural 
Council 

A request for consultation pursuant to AB 
52 was initiated on August 18, 2020.  No 
response was received. 

NA 

As indicated in Table 2, the department/agency comments received for the project were 
addressed through conditions of approval.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED:

As of the writing of this staff report, public comments were received from the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) on the CEQA Initial Study/Mitigation Negative 
Declaration (IS/MND) that was prepared for the project.  A summary of the comments 
and responses from County staff are included below. 

California Department of Fish & Wildlife: Habitat Conservation Program Manager Curt 
Babcock of the Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) submitted a letter to the County 
(dated 5/27/21) with comments on the CEQA IS/MND that was prepared for the proposed 
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project.  The comments provided by CDFW and responses from County staff are provided 
below: 

1. Setbacks:  Figure 2.0-2, Site Plan shows a single riparian setback from Weaver 
Creek. It is unclear how the setback was measured and whether minimum 
setbacks are being met all along the segment of channel that flows parallel to the 
western boundary of the Project parcel. All construction activities should take place 
at least 150 feet from Weaver Creek, measured from the 2-year high water mark 
of the creek or from the top edge of the creek bank if the channel is incised, 
whichever is more conservative (adapted from State Water Resources Control 
Board’s Cannabis Cultivation Policy, 2019). 

Response to Comment 1:  Despite any potential inaccuracies contained in the Site 
Plan included in the IS/MND, the project applicant is required to comply with the 
setback requirements of the State Water Resources Control Board Cannabis 
General Order, which CDFW used as the basis for their comments on this issue.  
As part of implementation of the proposed project, compliance inspections will be 
conducted by various government agencies, which will ensure the site design 
complies with applicable regulatory requirements.       

2. Species of Special Concern: The following species of special concern (SSC) have 
a high likelihood of occurring in the riparian habitat of the Project parcel and are 
sensitive to anthropogenic disturbance. Setbacks should be flagged or fenced to 
prevent encroachment to minimize significant impacts to: 

 Foothill yellow-legged frog (Rana boylii) 
Foothill yellow-legged frog is an SSC that dwells in streams and requires 
flowing water. Foothill yellow-legged frogs have been observed to occur in 
Weaver Creek. During exceptionally dry periods, foothill yellow legged frogs 
may seek refuge in any surface water. If surface water is present during the 
work period, the Department recommends a biologist inspect the work area 
daily before work begins and during construction. If foothill yellow-legged 
frogs are observed at any time during Project construction, work shall halt, 
and the Department should be contacted. 

 Coastal tailed frog (Ascaphus truei)   
Coastal tailed frog is an SSC that dwells primarily in streams and requires 
cold, swiftly flowing water. Coastal tailed frogs are sensitive to temperature 
increases caused by sedimentation, vegetation removal, and shifts in algal 
communities. Appropriate setbacks must be met, and special care should 
be employed to ensure that no runoff from the cannabis waste area enters 
Weaver Creek. The Department recommends a biologist inspect the work 
area daily before work begins and during construction. If coastal tailed frogs 
are observed at any time during Project construction, work shall halt, and 
the Department should be contacted. 
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 Western pond turtle (Emys marmorata) 
Western pond turtle is an SSC that occurs in a broad range of aquatic water 
bodies, including flowing streams and wetlands, and exhibits high site 
fidelity. It is not unlikely that the pond turtle would use the Project site to 
move between habitats. Furthermore, if found and relocated, the likelihood 
of the pond turtle returning to the construction site is high. The Department 
recommends a biologist inspect the work area daily before work begins and 
during construction. If western pond turtles are observed at any time during 
Project construction, work shall halt, and the Department should be 
contacted. 

Response to Comment 2:  The applicant is required to comply with Sections 
17.43G.030.D and 17.43G.030.E of the County Cannabis Ordinance (No. 315-
849), which address special-status amphibians and pond turtles, respectively. 
These sections require pre-construction surveys to be conducted by a qualified 
biologist 24 hours before new development activities.  If special-status amphibians 
or pond turtles are located, injury or mortality to these individuals will be avoided 
by modifying project design, installation of exclusionary fencing, or relocating 
animals in consultation with CDFW. If special-status amphibians or pond turtles 
are not detected during the pre-construction survey, further mitigation is not 
required.  The Environmental Impact Report (EIR) prepared for the County’s 
Cannabis Ordinance (DEIR, pgs. 3.4-44 to 3.4-47) determined that the 
implementation of these measures would reduce impacts to special-status 
amphibians and pond turtles to a less than significant level.  The requirement to 
conduct pre-construction surveys for special-amphibians and pond turtles per the 
requirements of the County Cannabis Ordinance, has been included as a condition 
of approval for the project.  

3. Nesting Birds:  If the Project has the potential to directly impact nesting bird habitat 
or indirectly disturb nesting birds through audio or visual disturbance, the 
Department recommends the following measures be implemented to protect 
nesting birds and raptors protected under FGC sections 3503 and 3503.5: 

a) Conduct vegetation removal and other ground-disturbance activities 
associated with construction from September 1 through January 31, when 
birds are not nesting; or  

b) Conduct pre-construction surveys for nesting birds if vegetation removal or 
ground disturbing activities are to take place during the nesting season 
(February 1 through August 31). These surveys shall be conducted by a 
qualified biologist no more than one week prior to vegetation removal or 
construction activities during the nesting season. If an active nest is located 
during the pre-construction surveys, a non-disturbance buffer shall be 
established around the nest by a qualified biologist in consultation with the 
Department. No vegetation removal or construction activities shall occur 
within this non-disturbance buffer until the young have fledged, as 
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determined through additional monitoring by the qualified biologist. The 
results of the pre-construction surveys shall be sent electronically to the 
Department at R1CEQARedding@wildlife.ca.gov.  

Response to Comment 3: The applicant is required to comply with Sections 
17.43G.030.F and 17.43G.030.H of the County Cannabis Ordinance (No. 315-
849), which includes similar standards for pre-construction nesting bird surveys.  
The EIR prepared for the County’s Cannabis Ordinance (DEIR, pgs. 3.4-47 to 3.4-
48 and pgs. 3.4-51 to 3.4-52) determined that the implementation of these 
measures would reduce impacts to nesting birds to a less than significant level.  
The requirement to conduct pre-construction surveys for nesting birds per the 
requirements of the County Cannabis Ordinance, has been included as a condition 
of approval for the project.  

4. Native Vegetation in Landscaping: The Department recommends utilizing 
vegetation native to the local area in landscaping whenever possible. Benefits of 
utilizing native vegetation in landscaping include providing resources for native 
wildlife such as hummingbirds and beneficial pollinators, conserving water, 
reducing pesticide use, and reducing landscaping maintenance. The California 
Native Plant Society (CNPS) website (https://www.cnps.org) includes a variety of 
useful information and tools to help determine which native species occur in a 
particular area, information on care and maintenance of native species, and 
contacts for purchasing native plants or seeds. The CNPS tool Calscape generates 
a list of native plants that grow in an area based on a specific address. A search 
of Calscape returned a wide variety of plants native to the Project site and 
surrounding landscapes (https://calscape.org/). 

For more information regarding the importance of using native species in 
landscaping, please see the CNPS Guidelines for Landscaping to Protect Native 
Vegetation from Genetic Degradation at: https://www.cnps.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/04/landscaping.pdf. 

Response to Comment 4: The Trinity County Code and County Cannabis 
Ordinance do not contain requirements for native landscaping, except in the case 
when cultivation sites are visible from a County-designated scenic roadway, or 
scenic byway, or Trinity heritage scenic byway (Section 17.43.060.U of Ord. No. 
315-849).  As described in the Aesthetics section of the IS/MND (pg. 3.0-6), the 
section of SR-299 that passes by the Trinity Alps Business Park is part of the Trinity 
Scenic Byway. However, there are no views of the site from SR-299 as the site is 
approximately 100 feet lower in elevation than the highway and obscured from 
view by topography, vegetation, and buildings. According to the applicant’s 
consultant, some of the plant species proposed for the site landscaping are native 
to Trinity County and some are non-native.  CDFW is recommending that native 
plants be used whenever possible.  Since Trinity County and CDFW do not have 
any regulations applicable to the project that require the use of all native 
landscaping, County staff has determined that there is no basis for requiring the 
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applicant to comply with this recommendation.   

5. Survey Results: If any special status species are found during surveys, the 
Department requests that California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB) forms 
be filled out and sent to Sacramento and a copy of the form be sent to the Regional 
office at the above address. Instructions for providing data to the CNDDB can be 
found at: https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. 

Response to Comment 5: Unless permits are required from CDFW, USFWS, or 
other regulatory agencies with jurisdiction, the submittal of species observation 
data to CDFW for inclusion in the CNDDB database is a voluntary activity that is 
often undertaken by biologists and botanists that complete surveys for special 
status species. Although highly encouraged by CDFW and Trinity County, County 
staff has determined there is no basis for requiring the applicant and/or their 
biological consultants to comply with this recommendation. 

GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY: 

The project site has been designated Industrial (I) in the County General Plan. As 
discussed in the General Plan Land Use Element, industrial designated areas are 
intended to indicate the most likely and desirable areas for industrial development 
including federal, state, or local facilities of an industrial nature. Industrial areas should 
be located near existing communities to promote energy conservation and to utilize 
community services as required. The County General Plan did not specifically anticipate 
commercial cannabis operations when it was developed. However, when the County 
adopted its Cannabis Ordinance, it determined that several General Plan designations 
and zoning districts were appropriate for the cannabis activities proposed by this 
application (i.e., nursery, processing, non-volatile manufacturing, distribution, and testing 
operations). The Industrial (I) designation was determined to be appropriate for the 
proposed uses. Therefore, the above noted operations on property designated for 
Industrial (I) land uses, is found to be consistent with the General Plan.   

COUNTY CODE COMPLIANCE: 

Both the County General Plan and County Code did not specifically anticipate 
development of commercial cannabis when they were developed and adopted. In 
response to California State Law that allows commercial cannabis activities under 
permitted and controlled conditions, Trinity County developed County-specific ordinances 
to regulate commercial cannabis cultivation, testing, nurseries, manufacturing, 
distribution, microbusiness, events, and sales within the County.  Ordinance 315-824 
(Cannabis Testing Facilities Regulations), Ordinance 315-833 (Wholesale Cannabis 
Nurseries and Resale of Auxiliary Nursery Products), Ordinance 315-834 (Distribution of 
Cannabis), Ordinance 315-842 (Commercial Manufacturing of Cannabis), and Ordinance 
315-849 (Implementation of the Mitigation Measures for the County’s Commercial 
Cannabis Program) apply to the proposed project and are referred to, collectively, in this 
section as the “Cannabis Ordinance.” 
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The project site has been zoned by the County as Specific Unit Development (SUD), 
which at this location (Area 1, Trinity Alps Business Park, Lower Level) allows for 
industrial uses, including Wholesale Sales and Distribution conducted within a building 
(without the need for securing a Use Permit) and  any use with more than 20,000 square 
feet of floor and/or which “would exceed 60 decibels at the property line of the use” and/or 
“generates air emissions, … noise, offensive odors … which may be detrimental to the 
public health, safety or welfare” after first securing a Use Permit. As discussed below, the 
proposed cannabis uses are consistent with the uses allowed by the County Cannabis 
Ordinance in the Specific Unit Development (SUD) zoning district.  

Per Section 17.43A.020 of the County Cannabis Ordinance, to be eligible for a Type 4 
(Wholesale Cannabis Nurseries and Resale of Auxiliary Nursery Products) license, the 
applicant must be applying for property that is located within an allowable zoning district 
and apply for and obtain a Conditional Use Permit. This Conditional Use Permit 
application is for a property that is appropriately zoned Specific Unit Development (SUD), 
making the property eligible for a Type 4 wholesale nursery license. 

Per Section 17.43B.020 of the County Cannabis Ordinance, to be eligible for a Type 11 
(Distribution) license, the applicant must be applying for property that is located within an 
allowable zoning district and apply for and obtain a Conditional Use Permit. This 
Conditional Use Permit application is for a property that is appropriately zoned Specific 
Unit Development (SUD), making the property eligible for a Type 11 distribution license. 

Per Section 17.43C.020 of the County Cannabis Ordinance, to be eligible for a Type 8 
(Testing) license, the applicant must be applying for property that is located within an 
allowable zoning district and apply for and obtain a Conditional Use Permit. The subject 
property has been zoned by the County as Specific Unit Development (SUD), which at 
this location (Area 1, Trinity Alps Business Park, Lower Level) allows for industrial uses. 
The subject parcel (APN 024-220-056) is also located on a former concrete aggregate 
operation. Per Section 17.24.030 (Specific Unit Development or “SUD” Zone District), any 
use or combination of uses which are arranged and designed in such a manner as to 
result in development which is internally compatible and compatible with surrounding 
uses is permitted as long as a planning commission use permit is obtained.  As previously 
described above, the proposed project is adjoined by a 1.80 acre Industrial (I) designated 
parcel to the east (APN 024-220-055). Both the proposed project site (APN 024-220-056) 
and APN 024-220-055 are surrounded entirely by APN 024-220-046 which has a General 
Plan designation of Industrial (I) with an underlying zoning of Specific Unit Development 
(SUD). Surrounding land uses include a former sand and gravel operation and a former 
soil business.  The 1.80-acre parcel (APN 024-220-055) was subsequently approved for 
a Conditional Use Permit on May 24, 2017 by the Trinity County Planning Commission 
for a Commercial Cannabis Nursery. Per the Trinity Alps Business Park Development 
Standards, Section C, “Uses Permitted Subject to First Securing a Use Permit – Lower 
Level,” the following uses are conditionally permitted:  

 Any use with more than 20,000 square feet of floor;  
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 Any use requiring an “Authority to Construct Permit” from the North Coast Unified 
Air Quality Control Board;  
Any use requiring a “Discharge Permit” from the Regional Water Quality Control 
Board;  

 Any use which would exceed 60 decibels at the property line of the use; 
 Any use which generates air emissions, liquid, solid or hazardous wastes, noise, 

offensive odors, smoke, dust or glare in a manner which may be detrimental to the 
public health, safety or welfare; 

 Batch plants; and  
 Rock crushing. 

Staff believes that the Conditional Use Permit application, as described, evaluated, and 
mitigated in the Draft IS/MND (SCH #2021040656), is consistent with the industrial uses 
allowed and intended for Specific Unit Development (SUD) zoned lands identified within 
Area 1, Trinity Alps Business Park, Lower Level, making the property eligible for a Type 
8 testing license.  

Per Section 17.43F.020 of the County Cannabis Ordinance, to be eligible for a Type 6 
(Non-Volatile Manufacturing) license, the applicant must be applying for property that is 
located within an allowable zoning district and apply for and obtain a Conditional Use 
Permit. In accordance with Section 17.43.F.040, the applicant has proposed a security 
and emergency response plan pursuant to Bureau of Cannabis Control (BCC) 
regulations. This Conditional Use Permit application under consideration is for a property 
that is appropriately zoned Specific Unit Development (SUD) in Area 1, Trinity Alps 
Business Park, Lower Level which allows industrial type uses with a Use Permit, making 
the property eligible for a Type 11 non-volatile manufacturing license. 

Table 3 compares the design of the proposed project to the applicable development 
standards contained in the Trinity Alps Business Park Development Standards. These 
development guidelines supplement the Trinity County Zoning Code.  

Table 3:  Summary of County Code Compliance 
County Code 
Development  

Standard

County Code 
Requirement 

Proposed by 
Project 

Compliant 
with County 

Code? 

Minimum Lot Size ½ acre >5 acres Yes 
Minimum Lot Width 100 feet >100 feet Yes 

Maximum Lot Coverage 60% <15% Yes 
Minimum Front Yard 20 feet >20 feet Yes 
Minimum Side Yard 20 feet >10 feet Yes 
Minimum Rear Yard 10 feet >20 feet Yes 

Maximum building height 45 feet <45 feet Yes 

As illustrated on the Project Site Plan (see Att. 7) and noted in Table 3, the proposed 
project has been designed to be consistent with the development standards in the County 
Code.   
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW:  

Since the project is subject to discretionary review by the County Planning Commission 
(i.e., Use Permit), a California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) determination must be 
adopted as part of the approval. Due to the site conditions and characteristics, such as 
those involving biological resources and cultural resources, the project does not qualify 
for an exemption under CEQA. As such, an Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(IS/MND) has been prepared and is proposed for adoption pursuant to the CEQA 
Guidelines. The IS/MND identifies mitigation for impacts related to aesthetics, air quality, 
biological resources, cultural resources, and tribal cultural resources. The potential 
impacts that require mitigation are related to short-term construction and long-term 
operation of the proposed project. 

As required by CEQA Guidelines Section 15073(d), the CEQA document prepared for the 
project was sent to the State Clearinghouse (SCH#: 2021040656) and was circulated for 
review from 4/28/2021 to 5/27/2021.  As required by CEQA Guidelines Section 15072(a), 
a ‘Notice of Availability’ was provided to the public, responsible agencies, and trustee 
agencies, and the County Clerk. As previously stated, comments were received from 
CDFW on the IS/MND. See a summary of the comments received and responses from 
County staff in the section on Public Comments above.  Minor revisions were made to the 
IS/MND to clarify the project analysis. The revisions made to the IS/MND clarify the 
information in the IS/MND and/or provide minor corrections or edits to the text. The 
revisions to the IS/MND do not identify new significant environmental impacts, do not 
constitute significant new information, and do not alter the conclusions of the 
environmental analysis. Where revisions consist of added or modified text, that text is 
underlined (example text), while deleted text is struck out (example text).  

The revised CEQA IS/MND can be found online at the County of Trinity website at the 
following address:  https://www.trinitycounty.org/Planning

The cannabis permit application for this property was submitted to the County in 
November 2019. During the processing of this application, the County adopted an 
Amended Cannabis Program Ordinance and a corresponding Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) (SCH#: 2018122049) on 12/28/20. The EIR contains a number of mitigation 
measures that were also incorporated into the County’s Amended Cannabis Program 
Ordinance as enforceable regulations. These regulations are primarily performance 
standards and will be required, where applicable, as conditions of approval for the 
proposed project. This will ensure that the project is consistent with the requirements of 
the County’s Cannabis Ordinance and do not change any of the significance 
determinations in the CEQA IS/MND prepared for the proposed project.  

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Conditional Use Permit Findings 
Trinity County Code Section 17.32.010 states the following:  
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“A use permit is granted at the discretion of the Planning Commission or the Planning 
Director and is not the automatic right of any applicant.  In considering an application for 
a use permit, the following guidelines shall be observed, 1. Sound Principals of Land Use; 
A use permit shall be granted upon sound principals of land use.  2. Not Injurious; A use 
permit shall not be granted if it will be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare, 
or if it results in the creation of a public nuisance.  3. Plan Consistency; A use permit must 
comply with the objectives of the general or specific plan for the area in which it is located.” 

In considering the conditional use permit, the following findings are recommended 
pursuant to the guidelines of Section 17.32.010 of the Trinity County Code: 

1. Sound Principles of Land Use.  A use permit shall be granted upon sound 
principals of land use.   

Finding:  As required by the County’s Cannabis Ordinance, the applicant is 
applying for a Conditional Use Permit to allow nursery, processing, non-volatile 
manufacturing, distribution, and testing operations on APN 024-220-056 located 
within Area 1, Trinity Alps Business Park, Lower Level.  Evaluation of the project 
has determined that the project as proposed, conditioned, and mitigated is: 1) 
compatible with the General Plan land use designation, neighborhood character, 
and the intensity of uses in the surrounding area; 2) consistent with the County 
Cannabis Ordinance; and 3) compliant with CEQA.  

2. Not Injurious.  A use permit shall not be granted if it will be detrimental to the 
public health, safety or welfare, or if it results in the creation of a public 
nuisance.   

Finding:  The project, as proposed, conditioned, and mitigated, will not cause 
detrimental effects to public health, safety, welfare or result in the creation of a 
public nuisance.  The project site is surrounded entirely by APN 024-220-046, 
which has a General Plan designation of Industrial (I) with an underlying zoning of 
Specific Unit Development (SUD). Surrounding land uses include a former sand 
and gravel operation, a former soil business, and a Commercial Cannabis Nursery 
approved by Trinity County Planning in 2017 bordering the proposed project 
parcel. The closest sensitive receptors to the project site are more than 650 feet 
from the project site and will not be significantly impacted by potential impacts from 
the project. 

3. Plan Consistency:  A use permit must comply with the objectives of the 
general plan or specific plan for the area in which it is located. 

Finding:  The project, as proposed and conditioned, is consistent with the goals 
and objectives of the County General Plan and Specific Unit Development (SUD) 
zoning district (Area 1, Trinity Alps Business Park, Lower Level), as the proposed 
project consists of land uses that are of a commercial and/or light industrial nature 

July 30, 2021 Page 91 of 191



Trinity County Planning Commission 
Item No. 5 T.E.A.M. Conditional Use Permit (P-19-38)  

14 

(i.e., nursery, processing, non-volatile manufacturing, distribution, and testing 
operations) on a site designated as Industrial (I). 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission Adopt a resolution to: 

a) Adopt the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) determination of a 
Mitigated Negative Declaration and the Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting 
Program (MMRP);  

b) Approve the Conditional Use Permit (P-19-38) based on the recommended 
findings in Resolution 2021-08 and subject to the conditions of approval set 
forth in Exhibit A to Resolution 2021-08. 

ATTACHMENTS:

1) Draft Resolution 2021-08 and Conditions of Approval 

2) CEQA Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MMRP) 

3) Location Map 

4) Project Aerial 

5) Zoning Map 

6) General Plan Designation Map 

7) Project Site Plan 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-08 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
OF THE COUNTY OF TRINITY  

APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT  
(Trinity Equipment and Materials (T.E.A.M.), P-19-38) 

WHEREAS, Thomas Ballanco filed an application dated November 1, 2019 for a Commercial Cannabis 
Conditional Use Permit (P-19-18).  The CUP is for operation of an onsite nursery, processing, non-
volatile manufacturing, distribution, and testing facilities on a site designated as Industrial (I).  The 
project is located at 311 Industrial Park Way, Weaverville, California on Trinity County assessor parcel 
number 024-220-56; and    

WHEREAS, County of Trinity staff has reviewed the submitted application and evidence and has 
referred the application and evidence to all governmental and utility agencies affected by the development 
to allow the opportunity for conducting site inspections and providing comments and recommendations; 
and 

WHEREAS, the project is subject to environmental review pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) and the County of Trinity is the lead agency for the project.  A proposed Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) has been prepared with respect to said project and a 
Notice of Availability was published in a newspaper of general circulation, filed with the County of 
Trinity Clerk-Recorder’s Office, and filed with the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research CEQA 
State Clearinghouse (State Clearinghouse).  The IS/MND was made available for review and comment by 
the general public and public agencies for a period of 30 days (4/24/21 to 5/27/21) by posting it on the 
County of Trinity website and filing with the State Clearinghouse (SCH#: 2021040656); and 

WHEREAS, after due notice of public hearing in accordance with applicable laws, the matter came on 
for hearing before the Planning Commission of the County of Trinity on June 10, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, at said public hearing, due consideration was given to all oral and written comments 
regarding the request for approval of the Conditional Use Permit, and the Planning Commission 
concluded that the Conditional Use Permit should be granted subject to certain conditions hereinafter set 
forth; and 

WHEREAS, at said public hearings, due consideration was given to the proposed IS/MND and 
Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program, the environmental effect of the project, and any changes 
connected therewith.  The Planning Commission reviewed and considered the whole record before it and 
found that there is no substantial evidence that the project, as mitigated, will have a significant effect on 
the environment. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the County of Trinity 
makes the following findings:  

1. Pursuant to the State CEQA Guidelines, the Planning Commission of the County of Trinity makes the 
following environmental findings:  

A. The Planning Commission of the County of Trinity finds on the basis of the Initial Study and all 
comments received, that the proposed commercial cannabis development would have potential 
significant effects on the environment, which, with the inclusion of specific mitigation measures, 
will be rendered less than significant.  Accordingly, a Mitigated Negative Declaration and 
Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program is adopted pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines. 
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2. Pursuant to Chapter 17.32 (Use Permits) of the County Code of Ordinances, the Planning 
Commission of the County of Trinity makes the following findings for the Use Permit:  

A. As required by the County’s Cannabis Ordinance, the applicant is applying for a Conditional Use 
Permit to allow nursery, processing, non-volatile manufacturing, distribution, and testing 
operations on APN 024-220-56 located within Area 1, Trinity Alps Business Park, Lower Level.  
Evaluation of the project has determined that the project as proposed, conditioned, and mitigated 
is: 1) compatible with the General Plan land use designation, neighborhood character, and the 
limited intensity uses of the surrounding area; 2) consistent with the County Cannabis Ordinance; 
and 3) compliant with CEQA. 

B. The project, as proposed, conditioned, and mitigated, will not cause detrimental effects to public 
health, safety, welfare or result in the creation of a public nuisance.  The project site is surrounded 
entirely by APN 024-220-46 which has a General Plan designation of Industrial (I) with an 
underlying zoning of Specific Unit Development (SUD). Surrounding land uses include a former 
sand and gravel operation, a former soil business, and a Commercial Cannabis Nursery approved 
by Trinity County Planning in 2017 bordering the proposed project parcel. The closest sensitive 
receptors to the project site are more 650 feet from the project site and will not be significantly 
impacted by potential impacts from the project.

C. The project, as proposed and conditioned, is consistent with the goals and objectives of the 
County General Plan and Specific Unit Development (SUD) zoning district (Area 1, Trinity Alps 
Business Park, Lower Level), as the proposed project consists of nursery, processing, non-volatile 
manufacturing, distribution, and testing operations on a site designated as Industrial (I).

3. The Planning Commission of the County of Trinity hereby approves the Conditional Use Permit (P-
19-38), subject to the conditions set forth in Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and made a part hereof.  

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED this 10th day of June, 2021 by the Planning Commission of the County 
of Trinity by motion of Commissioner ______________, seconded by Commissioner ______________, 
and the following vote: 

AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN:  
RECUSE: 

DIANA STEWART, Chair  
Planning Commission 
County of Trinity, State of California 
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ATTEST: 

By:    _ 
KIMBERLY HUNTER  
Secretary of the Planning Commission  
County of Trinity, State of California 
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EXHIBIT “A” to Resolution PC-2021-08 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

(Trinity Equipment and Materials (T.E.A.M.), P-19-38) 

The following conditions of approval shall be satisfied prior to the issuance of any building permits, 
unless a different time for compliance is specifically noted: 

1. The Permittee shall comply with all County cannabis regulations, as are applicable for the 
commercial cannabis activities proposed by the Permittee under this use permit. These 
regulations are provided in the Trinity County Board of Supervisors Ordinances 315-823, 315-
824, 315-826, 315-828, 315-829, 315-830, 315-833, 315-834, 315-835, 315-849, and as 
amended. 

2. The Permittee must be in compliance with all County building permit requirements including, but 
not limited to, structures, roads, electrical, and water and sewer connections.  Prior to issuance of 
building permits, a detailed and to scale site plan depicting the existing and proposed 
development of the site, including building envelopes or footprints, setbacks, parking and 
circulation shall be provided for review and approval by Trinity County.  Adequate area for 
parking and internal circulation shall be provided. 

3. Structures on the property shall be in compliance with the California Building Code and Trinity 
County Code.  

4. The Permittee shall comply with all relevant requirements listed in the project referral response 
received from the Weaverville Sanitary District.  

5. The Permittees site uses must be in compliance with State and County Fire Safe Regulations. 
Should the County or State determine that site conditions are not in compliance with the Fire Safe 
Regulations, the Permittee shall be required to come into compliance. 

6. This Use Permit is subject to the Permittee securing all necessary permits for the development 
and eventual use of the project site for commercial cannabis activities from County, State and 
Federal agencies having jurisdiction over the activities at the project site, and as applicable to the 
Permittees uses.  Any requirements imposed by an agency having jurisdiction shall be considered 
a condition of this permit.  The County shall in no-way be considered responsible for issuance or 
oversight of State or Federal permits/authorizations that may apply to the uses by the Permittee 
under this use permit.  The Permittee has the sole responsibility for compliance with all 
requirements and regulations. 

7. This Use Permit shall become effective after all applicable appeal periods have expired or appeal 
processes exhausted.  Failure of the Permittee to make use of this use permit within one year or 
failure to comply with payment of any fees within specified time periods shall result in the 
automatic expiration/termination of this permit.   

8. Any proposed changes or modifications to the uses at the site by the Permittee will require review 
and approval by the Trinity County Planning Department, prior to those changes or 
modifications.  Based on the proposed changes or modifications, the Planning Department may 
require additional reviews and approvals from other County/State/Federal departments or 
agencies as may be appropriate for the proposed changes or modifications.   
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The following conditions of approval include the mitigation measures from the Initial Study/Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (SCH#: 2021040656) that was prepared for the proposed project.  The responsibility 
for implementation and timing of these mitigation measures is identified in the Mitigation, Monitoring, 
and Reporting Program. 

11. A-1: The Nursery would utilize only low‐intensity lighting, and the greenhouses will be covered at 
dusk so that no light/glare escapes. Security lighting will be directional and generally downcast to 
avoid any light and/or glare impacts on surrounding industrial properties or residences up on the 
bluff to the northeast. 

12. AQ-1: Any and all exhaust produced by the Project will be treated by forced-air venting through 
carbon filters to eliminate any potential impact from objectionable odors produced by the 
proposed operations at the Project site. 

13. BIO-1: The following measures shall be implemented to minimize potential impacts to resident 
and migratory wildlife utilizing habitat around the Project site:  

 All buildings and Project activity on the parcel should remain within a 150-foot disturbance 
buffer of the Class I stream, Weaver Creek, as per regulatory statutes.  

 The County Cannabis Cultivation ordinance (Ordinance No. 315-823 and amendments) as 
well as CDFA licensing regulations [3 California Code of Regulations (CCR) § 8304(c) 
and (g)] require light generated by the proposed project would be required to be both (1) 
downcast, shielded and/or screened to keep light from emanating offsite or into the sky, 
and (2) light uses for operations require that lighting in greenhouses is shielded so that little 
to no light escapes, and light shall not escape at a level that is visible from neighboring 
properties between sunset and sunrise.  

 The Nursery should utilize only low‐intensity lighting, and the greenhouses should be 
covered at dusk so that no light/glare escapes, per county requirements.  

 Security lighting should be directional and motion activated, and generally downcast to 
avoid any light and/or glare impacts. This implementation of the standard requirements of 
the County’s General Plan and Weaverville Town Plan provides a uniform standard for 
reduction and minimization of light trespass.  

 All hazardous and non-hazardous waste should be collected and disposed of or recycled 
offsite. All trash should be disposed of regularly, so as not to attract wildlife. 

 Placement of temporary staging areas and other facilities shall avoid or minimize 
disturbance to habitat and remain outside of the 150-foot riparian buffer.  

 Vehicle speed shall be kept to a maximum of 10 mph while onsite to minimize dust 
generation. 

 All fuel sources and chemicals shall be stored and handled properly to prevent leakage into 
the environment and refueling and storage shall occur greater than 100 feet away from any 
creeks, or natural areas. 

 All refueling and pesticide and chemical storage and transfer should occur on top of an 
impermeable surface capable of completely containing any spillage. 

 Containers including buckets should be turned over on their sides to allow animals to 
escape when not in use. 

 Excavation and grading activities should be scheduled for dry weather periods to prevent 
additional sedimentation and erosion. 

 Loud activity exceeding 50 db 100 ft from the Project site, including construction activity 
with heavy machinery, should be completed outside of the northern spotted owl (NSO) 
breeding period (February 1- September 1), and within normal operating business hours (8 
AM- 5 PM). 
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 Site activity post-construction should not regularly exceed 50 db 100 ft from the Project 
area to prevent disturbance to NSO, bats, and other wildlife. 

 Special care should be given to activity and disturbance during peak migration periods 
(Spring and Fall) to reduce disturbance to other migratory bird species utilizing adjacent 
habitat.  

 If shrubs and non-woody riparian vegetation are disturbed, they shall be replaced with 
similar native species appropriate to the site. 

 All vegetation shall be surveyed on foot once a year by staff and new outbreaks of any 
invasive weeds identified by the California Invasive Plant Council as noxious or invasive 
to be removed by the owner or qualified landscaping professionals. 

 The spread or introduction of exotic plant species shall be avoided to the maximum extent 
possible by avoiding areas with established native vegetation during cleanup/restoration 
activities, restoring disturbed areas with appropriate native species, and post-Project 
monitoring and control of exotic species. 

 Removal of invasive exotic species after construction activities is strongly recommended. 
Mechanical removal (hand tools, weed whacking, hand pulling) of exotics should be done 
in preparation for establishment of native plantings, if appropriate. 

14. CR-1: If cultural resources, such as chipped or ground stone, or bone are discovered during 
ground-disturbance activities, work shall be stopped within 50 feet of the discovery, as required 
by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; January 1999 Revised Guidelines, Title 14 
California Code of Regulations [CCR] 15064.5 (f)). Work near the archaeological finds shall not 
resume until a professional archaeologist, who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and 
Guidelines, has evaluated the material and offered recommendations for further action. 

15. CR-2: If In the event that previously unidentified evidence of human burial or human remains are 
discovered during project construction, work will stop at the discovery location, within 20 meters 
(66 feet), and any nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie human remains (Public Resources 
Code, Section 7050.5), the Trinity County Coroner must be informed and consulted, per State 
law. If the coroner determines the remains to be Native American, he or she shall contact the 
Native American Heritage Commission within 24 hours. The Native American Heritage 
Commission shall identify the person or persons it believes to be the most likely descendent. The 
most likely descendent will be given an opportunity to make recommendations for means of 
treatment of the human remains and any associated grave goods. when the commission is unable 
to identify a descendant or the descendants identified fail to make a recommendation, or the 
landowner or his or her authorized representative rejects the recommendation of the descendants 
and the mediation provided for in subdivision (k) of Section 5097.94, if invoked, fails to provide 
measures acceptable to the landowner, the landowner or his or her authorized representative shall 
reinter the human remains and items associated with Native American human remains with 
appropriate dignity on the property in a location not subject to further and future subsurface 
disturbance. Work in the area shall not continue until the human remains are dealt with according 
to the recommendations of the County Coroner, Native American Heritage Commission and/or 
the most likely descendent have been implemented. 

The following conditions of approval include the relevant mitigation measures from the Environmental 
Impact Report (SCH#: 2018122049) that was prepared for the Amended Cannabis Program Ordinance 
(No. 315-849) adopted by the County Board of Supervisors on December 28, 2020:

16. 3.1-1b: Maintain Cultivation Parcel 

License applications for new cultivation sites and requests for license renewal will maintain the 
parcel clear of trash and debris piles. No trash or debris, including abandoned cars, various woody  
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materials, plastic tarps, cannabis waste, or household appliances, will be allowed to accumulate 
on the parcel for a period greater than two weeks for the life of the license. The County will 
inspect compliance with this measure prior to license renewal. 

17. 3.3-1a: Prohibit Burning Vegetation 

Prohibit the burning of vegetation that has been cleared for cultivation purposes. It should also be 
noted that CDFA regulations prohibit the burning of cannabis waste under CCR, Title 3, Division 
8, Chapter 1, Section 8308. 

18. 3.3-1b: Implement Diesel Engine Exhaust Control Measures and Dust Control

Exhaust Control Measures:  All diesel-powered off-road equipment used in construction shall 
meet EPA’s Tier 4 emission standards as defined in 40 CFR 1039 and comply with the exhaust 
emission test procedures and provisions of 40 CFR Parts 1065 and 1068. Tier 3 models or best 
available construction equipment can be used if a Tier 4 version of the equipment type is not 
available. This measure can also be achieved by using battery-electric off-road equipment as it 
becomes available. Implementation of this measure shall be required in the contract the project 
applicant establishes with its construction contractors. 

Dust Control:  Construction activities will implement measures to control dust such as: 
 Water all exposed surfaces (e.g., parking areas, staging areas, soil piles, graded areas, and 

unpaved access roads) two times per day. 
 Cover all haul trucks transporting soil, sand, or other loose material off-site. 
 Remove all visible mud or dirt track-out onto adjacent roads. 
 Limit all construction vehicle speeds on unpaved roads to 15 miles per hour. 

19. 3.3-1c: Use Alternative Fuels 

Renewable diesel (RD) fuel shall be used in diesel-powered construction equipment if 
commercially available in reasonable proximity. RD fuel must meet the following criteria:  

 meet California’s Low Carbon Fuel Standards and be certified by CARB Executive 
Officer; 

 be hydrogenation-derived (reaction with hydrogen at high temperatures) from 100 
percent biomass material (i.e., non-petroleum sources), such as animal fats and 
vegetables; 

 contain no fatty acids or functionalized fatty acid esters; and  
 have a chemical structure that is identical to petroleum-based diesel and complies with 

American Society for Testing and Materials D975 requirements for diesel fuels to ensure 
compatibility with all existing diesel engines. 

The County shall require implementation of this measure of the licensed entities building a new 
cannabis site. 

20. 3.3-2a: Limit the Use of Fossil Fuel–Powered Outdoor Power Equipment at All Commercial 
Cannabis Cultivation and Noncultivation Sites

Limit the use of off-road equipment that is powered by gasoline, diesel, or other fossil fuels 
where available. This requirement does not apply to generators. 

21. 3.3-2b: Require Use of Low Emission Diesel Back-Up Generators at All Commercial 
Cannabis Cultivation and Noncultivation Sites 
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All generators shall meet EPA’s Tier 4 emission standards as defined in 40 CFR 1039 and 
comply with the exhaust emission test procedures and provisions of 40 CFR Parts 1065 and 1068. 
Tier 3 models or best available model can be used if a Tier 4 version of the equipment type is not 
available. This measure can also be achieved by using battery-electric off-road equipment as it 
becomes available. Implementation of this measure shall be required in the contract the project 
applicant establishes with its construction contractors. 

22. 3.4-1c: Implement Measures to Avoid Introduction or Spread of Invasive Plant Species 

Compliance documentation will be provided to the County as part of the application materials and 
may be combined with required compliance with SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ to avoid 
the introduction or spread of plants classified as invasive plant species by the California Invasive 
Plant Council: 

 The application will include identification of invasive plant species that occur on the site 
to the extent practicable and where they are located, including noxious weed species 
prioritized by the Trinity County Weed Management Association. The application will 
identify specific measures to be employed for the removal invasive species and on-site 
management practices. 

 All invasive plant species shall be removed from the site using measures appropriate to 
the species to the extent practicable. For example, species that cannot easily reroot, 
resprout, or disperse seeds may be left on site in a debris pile. Species that resprout 
readily (e.g., English ivy) or disperse seeds (e.g., Pampas grass) should be hauled off-site 
and disposed of appropriately at a landfill site. 

 Applicants shall monitor annually to ensure successful removal and prevention of new 
infestations of invasive species. 

 Heavy equipment and other machinery shall be inspected for the presence of invasive 
species before on-site use, and shall be cleaned before entering the site, to reduce the risk 
of introducing invasive plant species. 

 Only weed-free erosion control materials and mulch shall be used on-site. 

23. 3.4-2a: Conduct Preconstruction Surveys for Special-Status Amphibians 

Compliance documentation will be provided to the County as part of the application materials and 
may be combined with required compliance with SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ for the 
protection of special-status amphibian species from new development related to cannabis 
activities.  

 If special-status amphibians are detected during the initial biological reconnaissance 
survey (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a) or are determined to be likely to occur based on 
the presence of suitable habitat, consultation with CDFW shall be initiated to determine 
whether mitigation measures, such as project design modifications, relocation of the site, 
relocation of individual animals, or installation of exclusionary fencing, will be necessary 
and appropriate.  

 Regardless of detection during the initial biological reconnaissance survey, if suitable 
habitat for special-status amphibians is present within the proposed development area, a 
qualified biologist approved by the County and familiar with the life cycle of Cascades 
frog, foothill yellow-legged frog, Pacific tailed-frog, southern long-toed salamander, and 
southern torrent salamander shall conduct preconstruction surveys of proposed new 
development activities 24 hours before new development activities. Preconstruction 
surveys for special-status amphibians shall follow widely used and accepted standardized 
protocols that control for habitat type, seasonality, and environmental conditions, 
including the methods described in Considerations for Conserving Foothill Yellow- 
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Legged Frog (CDFW 2018b), and Visual Encounter Survey Protocol for Rana Boylii in 
Lotic Environments (UC Davis 2017). Preconstruction surveys for special-status 
amphibian species shall be conducted throughout the proposed construction area and at 
least a 400-foot buffer around the proposed development area. Surveys shall consist of 
“visual encounter” as well as “walk and turn” surveys of areas beneath surface objects 
(e.g., rocks, leaf litter, moss mats, coarse woody debris) for salamanders, and visual 
searches for frogs. Preconstruction surveys shall be conducted within the appropriate 
season to maximize potential for observation for each species, and appropriate surveys 
will be conducted for the applicable life stages (i.e., eggs, larvae, adults).  

 If special-status amphibians are not detected during the preconstruction survey, then 
further mitigation is not required.  

 If special-status amphibians are detected during the preconstruction survey, work on the 
site shall not commence until the applicant has consulted with CDFW as described above. 
Injury to or mortality of special-status amphibians will be avoided by modifying project 
design, relocating the cultivation site, or relocating individual animals. If impacts to 
Cascades frog or foothill yellow-legged frog (both listed under CESA) are unavoidable, 
then the applicant will submit an incidental take permit (ITP) application to CDFW and 
receive take authorization before commencing development of the cultivation site. 
Conditions of incidental take authorization may include minimization measures to reduce 
impacts to individual Cascades frogs or foothill yellow-legged frogs, or compensation for 
loss of the species including but not limited to purchasing credits from a CDFW-
approved mitigation bank.  

In their comments on the project, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
has indicated that it is likely that special-status amphibians occur within the riparian 
habitat adjacent to the site.  Therefore, pre-construction surveys will be required for the 
project consistent with the requirements of Mitigation Measure 3.4-2a.   

24. 3.4-2b: Conduct Surveys for Western Pond Turtle and Relocate Individuals 

Compliance documentation will be provided to the County as part of the application materials and 
may be combined with required compliance with SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ for the 
protection of western pond turtle from new development related to cannabis activities:  

 If pond turtles are detected during the initial biological reconnaissance survey (see 
Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a), preconstruction surveys, or are determined to be likely to 
occur, consultation with CDFW shall be initiated to determine whether additional 
measures, such as project design modifications, relocation of the site, relocation of 
individual animals by a qualified biologist with a valid CDFW Scientific Collecting 
Permit, or installation of exclusionary fencing, will be necessary and appropriate.  

 Regardless of detection during the initial biological reconnaissance survey, if suitable 
aquatic habitat for western pond turtle is present within the proposed development area, a 
qualified biologist approved by the County and familiar with the life history of western 
pond turtle shall conduct preconstruction surveys of proposed new development activities 
within 200 feet of any aquatic habitat 24 hours before such development activities.  

 If pond turtles are not detected during the preconstruction survey, then further mitigation 
is not required.  

 If pond turtles are detected during the preconstruction survey, then consultation with 
CDFW shall be initiated as described above. Injury or mortality of western pond turtle 
will be avoided through project design modification, cultivation site relocation, or 
relocation of the turtle by a qualified biologist with a valid CDFW Scientific Collecting 
Permit. If relocation of western pond turtles is determined to be necessary, turtles shall be 
relocated to similar nearby habitat free of predators (e.g., racoon, coyote, raptors, 
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bullfrog, nonnative turtles, other western pond turtles) as determined by the qualified 
biologist. If western pond turtles are relocated, a report shall be submitted electronically 
to CDFW within 15 days of the relocation. The report shall include the location, date, 
time, and duration of collection and release; the number of individuals relocated; and 
identification of the qualified biologist.  

In their comments on the project, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
has indicated that it is likely that pond turtles occur within the riparian habitat adjacent to 
the site.  Therefore, pre-construction surveys will be required for the project consistent with 
the requirements of Mitigation Measure 3.4-2b.   

25. 3.4-2c: Conduct Preconstruction Nesting Raptor Surveys and Establish Protective Buffers  

Compliance documentation will be provided to the County as part of the application materials and 
may be combined with required compliance with SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ for the 
protection of nesting raptors from new development related to cannabis activities:  

 To minimize the potential for loss of nesting raptors, tree removal activities shall occur 
only during the nonbreeding season (September 1–January 31).  

 Prior to removal of any trees or ground-disturbing activities between February 1 and 
August 31, a qualified biologist approved by the County shall conduct preconstruction 
surveys for nesting raptors and shall identify active nests within 500 feet of the proposed 
development area. The surveys shall be conducted between February 1 and August 31.  

 Impacts to nesting raptors, including direct impacts and indirect impacts (e.g., noise, 
presence of construction crews) shall be avoided by establishing appropriate buffers 
around active nest sites identified during preconstruction raptor surveys. Factors to be 
considered for determining buffer size will include the presence of natural buffers 
provided by vegetation or topography; nest height; locations of foraging territory; and 
baseline levels of noise and human activity. Buffer size if the qualified biologist and the 
applicant, in consultation with CDFW, determine that such an adjustment would not be 
likely to adversely affect the nest. The buffer areas shall be protected with construction 
fencing, and no activity shall occur within the buffer areas until the qualified biologist 
has determined, in coordination with CDFW, that the young have fledged, the nest is no 
longer active, or reducing the buffer would not likely result in nest abandonment. 
Monitoring of the nest by a qualified biologist approved by the County during and after 
construction activities (e.g., ground disturbance, vegetation removal, installation 
cultivation sites) will be required if the activity has potential to adversely affect the nest.  

 Removal of bald and golden eagle nests is prohibited regardless of the occupancy status 
under the federal Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. If bald or golden eagle nests are 
found during preconstruction surveys, then the nest tree shall not be removed.  

 Trees shall not be removed during the breeding season for nesting raptors unless a survey 
by the qualified biologist verifies that there is not an active nest in the tree.  

Due to the presence of suitable habitat for raptors adjacent to the project site, pre-
construction nesting bird surveys shall be conducted consistent with the requirements of 
Mitigation Measure 3.4-2c.  

26. 3.4-2e: Conduct Preconstruction Special-Status Nesting Bird Surveys and Establish 
Protective Buffers  

Compliance documentation will be provided to the County as part of the application materials and 
may be combined with required compliance with SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ for the 
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protection of little willow flycatcher, olive-sided flycatcher, yellow warbler, yellow-breasted chat, 
or other bird nests from new development related to cannabis activities:  

 To minimize the potential for disturbance to or loss of little willow flycatcher, olive-sided 
flycatcher, yellow warbler, yellow-breasted chat, or other bird nests, vegetation removal 
activities shall occur only during the nonbreeding season (September 1-January 31).  

 If little willow flycatcher is detected during the initial biological reconnaissance survey 
(see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a) or is determined to be likely to occur based on the 
presence of suitable habitat, a protocol-level survey shall be conducted by a qualified 
biologist familiar with the species and the protocol prior to removal of any vegetation or 
any ground disturbance. The protocol-level survey shall utilize methods outlined in A 
Willow Flycatcher Survey Protocol for California (Bombay et al. 2003).  

 If little willow flycatcher is determined to be present during the protocol-level survey, no 
development activity shall occur during the breeding season (May 1 through August 31) 
in and within 300 feet of the little willow flycatcher habitat. Development activities 
within or adjacent to identified little willow flycatcher habitat shall not damage or destroy 
willows or other riparian shrubs unless agreed upon through consultation with CDFW. 

 If olive-sided flycatcher, yellow warbler, yellow-breasted chat, or other bird nests are 
detected during the initial biological reconnaissance survey (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-
1a) or are determined to be likely to occur based on the presence of suitable habitat prior 
to removal of any vegetation or any ground disturbance between February 1 and August 
31, a qualified biologist approved by the County shall conduct preconstruction surveys 
for nests on any structure or vegetation planned for removal. The surveys shall be 
conducted no more than 7 days before construction commences. If no active nests are 
found during focused surveys, no further action under this measure will be required. If 
active nests are located during the preconstruction surveys, the biologist shall notify the 
Planning Director and CDFW. If deemed necessary by the Planning Director in 
consultation with CDFW, modifications to the project design to avoid removal of 
occupied habitat while still achieving project objectives may be required. If the County 
determines in consultation with CDFW that avoidance is not feasible or conflicts with 
project objectives, construction shall be prohibited within a minimum of 100 feet of the 
nest to avoid disturbance until the nest is no longer active.  

Due to the presence of suitable habitat for nesting birds adjacent to the project site, pre-
construction nesting bird surveys shall be conducted consistent with the requirements of 
Mitigation Measure 3.4-2e.  

27. 3.4-2n: Implement Generator Noise Reduction Measures 

The cultivation of cannabis shall not exceed the noise level standards as set forth in the County 
General Plan: 55 A-weighted decibels (dBA)from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and 50 dBA from 7:00 
p.m. to 7:00 a.m. measured at the property line, except that generators associated with a 
commercial grow are not to be used between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. (Section 315-843[6][b]). 
The following additional noise performance standards shall apply to generator use: 

 Project-generated sound must not exceed ambient nesting conditions by 20-25 dBA. 
 Project-generated sound, when added to existing ambient conditions, must not exceed 90 

dBA. 

28. 3.8-1c: Renewable Electricity Requirements 

All electricity sources used for commercial cannabis cultivation, manufacturing, microbusinesses, 
non-storefront retail, testing, nurseries, and distribution shall be from renewable sources by 
conforming to one or more of the following standards: 
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 Grid-based electricity supplied from 100 percent renewable sources 
 On-site power supplied fully by renewable source (e.g., photovoltaic system) 
 On-site power supplied by partial or wholly non-renewable source with purchase of 

carbon offset credits 
 Or some combination of the above. 

This mitigation measure is consistent with a local action measure recommended in Appendix B, 
Local Action, of the 2017 Scoping Plan, which reads, “Require on-site renewable energy 
generation” (CARB 2017:B-8). 

29. 3.10-1a: Demonstrate Compliance with Water Resource Standards 

Compliance documentation will be provided to the County as part of the application materials and 
may be combined with required compliance with SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ. 

 All cultivation sites (new and licensed renewals) are required to demonstrate compliance 
with all applicable requirements of SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ or any 
subsequent water quality standards that apply to all new commercial cannabis cultivation 
operations and will not limited by a minimum area of disturbance as part of application 
review and at annual licensed renewal. This will include documentation, Site 
Management Plan, and grading details prepared by a qualified professional to help ensure 
that any grading of the site will be stable and describing how stabilization will be 
achieved. The documentation will also identify the location of all water quality control 
features for the site and associated access roads. Roadway design, water quality control, 
and drainage features shall be designed and maintained to accommodate peak flow 
conditions and will be consistent with the Road Handbook, per CCR Title 14, Chapter 4. 
Compliance with water diversion standards and restrictions of SWRCB Order WQ 2019-
0001-DWQ will also be provided to the County. The County will annually inspect 
compliance with this measure as part of license issuance or license renewal to confirm 
compliance.  

 On-site sewage systems shall be designed to accommodate employees and seasonal 
employees during harvest consistent with the requirements of County Code of 
Ordinances Section 16.48.122. 

 Applications will identify drainage and water quality controls for the site, including roads 
leading to and from a site, that ensure no sedimentation or other pollutants leave the site 
as part of project construction and operation.  Compliance with this requirement may be 
combined with the NPDES Construction General Permit compliance measures. Roadway 
design, water quality control, and drainage features shall be designed and maintained to 
accommodate peak flow conditions and will be consistent with the Five Counties 
Salmonid Conservation Roads Maintenance Manual. The County will annually inspect 
compliance with this measure as part of license issuance or license renewal to confirm 
compliance. 

30. 3.12-1: Implement Construction Noise Mitigation  

All outdoor construction activity and use of heavy equipment outdoors shall take place between 
7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

31. 3.14-3: Provide Site Access Free of Hazards Due to Geometric Roadway Design 

Applications for new commercial cannabis activities and license renewals for existing cannabis 
operations shall provide documentation showing that roadways providing site access are in 
compliance with Chapter 12.10: Design Policies of the Trinity County Code of Ordinances. New 
roadway water quality control and drainage features or new drainage features on existing 
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roadways shall be designed to accommodate peak flow conditions and will be consistent with the 
Road Handbook, per CCR Title 14, Chapter 4 and SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ. 

32. 3.14-4: Provide Adequate Emergency Access  

Applications for new commercial cannabis activities and license renewals for existing cannabis 
operations shall provide documentation showing that site access is in compliance with Chapter 
8.30 – Fire Safe Ordinance of the Trinity County Code. 

33. 3.15-3: Implement a Cannabis Waste Composting Management Plan 

Applicants for new commercial cannabis operations and relicensed sites will develop and 
implement a cannabis waste composting management plan if the operator proposes to dispose of 
cannabis waste through onsite composting. The plan shall meet all state requirements and the 
following requirements that will be confirmed by the County during inspections: 

 Designation of the composting area on a site plan that is contained within the site 
boundaries (must be located within the Designated Area for cultivation operations) that is 
of adequate size to accommodate site cannabis waste needs. 

 Identification of water quality control features that ensure no discharge of cannabis waste 
or other pollutants. 

 Details on routine management and equipment used in the composting area that ensures 
proper composting and control of odors, potential fuel hazards, and pests for the life of 
the cannabis operation. 

34. 3.16-2b: Implement Fire Prevention Measures for On-Site Construction and Maintenance 
Activities 

The operation of outdoor motorized equipment on-site for construction and maintenance activities 
shall be required to be covered under a fire protection plan that includes the following provisions: 

 Fire watch personnel responsible for watching for the occurrence of fire during and after 
equipment use shall be identified. 

 Equipment shall be located so that exhausts do not discharge against combustible 
materials. 

 Equipment shall not be refueled while in operation and not until after a cooldown period. 
 Water and tools dedicated to firefighting shall be on hand in the area of onsite 

construction and maintenance activities at all times. 
 Designated smoking areas with cigarette disposal receptacles that are burn resistant. 

END OF CONDITIONS 

NOTE: Approval of this use permit will expire on June 10, 2023. Any request for a time extension and 
accompanying fees must be received by the Trinity County Planning Department 30 days prior to this 
expiration date.   
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CEQA Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program (MMRP) 

T.E.A.M. Conditional Use Permit (P-19-38) 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Monitoring 

Phase 
Enforcement 

Agency 
Level of Significance 

 After Mitigation 

Verification Compliance 

Initials Date Remarks 

Aesthetics 

A-1: The Nursery would utilize only low‐intensity lighting, and the greenhouses will 
be covered at dusk so that no light/glare escapes. Security lighting will be 
directional and generally downcast to avoid any light and/or glare impacts on 
surrounding industrial properties or residences up on the bluff to the northeast. 

Permittee responsibility 
throughout operation of 

the project. 

Permittee responsibility 
throughout operation of 

the project. 

Trinity County 
Planning 

Less Than Significant

Agriculture and Forestry Resources 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area. 

Air Quality 

AQ-1: Any and all exhaust produced by the Project will be treated by forced-air 
venting through carbon filters to eliminate any potential impact from objectionable 
odors produced by the proposed operations at the Project site. 

Permittee responsibility 
throughout operation of 

the project. 

Permittee responsibility 
throughout operation of 

the project. 

Trinity County 
Planning 

Less Than Significant 

Biological Resources 

BIO-1: Biological Assessment Mitigation 

The following measures shall be implemented to minimize potential impacts to 
resident and migratory wildlife utilizing habitat around the Project site:

 All buildings and Project activity on the parcel should remain within a 150-
foot disturbance buffer of the Class I stream, Weaver Creek, as per 
regulatory statutes.  

 The County Cannabis Cultivation ordinance (Ordinance No. 315-823 and 

amendments) as well as CDFA licensing regulations [3 California Code of 

Regulations (CCR) § 8304(c) and (g)] require light generated by the 

proposed project would be required to be both (1) downcast, shielded 

and/or screened to keep light from emanating offsite or into the sky, and 

(2) light uses for operations require that lighting in greenhouses is shielded 

so that little to no light escapes, and light shall not escape at a level that is 

visible from neighboring properties between sunset and sunrise.  

 The Nursery should utilize only low‐intensity lighting, and the greenhouses 

should be covered at dusk so that no light/glare escapes, per county 

requirements.  

 Security lighting should be directional and motion activated, and generally 

downcast to avoid any light and/or glare impacts. This implementation of 

the standard requirements of the County’s General Plan and Weaverville 

Town Plan provides a uniform standard for reduction and minimization of 

light trespass.  

 All hazardous and non-hazardous waste should be collected and disposed 

of or recycled offsite. All trash should be disposed of regularly, so as not to 

attract wildlife. 

 Placement of temporary staging areas and other facilities shall avoid or 

minimize disturbance to habitat and remain outside of the 150-foot 

riparian buffer.  

Permittee responsibility 
throughout construction 

and operation of the 
project.  

Permittee responsibility 
throughout construction 

and operation of the 
project. 

Trinity County 
Planning, CDFW, and 

USFWS 
Less Than Significant
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CEQA Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program (MMRP) 

T.E.A.M. Conditional Use Permit (P-19-38) 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Monitoring 

Phase 
Enforcement 

Agency 
Level of Significance 

 After Mitigation 

Verification Compliance 

Initials Date Remarks 

 Vehicle speed shall be kept to a maximum of 10 mph while onsite to 

minimize dust generation. 

 All fuel sources and chemicals shall be stored and handled properly to 

prevent leakage into the environment and refueling and storage shall occur 

greater than 100 feet away from any creeks, or natural areas. 

 All refueling and pesticide and chemical storage and transfer should occur 

on top of an impermeable surface capable of completely containing any 

spillage. 

 Containers including buckets should be turned over on their sides to allow 

animals to escape when not in use. 

 Excavation and grading activities should be scheduled for dry weather 

periods to prevent additional sedimentation and erosion. 

 Loud activity exceeding 50 db 100 ft from the Project site, including 

construction activity with heavy machinery, should be completed outside 

of the northern spotted owl (NSO) breeding period (February 1- September 

1), and within normal operating business hours (8 AM- 5 PM). 

 Site activity post-construction should not regularly exceed 50 db 100 ft 

from the Project area to prevent disturbance to NSO, bats, and other 

wildlife. 

 Special care should be given to activity and disturbance during peak 

migration periods (Spring and Fall) to reduce disturbance to other 

migratory bird species utilizing adjacent habitat.  

 If shrubs and non-woody riparian vegetation are disturbed, they shall be 

replaced with similar native species appropriate to the site. 

 All vegetation shall be surveyed on foot once a year by staff and new 

outbreaks of any invasive weeds identified by the California Invasive Plant 

Council as noxious or invasive to be removed by the owner or qualified 

landscaping professionals. 

 The spread or introduction of exotic plant species shall be avoided to the 

maximum extent possible by avoiding areas with established native 

vegetation during cleanup/restoration activities, restoring disturbed areas 

with appropriate native species, and post-Project monitoring and control 

of exotic species. 

 Removal of invasive exotic species after construction activities is strongly 

recommended. Mechanical removal (hand tools, weed whacking, hand 

pulling) of exotics should be done in preparation for establishment of 

native plantings, if appropriate. 

Cultural Resources 

CR-1:  Cultural and Archeological Resources 
If cultural resources, such as chipped or ground stone, or bone are 
discovered during ground-disturbance activities, work shall be stopped 
within 50 feet of the discovery, as required by the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; January 1999 Revised Guidelines, Title 
14 California Code of Regulations [CCR] 15064.5 (f)). Work near the 
archaeological finds shall not resume until a professional archaeologist, 

Permittee and 
Construction Contractor 

responsibility during 
ground-disturbing 

activities 

Permittee and 
Construction Contractor 

responsibility during 
ground-disturbing 

activities 

Trinity County 
Planning and the 

THPOs for the Nor-Rel-
Muk Nation, Redding 

Rancheria, Round 
Valley, and Wintu 

Tribes 

Less Than Significant 
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CEQA Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program (MMRP) 

T.E.A.M. Conditional Use Permit (P-19-38) 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Monitoring 

Phase 
Enforcement 

Agency 
Level of Significance 

 After Mitigation 

Verification Compliance 

Initials Date Remarks 

who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines, has 
evaluated the material and offered recommendations for further action. 

CR-2:  Unidentified Human Remains 
If In the event that previously unidentified evidence of human burial or 
human remains are discovered during project construction, work will stop 
at the discovery location, within 20 meters (66 feet), and any nearby area 
reasonably suspected to overlie human remains (Public Resources Code, 
Section 7050.5), the Trinity County Coroner must be informed and 
consulted, per State law. If the coroner determines the remains to be 
Native American, he or she shall contact the Native American Heritage 
Commission within 24 hours. The Native American Heritage Commission 
shall identify the person or persons it believes to be the most likely 
descendent. The most likely descendent will be given an opportunity to 
make recommendations for means of treatment of the human remains 
and any associated grave goods. when the commission is unable to identify 
a descendant or the descendants identified fail to make a 
recommendation, or the landowner or his or her authorized 
representative rejects the recommendation of the descendants and the 
mediation provided for in subdivision (k) of Section 5097.94, if invoked, 
fails to provide measures acceptable to the landowner, the landowner or 
his or her authorized representative shall reinter the human remains and 
items associated with Native American human remains with appropriate 
dignity on the property in a location not subject to further and future 
subsurface disturbance. Work in the area shall not continue until the 
human remains are dealt with according to the recommendations of the 
County Coroner, Native American Heritage Commission and/or the most 
likely descendent have been implemented. 

Permittee and 
Construction Contractor 

responsibility during 
ground-disturbing 

activities

Permittee and 
Construction Contractor 

responsibility during 
ground-disturbing 

activities

Trinity County Coroner
and 

Native American 
Heritage Commission

Less Than Significant

Energy 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area. 

Geology and Soils 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area. 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area. 

Hydrology and Water Quality 
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CEQA Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program (MMRP) 

T.E.A.M. Conditional Use Permit (P-19-38) 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Monitoring 

Phase 
Enforcement 

Agency 
Level of Significance 

 After Mitigation 

Verification Compliance 

Initials Date Remarks 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area.  

Land Use and Planning 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area. 

Mineral Resources 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area. 

Noise 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area. 

Population and Housing 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area. 

Public Services 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area. 

Recreation 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area. 

Transportation 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area. 

Tribal Cultural Resources 

Implementation of Mitigation Measure CR-1. Per CR-1 Per CR-1 Per CR-1 Less Than Significant 

 Utilities and Service Systems 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area. 

Wildfire 

The IS/MND does not identify significant effects or mitigation measures in 
this resource area. 

Mandatory Findings of Significance 
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CEQA Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program (MMRP) 

T.E.A.M. Conditional Use Permit (P-19-38) 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Monitoring 

Phase 
Enforcement 

Agency 
Level of Significance 

 After Mitigation 

Verification Compliance 

Initials Date Remarks 

Implementation of Mitigation Measures A-1, AQ-1, BIO-1, CR-1, and CR-2. 
Per A-1, AQ-1, BIO-1, CR-

1, and CR-2 
Per A-1, AQ-1, BIO-1, CR-

1, and CR-2 
Per A-1, AQ-1, BIO-1, 

CR-1, and CR-2 
Less Than Significant

July 30, 2021 Page 110 of 191



Ø

Ø

·|}þ299

UV15

UV239

UV35

UV224

UV257

UV03

UV03

UV241

UV248

UV237UV266

UV13

UV245

UV240

UV01

UV222

UV223

UV237

Mill
St

Timber Ri d ge Rd

G
le

n 
R

d

HallWay

F
airw

ay
D

r

Bally Circle

Mead
ow

Ln

Wa shin
gto

n
St

Birdie Ct

G
o

lf 
C

o
ur

se
 D

r

Nabors Ln

Th
om

as Ln

Michael Rd

Ransom Rd

Mark Rd

Industrial Park Way

Wilson Rd

Ballyview St

Pioneer Ln

Cox Rd

Drury Lane

Lo
ng

 S
t

B
er

yl
 L

n

ArbuckleC
t

Harold Way

B
e

nn
et

t 
R

d

G
ra

nd
vi

e w
 D

r

Oak Ridge Rd

M
ar

tin
R

d

So
uth Ri

dg
e

R
d

Lance
G

u
lc

h
R

d

Baudizzon Ln

W
ea

ve
r S

t

Virginia St

Ponderosa Ln

Helen D
r

Sam LeeD
r

M
a

s
o

n

ic
Ln

Da
vi

s
D

r

Le
ve

e
R

d

M
as

on
ic

 L
n

N
ugget Ln

D
av

is

Dr

L
ow

er M
illS

t

S
pring

H

il l R d

M
ou

nt
ai

n
V

ie
w

S
t

un- n amed
B

LM
rd

Industrial Park
W

ay

South Ridge Rd

B
ro

wns

M

ou
ntain

Rd

Littl
e Bro

wns
C

re

ek Rd

un-na m ed
B

LM

rd

R
a

ns
o

m
R

d
Dem

o
crat Gulch

4

Figure 3 - Location Map
APN 024-220-56-00

P-19-38 | Trinity Equipment & Materials, LLC ("T.E.A.M.").

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.80.1
Miles

Legend

Parcel Boundaries

Subject Parcel

July 30, 2021 Page 111 of 191



UV257

UV257

Industrial Park Way

Industrial Park W
ay

Figure 4 - Project Aerial
APN 024-220-56-00

P-19-38 | Trinity Equipment & Materials, LLC ("T.E.A.M.").

0 150 300 450 60075
Feet

Legend

Parcel Boundaries
2018 NAIP

July 30, 2021 Page 112 of 191



UV257

UV257

Ponderosa Ln

Industrial Park Way

D
av

is
D

r

Industrial Park
W

ay

TPZ

OS

SUD

SUD

SUD

PF

OS

PF

RR5

SUD

RR1

RR1

R1

RR1

RR1

MHP

RR1
C2

RR1

RR1

RR1

RR1

SUD

SUD

SUD

RR1

OS

OS

OS

Figure 5 - Zoning Map
APN 024-220-56-00

P-19-38 | Trinity Equipment & Materials, LLC ("T.E.A.M.").

0 400 800 1,200 1,600200
Feet

Legend

Parcel Boundaries

Rural Residential (RR)

RR1

RR2.5

RR5

RR10

RR20

Single Family Res. - Low Density (R1L)

Single Family Res. - Low Density (R1A)

Single Family Res. - Med. Density (R1M)

Single Family Res. - High Density (R1)

Multi Family Res. - Med. Density (R2)

Multi Family Res. - High Density (R3)

Mobile Home Park (MHP)

Residential Office (RO)

Highway Commercial (HC)

Retail Commercial (C1)

General Commercial (C2)

Light Industrial/Manufacturing (C3)

Heavy Industrial/Manufacturing (I)

Heavy Industrial/Manufacturing (M2)

Specific Unit Development (SUD)

Public Facility (PF)

Open Space (OS)

Agricultural (A)

A10

A20

A40

A80

Agricultural Preserve (AP)

Agricultural Forest (AF)

AF10

AF20

AF40

AF60

AF80

AF160

AF320

AF640

Timber Production Zone (TPZ)

Mining (MN)

Flood Hazard (FH)

Unclassified (UNC)

July 30, 2021 Page 113 of 191



UV257

UV257

Ponderosa Ln

Industrial Park Way

D
av

is
D

r

Industrial Park
W

ay

RE

OS

PF

SF-H C

RR
I

Figure 6 - General Plan Designation Map
APN 024-220-56-00

P-19-38 | Trinity Equipment & Materials, LLC ("T.E.A.M.").

0 400 800 1,200 1,600200
Feet

Legend

Parcel Boundaries

Public Facility

Rural Residential - Low Density

Rural Residential

Single Family Res. - Low Density

Single Family Res. - Med. Density

Single Family Res. - High Density

Multi Family Res. - Med. Density

Multi Family Res. - High Density

Agricultural

Resource

Open Space

Commercial

Industrial

Village

Community Expansion

Community Residential

July 30, 2021 Page 114 of 191



2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC Conditional Use Permit Application 
April 2021 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 

2.0-7 

 

                                                                                                      Figure 2.0-2, Site Plan

July 30, 2021 Page 115 of 191



Additional Findings Read Into the Record for P-19-38 and P-20-02 

Distribution 

17.43B.040 - Required findings. 

A conditional use permit for cannabis distribution shall not be granted by the trinity county 

planning department unless all of the following findings are made based on substantial evidence: 

A.  The distribution, as approved and conditioned will not result in significant unavoidable impacts 

on the environment. 

Finding:  The potential for the project to result in significant unavoidable impacts 
on the environment is addressed in the CEQA Initial Study Mitigated Negative 
Declaration that was prepared for this project.  The CEQA analysis determined 
that with the incorporation of mitigation measures and compliance with existing 
regulatory requirements, the impacts of the proposed project would be less than 
significant.  Therefore, the project would not result in significant unavoidable 
impacts on the environment. 

B.  The distribution includes adequate quality control measures to ensure cannabis distributed at 

the site meets state standards for a regulatory market. 

Finding:  The applicant will be required to demonstrate compliance with state 
quality control measures enforced by the Bureau of Cannabis Control in order to 
obtain and maintain their state license for distribution.   

C.  The distribution operations plan includes adequate measures that address the federal 

enforcement priorities for cannabis activities. 

Finding:  The state regulations for distribution operations that are enforced by 
the Bureau of Cannabis Control are designed and intended to ensure consistency 
with federal enforcement priorities.  The applicant will be required to 
demonstrate compliance with these regulations in order to obtain and maintain 
their state license for distribution.   

Cannabis Manufacturing 

17.43F.050 - Required findings. 

The appropriate use permit for cannabis manufacturing shall not be granted by the appropriate 

authority unless all of the following findings are made based on substantial evidence: 

A.  The manufacturing facility will comply with all of the requirements of the state and county for 

the cannabis manufacturing. This includes, but is not limited to, product safety, THC levels, edible 

standards, timelines, packaging and labeling requirements. 

Finding:  The applicant will be required to demonstrate compliance with state 
and county regulations enforced by the Manufactured Cannabis Safety Branch 
and County of Trinity in order to obtain and maintain their state and county 
licenses for non volatile manufacturing.     
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Additional Findings Read Into the Record for P-19-38 and P-20-02 

B.  The manufacturing, as approved and conditioned will not result in significant unavoidable 

impacts on the environment. 

Finding:  The potential for the project to result in significant unavoidable impacts 
on the environment is addressed in the CEQA Initial Study Mitigated Negative 
Declaration that was prepared for this project.  The CEQA analysis determined 
that with the incorporation of mitigation measures and compliance with existing 
regulatory requirements, the impacts of the proposed project would be less than 
significant.  Therefore, the project would not result in significant unavoidable 
impacts on the environment. 

C.  The manufacturing includes adequate quality control measures to ensure cannabis 

manufactured at the site meets industry state standards. 

Finding:  The applicant will be required to demonstrate compliance with state 
quality control measures enforced by the Manufactured Cannabis Safety Branch 
in order to obtain and maintain their state license for non volatile manufacturing.     

D.  The manufacturing facility does not pose a significant threat to the public or to neighboring 

uses from explosion or from the release of harmful gases, liquids or substances. 

Finding:  The applicant proposes non volatile manufacturing activities, which do 
not have the potential for explosions or the release of harmful gases, liquids, or 
substances.  The non volatile manufacturing activities would occur within 
enclosed structures that must be designed in compliance with state regulations to 
minimize potential impacts.  As designed and in compliance with existing 
regulatory requirements, the proposed non volatile manufacturing activities do 
not have the potential to pose a significant threat to the public or neighboring 
uses.    
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-08 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

OF THE COUNTY OF TRINITY  

APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT  

(Trinity Equipment and Materials (T.E.A.M.), P-19-38) 

 

WHEREAS, Thomas Ballanco filed an application dated November 1, 2019 for a Commercial Cannabis 

Conditional Use Permit (P-19-18).  The CUP is for operation of an onsite nursery, processing, non-

volatile manufacturing, distribution, and testing facilities on a site designated as Industrial (I).  The 

project is located at 311 Industrial Park Way, Weaverville, California on Trinity County assessor parcel 

number 024-220-56; and    

 

WHEREAS, County of Trinity staff has reviewed the submitted application and evidence and has 

referred the application and evidence to all governmental and utility agencies affected by the development 

to allow the opportunity for conducting site inspections and providing comments and recommendations; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the project is subject to environmental review pursuant to the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) and the County of Trinity is the lead agency for the project.  A proposed Initial 

Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) has been prepared with respect to said project and a 

Notice of Availability was published in a newspaper of general circulation, filed with the County of 

Trinity Clerk-Recorder’s Office, and filed with the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research CEQA 

State Clearinghouse (State Clearinghouse).  The IS/MND was made available for review and comment by 

the general public and public agencies for a period of 30 days (4/24/21 to 5/27/21) by posting it on the 

County of Trinity website and filing with the State Clearinghouse (SCH#: 2021040656); and 

 

WHEREAS, after due notice of public hearing in accordance with applicable laws, the matter came on 

for hearing before the Planning Commission of the County of Trinity on June 10, 2021; and 

 

WHEREAS, at said public hearing, due consideration was given to all oral and written comments 

regarding the request for approval of the Conditional Use Permit, and the Planning Commission 

concluded that the Conditional Use Permit should be granted subject to certain conditions hereinafter set 

forth; and 

 

WHEREAS, at said public hearings, due consideration was given to the proposed IS/MND and 

Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program, the environmental effect of the project, and any changes 

connected therewith.  The Planning Commission reviewed and considered the whole record before it and 

found that there is no substantial evidence that the project, as mitigated, will have a significant effect on 

the environment. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the County of Trinity 

makes the following findings:  

 

1. Pursuant to the State CEQA Guidelines, the Planning Commission of the County of Trinity makes the 

following environmental findings:  

 

A. The Planning Commission of the County of Trinity finds on the basis of the Initial Study and all 

comments received, that the proposed commercial cannabis development would have potential 

significant effects on the environment, which, with the inclusion of specific mitigation measures, 

will be rendered less than significant.  Accordingly, a Mitigated Negative Declaration and 

Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program is adopted pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines. 
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Resolution No. 2021-08 

June 10, 2021 

 

 
 

 

2. Pursuant to Chapter 17.32 (Use Permits) of the County Code of Ordinances, the Planning 

Commission of the County of Trinity makes the following findings for the Use Permit:  

 

A. As required by the County’s Cannabis Ordinance, the applicant is applying for a Conditional Use 

Permit to allow nursery, processing, non-volatile manufacturing, distribution, and testing 

operations on APN 024-220-56 located within Area 1, Trinity Alps Business Park, Lower Level.  

Evaluation of the project has determined that the project as proposed, conditioned, and mitigated 

is: 1) compatible with the General Plan land use designation, neighborhood character, and the 

limited intensity uses of the surrounding area; 2) consistent with the County Cannabis Ordinance; 

and 3) compliant with CEQA. 

 

B. The project, as proposed, conditioned, and mitigated, will not cause detrimental effects to public 

health, safety, welfare or result in the creation of a public nuisance.  The project site is surrounded 

entirely by APN 024-220-46 which has a General Plan designation of Industrial (I) with an 

underlying zoning of Specific Unit Development (SUD). Surrounding land uses include a former 

sand and gravel operation, a former soil business, and a Commercial Cannabis Nursery approved 

by Trinity County Planning in 2017 bordering the proposed project parcel. The closest sensitive 

receptors to the project site are more 650 feet from the project site and will not be significantly 

impacted by potential impacts from the project. 

 

C. The project, as proposed and conditioned, is consistent with the goals and objectives of the 

County General Plan and Specific Unit Development (SUD) zoning district (Area 1, Trinity Alps 

Business Park, Lower Level), as the proposed project consists of nursery, processing, non-volatile 

manufacturing, distribution, and testing operations on a site designated as Industrial (I). 
 

3. The Planning Commission of the County of Trinity hereby approves the Conditional Use Permit (P-

19-38), subject to the conditions set forth in Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and made a part hereof.   

 

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED this 10th day of June, 2021 by the Planning Commission of the County 

of Trinity by motion of Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Commissioner McIntosh, and the following 

vote: 

 

AYES: McIntosh, Stewart, Heaton 

NOES: McHugh 

ABSENT: Sharp  

ABSTAIN:  

RECUSE:  

 

 

        

DIANA STEWART, Chair  

Planning Commission 

County of Trinity, State of California 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

By:          

KIMBERLY HUNTER  

 Secretary of the Planning Commission  

 County of Trinity, State of California 
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EXHIBIT “A” to Resolution PC-2021-08 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

(Trinity Equipment and Materials (T.E.A.M.), P-19-38) 

 

The following conditions of approval shall be satisfied prior to the issuance of any building permits, 

unless a different time for compliance is specifically noted: 

 

1. The Permittee shall comply with all County cannabis regulations, as are applicable for the 

commercial cannabis activities proposed by the Permittee under this use permit. These 

regulations are provided in the Trinity County Board of Supervisors Ordinances 315-823, 315-

824, 315-826, 315-828, 315-829, 315-830, 315-833, 315-834, 315-835, 315-849, and as 

amended. 

 

2. The Permittee must be in compliance with all County building permit requirements including, but 

not limited to, structures, roads, electrical, and water and sewer connections.  Prior to issuance of 

building permits, a detailed and to scale site plan depicting the existing and proposed 

development of the site, including building envelopes or footprints, setbacks, parking and 

circulation shall be provided for review and approval by Trinity County.  Adequate area for 

parking and internal circulation shall be provided. 

 

3. Structures on the property shall be in compliance with the California Building Code and Trinity 

County Code.  

 

4. The Permittee shall comply with all relevant requirements listed in the project referral response 

received from the Weaverville Sanitary District.  

 

5. The Permittees site uses must be in compliance with State and County Fire Safe Regulations. 

Should the County or State determine that site conditions are not in compliance with the Fire Safe 

Regulations, the Permittee shall be required to come into compliance. 

 

6. This Use Permit is subject to the Permittee securing all necessary permits for the development 

and eventual use of the project site for commercial cannabis activities from County, State and 

Federal agencies having jurisdiction over the activities at the project site, and as applicable to the 

Permittees uses.  Any requirements imposed by an agency having jurisdiction shall be considered 

a condition of this permit.  The County shall in no-way be considered responsible for issuance or 

oversight of State or Federal permits/authorizations that may apply to the uses by the Permittee 

under this use permit.  The Permittee has the sole responsibility for compliance with all 

requirements and regulations. 

 

7. This Use Permit shall become effective after all applicable appeal periods have expired or appeal 

processes exhausted.  Failure of the Permittee to make use of this use permit within one year or 

failure to comply with payment of any fees within specified time periods shall result in the 

automatic expiration/termination of this permit.   

 

8. Any proposed changes or modifications to the uses at the site by the Permittee will require review 

and approval by the Trinity County Planning Department, prior to those changes or 

modifications.  Based on the proposed changes or modifications, the Planning Department may 

require additional reviews and approvals from other County/State/Federal departments or 

agencies as may be appropriate for the proposed changes or modifications.   
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Section 17.43A Wholesale Cannabis Nurseries and Resale of Auxiliary Nursery Products:  

 

Section 17.43A.040 - Required Conditions of Use Permit Approval:  

 

A. In addition to any other conditions and mitigation measures required, all of the following conditions 

shall apply to all cannabis nurseries:  

 

1. All cannabis nursery license holders shall maintain accurate records on sales, including proof 

that sales occur only to licensed individuals.  

 

2. Sales shall only be to licensed cannabis cultivators in the State of California.  

 

3. License holders shall comply with all applicable state and county laws. 

 

4. The Trinity County Agricultural Commissioner may create standards for plant quality which 

shall comply with State of California regulations.  

 

5. All sales locations shall have adequate parking to accommodate customers. 

 

6. Glare from nursery facilities and resale locations shall not emanate onto neighboring 

properties. This condition will also be reviewed on a case-by-case basis as part of the use 

permit process. 

 

7. Cannabis nurseries shall comply with the cultivation plan required in state Type 4 licenses. 

 

B. Operators of cannabis nurseries shall allow access to the facility and access to records if requested by 

the county, its officers, or agents; shall pay for an annual inspection; and shall submit to inspections from 

the county or its officers to verify compliance with all relevant rules, regulations, and conditions.  

 

C. The applicant, owner, and operator shall agree to submit to, and pay for, routine and focused 

inspections of operations and relevant records or documents necessary to determine compliance with this 

chapter from any enforcement officer of the county or their designee.  

 

D. Operators of cannabis nurseries and, if different, the property owner(s) shall execute an agreement to 

defend, indemnify and hold harmless the County of Trinity and its agents, officers, and employees from 

any claim, action, or proceeding brought against the county, its agencies, board, planning commission or 

board of supervisors arising from the county's registration of the site. The indemnification shall apply to 

any damages, cost of suit, attorney fees or other expenses incurred by the county, its agents, officers and 

employees in connection with such action.  

 

E. Any person operating a cannabis nursery shall obtain a valid and fully executed commercial cannabis 

cultivation Type 4 state license prior to commencing operations and must maintain such license in good 

standing to continue operations.  

 

F. The property owner shall be responsible for ensuring that all commercial cannabis activities at the site 

operate in good standing with permits and licenses required by Trinity County Code and state law. Failure 

to take appropriate action to evict or otherwise remove operators who do not maintain permits or licenses 

in good standing with the county or state shall be grounds for the suspension or revocation of the cannabis 

nursery license.  
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G. Cannabis nurseries and related activities shall be maintained in accordance with operating plans 

approved by the county.  

 

H. A license for cannabis nursery cultivation or for the resale of wholesale cannabis products does not 

guarantee that the applicant will be considered compliant with any future land use ordinance.  

 

I. Application for cannabis nursery cultivation does not give the applicant any property rights, and it does 

not guarantee that a cannabis nursery cultivation license will be issued. The application shall not be 

transferrable.  

 

J. Cannabis is not recognized under federal law and an application does not grant any right to violate 

federal law.  

 

K. When the state begins issuing Type 4 licenses under Medicinal and Adult Use Cannabis Regulations 

and Safety Act (MAUCRSA), the applicant or license holder shall file a complete application for the 

appropriate state license with the appropriate state licensing authority within sixty days of obtaining a 

county license.  

 

L. The effective date of a county issued entitlement for a cannabis nursery shall not begin until all state 

and county licensing, permitting and approvals have been obtained.  

 

M. Notwithstanding any other provision of this ordinance or the Trinity County Code, a person 

cultivating cannabis for the purposes of nursery sales, or resale of wholesale cannabis nursery products 

pursuant to this ordinance, but who applies for and is denied a state license, shall immediately cease all 

cannabis nursery cultivation within the county until he/she successfully obtains the proper state nursery 

cultivation license(s) under MAUCRSA.  

 

Section 17.43B Distribution Regulations for Commercial Cannabis  

  

Section 17.43B.040 - Required Findings:  

 

A conditional use permit for cannabis distribution shall not be granted by the trinity county planning 

department unless all of the following findings are made based on substantial evidence: 

 

A. The distribution, as approved and conditioned will not result in significant unavoidable impacts 

on the environment. 

 

Finding:  The potential for the project to result in significant unavoidable impacts on the environment 

is addressed in the CEQA Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration that was prepared for this 

project.  The CEQA analysis determined that with the incorporation of mitigation measures and 

compliance with existing regulatory requirements, the impacts of the proposed project would be less 

than significant.  Therefore, the project would not result in significant unavoidable impacts on the 

environment. 

 

B. The distribution includes adequate quality control measures to ensure cannabis distributed at the 

site meets state standards for a regulatory market. 

 

Finding:  The applicant will be required to demonstrate compliance with state quality control 

measures enforced by the Bureau of Cannabis Control in order to obtain and maintain their state 

license for distribution.   
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C.  The distribution operations plan includes adequate measures that address the federal enforcement 

priorities for cannabis activities.   

 

Finding:  The state regulations for distribution operations that are enforced by the Bureau of Cannabis 

Control are designed and intended to ensure consistency with federal enforcement priorities.  The 

applicant will be required to demonstrate compliance with these regulations in order to obtain and 

maintain their state license for distribution.   

 

Section 17.43B.050 – Required Conditions: 

 

In addition to conditions and mitigation measures that may be included in the conditional use permit for a 

distribution facility, the following conditions shall be met:  

 

A. The distributor shall allow access to the facility and any vehicles utilized in transportation, and 

access to records if requested by the county, its officers, or agents, and shall allow inspections 

from the county or its officers to verify compliance with all relevant rules, regulations and 

conditions.  

 

B. The applicant for the distribution facility and the property owner shall indemnify, defend, and 

hold the county harmless from any and all claims and proceedings relating to the approval of the 

license or relating to any damage to property or persons stemming from the commercial cannabis 

activity.  

 

C. Any person operating a cannabis distribution facility shall obtain a valid and fully executed 

commercial cannabis distribution license or provisional license from the state prior to 

commencing operations, and must maintain such license in good standing in order to continue 

operations.  

 

D. The property owner shall be responsible for ensuring that all commercial cannabis activities at the 

site operate in good standing with permits and licenses required by Trinity County Code and state 

law. Failure to take appropriate action to evict or otherwise remove licensees who do not maintain 

permits or licenses in good standing with the county or state shall be grounds for the suspension 

or revocation of a conditional use permit pursuant to this chapter.  

 

E. The distribution facility and activities shall be maintained in accordance with the operating plan 

associated with the conditional use permit and approved by the county.  

 

F. Any person who is not the legal owner of a parcel for which they are obtaining a conditional use 

permit to operate a cannabis distribution facility shall provide written and notarized authorization 

from the legal owner of the parcel prior to commencing activities included in the conditional use 

permit on such parcel. 

 

G. The cannabis distribution program fee is due annually on March 1st and is set at:  

 

1. Type 11: Six thousand dollars plus one thousand dollars towards the general plan update.  

2. Type 13 (transportation only): Two thousand dollars.  

3. Fees shall be paid thereafter annually prior to March 1st of each year.  
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H. The above fee amounts are not anticipated to fully cover the cost of administering this chapter; 

however, within twelve months of this chapter, the County may conduct a fee study to determine 

the total cost of administering this chapter.  

 

I. If, based on the results of the fee study, the fee needs to be increased, the county may increase the 

fee by way of resolution for any new or renewal registrations.  

 

J. If, based on the results of the fee study, the fee exceeds the cost of administering this chapter the 

county shall decrease the fee by way of resolution and shall also reimburse applicants their 

proportional share of any overpayment.  

 

Section 17.43F Distribution Regulations for Commercial Cannabis  

  

Section 17.43B.040 - Required Findings:  

 

The appropriate use permit for cannabis manufacturing shall not be granted by the appropriate authority 

unless all of the following findings are made based on substantial evidence: 

 

A. The manufacturing facility will comply with all of the requirements of the state and county 

for the cannabis manufacturing. This includes, but is not limited to, product safety, THC 

levels, edible standards, timelines, packaging and labeling requirements. 

 

Finding:  The applicant will be required to demonstrate compliance with state and county 

regulations enforced by the Manufactured Cannabis Safety Branch and County of Trinity in order 

to obtain and maintain their state and county licenses for non-volatile manufacturing.     

 

B. The manufacturing, as approved and conditioned will not result in significant unavoidable 

impacts on the environment. 

 

Finding:  The potential for the project to result in significant unavoidable impacts on the 

environment is addressed in the CEQA Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration that was 

prepared for this project.  The CEQA analysis determined that with the incorporation of 

mitigation measures and compliance with existing regulatory requirements, the impacts of the 

proposed project would be less than significant.  Therefore, the project would not result in 

significant unavoidable impacts on the environment. 

 

C. The manufacturing includes adequate quality control measures to ensure cannabis 

manufactured at the site meets industry state standards. 

 

Finding:  The applicant will be required to demonstrate compliance with state quality control 

measures enforced by the Manufactured Cannabis Safety Branch in order to obtain and maintain 

their state license for non-volatile manufacturing.     

 

D. The manufacturing facility does not pose a significant threat to the public or to neighboring 

uses from explosion or from the release of harmful gases, liquids or substances. 

 

Finding:  The applicant proposes non-volatile manufacturing activities, which do not have the 

potential for explosions or the release of harmful gases, liquids, or substances.  The non-volatile 

manufacturing activities would occur within enclosed structures that must be designed in 

compliance with state regulations to minimize potential impacts.  As designed and in compliance  
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with existing regulatory requirements, the proposed non-volatile manufacturing activities do not 

have the potential to pose a significant threat to the public or neighboring uses.    

 

Section 17.43B.050 – Required Conditions: 

 

In addition to any other conditions and mitigation that apply to all permits for cannabis manufacturing:  

 

A. The manufacturer shall allow access to the facility and access to records if requested by the 

county, its officers, or agents, for an annual inspection and submit to inspections from the 

county or its officers to verify compliance with all relevant rules, regulations and conditions.  

 

B. The applicant for the manufacturing facility and the property owner shall indemnify, defend, 

and hold the county harmless from any and all claims and proceedings relating to the 

approval of the permit or relating to any damage to property or persons stemming from the 

commercial cannabis activity. 

 

C. Any person operating a cannabis manufacturing facility shall obtain a valid and fully 

executed commercial cannabis manufacturing license from the state prior to commencing 

operations, and must maintain such license in good standing in order to continue operations.  

 

D. The property owner shall be responsible for ensuring that all commercial cannabis activities 

at the site operate in good standing with permits and licenses required by the Trinity County 

Code and California State law. Failure to take appropriate action to evict or otherwise remove 

operators who do not maintain permits or licenses in good standing with the county or state 

shall be grounds for the suspension or revocation of a use permit pursuant to this chapter.  

 

E. The manufacturing facilities and activities shall be maintained in accordance with the 

operating plans approved by the county.  

 

1. At any time during the license period, a licensee may request to change the 

manufacturing activities conducted at the licensed premises. All proposed changes 

require pre-approval, including infrastructure or building improvements specific to 

the new use. To request approval for proposed changes, the licensee shall submit a 

revised operating plan and drawings per Trinity County's application process.  

 

2. Any change requests shall be evaluated on a case-by-case basis by Trinity County 

Planning Department, and upon approval, the licensee may begin conducting the 

additional manufacturing operation or make the requested change to the premises. 

The existing license shall be amended to reflect the change in operations, if 

applicable, but the date of expiration shall not change.  

 

F. The cannabis manufacturing program fee is due annually from date of issuance and is set at:  

 

1. Type 6: Five thousand dollars plus one thousand dollars towards the general plan update.  

 

2. Type 7: Six thousand dollars plus one thousand dollars towards the general plan update.  

 

3. Type N: Two thousand dollars plus five hundred dollars towards the General Plan update.  

 

4. Type P: Two thousand dollars plus five hundred dollars towards the general plan update.  
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5. Type S: No fee for Trinity County Commercial Cannabis licensees; two thousand dollars 

for all other users. 

  

6. Shared Use Facility: One thousand five hundred dollars. 

  

7. Transfer fee to New Applicant: One thousand dollars.  

 

8. Transfer fee to New Site: Sixty percent of original license fee, prorated monthly.  

 

9. Renewal fee: Sixty percent of original license fee.  

 

G. The above fee amounts are not anticipated to fully cover the cost of administering this 

chapter; however, within twelve months of this chapter, the county shall conduct a fee study 

to determine the total cost of administering this chapter.  

 

1. If, based on the results of the fee study, the fee needs to be increased; the county may 

increase the fee by way of resolution for any new or renewal registrations.  

 

2. If, based on the results of the fee study, the fee exceeds the cost of administering this 

chapter the county shall decrease the fee by way of resolution and shall also 

reimburse applicants their proportional share of any overpayment.  

 

The following conditions of approval include the mitigation measures from the Initial Study/Mitigated 

Negative Declaration (SCH#: 2021040656) that was prepared for the proposed project.  The responsibility 

for implementation and timing of these mitigation measures is identified in the Mitigation, Monitoring, 

and Reporting Program. 

 

11. A-1: The Nursery would utilize only low‐intensity lighting, and the greenhouses will be covered at 

dusk so that no light/glare escapes. Security lighting will be directional and generally downcast to 

avoid any light and/or glare impacts on surrounding industrial properties or residences up on the 

bluff to the northeast. 

 

12. AQ-1: Any and all exhaust produced by the Project will be treated by forced-air venting through 

carbon filters to eliminate any potential impact from objectionable odors produced by the 

proposed operations at the Project site. 

 

13. BIO-1: The following measures shall be implemented to minimize potential impacts to resident 

and migratory wildlife utilizing habitat around the Project site:  

• All buildings and Project activity on the parcel should remain within a 150-foot disturbance 

buffer of the Class I stream, Weaver Creek, as per regulatory statutes.  

• The County Cannabis Cultivation ordinance (Ordinance No. 315-823 and amendments) as 

well as CDFA licensing regulations [3 California Code of Regulations (CCR) § 8304(c) 

and (g)] require light generated by the proposed project would be required to be both (1) 

downcast, shielded and/or screened to keep light from emanating offsite or into the sky, 

and (2) light uses for operations require that lighting in greenhouses is shielded so that little 

to no light escapes, and light shall not escape at a level that is visible from neighboring 

properties between sunset and sunrise.  

• The Nursery should utilize only low‐intensity lighting, and the greenhouses should be 

covered at dusk so that no light/glare escapes, per county requirements.  

• Security lighting should be directional and motion activated, and generally downcast to 

avoid any light and/or glare impacts. This implementation of the standard requirements of 
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the County’s General Plan and Weaverville Town Plan provides a uniform standard for 

reduction and minimization of light trespass.  

• All hazardous and non-hazardous waste should be collected and disposed of or recycled 

offsite. All trash should be disposed of regularly, so as not to attract wildlife. 

• Placement of temporary staging areas and other facilities shall avoid or minimize 

disturbance to habitat and remain outside of the 150-foot riparian buffer.  

• Vehicle speed shall be kept to a maximum of 10 mph while onsite to minimize dust 

generation. 

• All fuel sources and chemicals shall be stored and handled properly to prevent leakage into 

the environment and refueling and storage shall occur greater than 100 feet away from any 

creeks, or natural areas. 

• All refueling and pesticide and chemical storage and transfer should occur on top of an 

impermeable surface capable of completely containing any spillage. 

• Containers including buckets should be turned over on their sides to allow animals to 

escape when not in use. 

• Excavation and grading activities should be scheduled for dry weather periods to prevent 

additional sedimentation and erosion. 

• Loud activity exceeding 50 db 100 ft from the Project site, including construction activity 

with heavy machinery, should be completed outside of the northern spotted owl (NSO) 

breeding period (February 1- September 1), and within normal operating business hours (8 

AM- 5 PM). 

• Site activity post-construction should not regularly exceed 50 db 100 ft from the Project 

area to prevent disturbance to NSO, bats, and other wildlife. 

• Special care should be given to activity and disturbance during peak migration periods 

(Spring and Fall) to reduce disturbance to other migratory bird species utilizing adjacent 

habitat.  

• If shrubs and non-woody riparian vegetation are disturbed, they shall be replaced with 

similar native species appropriate to the site. 

• All vegetation shall be surveyed on foot once a year by staff and new outbreaks of any 

invasive weeds identified by the California Invasive Plant Council as noxious or invasive 

to be removed by the owner or qualified landscaping professionals. 

• The spread or introduction of exotic plant species shall be avoided to the maximum extent 

possible by avoiding areas with established native vegetation during cleanup/restoration 

activities, restoring disturbed areas with appropriate native species, and post-Project 

monitoring and control of exotic species. 

• Removal of invasive exotic species after construction activities is strongly recommended. 

Mechanical removal (hand tools, weed whacking, hand pulling) of exotics should be done 

in preparation for establishment of native plantings, if appropriate. 

 

14. CR-1: If cultural resources, such as chipped or ground stone, or bone are discovered during 

ground-disturbance activities, work shall be stopped within 50 feet of the discovery, as required 

by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; January 1999 Revised Guidelines, Title 14 

California Code of Regulations [CCR] 15064.5 (f)). Work near the archaeological finds shall not 

resume until a professional archaeologist, who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and 

Guidelines, has evaluated the material and offered recommendations for further action. 

 

15. CR-2: If In the event that previously unidentified evidence of human burial or human remains are 

discovered during project construction, work will stop at the discovery location, within 20 meters 

(66 feet), and any nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie human remains (Public Resources 

Code, Section 7050.5), the Trinity County Coroner must be informed and consulted, per State 

law. If the coroner determines the remains to be Native American, he or she shall contact the 
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Native American Heritage Commission within 24 hours. The Native American Heritage 

Commission shall identify the person or persons it believes to be the most likely descendent. The 

most likely descendent will be given an opportunity to make recommendations for means of 

treatment of the human remains and any associated grave goods. when the commission is unable 

to identify a descendant or the descendants identified fail to make a recommendation, or the 

landowner or his or her authorized representative rejects the recommendation of the descendants 

and the mediation provided for in subdivision (k) of Section 5097.94, if invoked, fails to provide 

measures acceptable to the landowner, the landowner or his or her authorized representative shall 

reinter the human remains and items associated with Native American human remains with 

appropriate dignity on the property in a location not subject to further and future subsurface 

disturbance. Work in the area shall not continue until the human remains are dealt with according 

to the recommendations of the County Coroner, Native American Heritage Commission and/or 

the most likely descendent have been implemented. 

 

The following conditions of approval include the relevant mitigation measures from the Environmental 

Impact Report (SCH#: 2018122049) that was prepared for the Amended Cannabis Program Ordinance 

(No. 315-849) adopted by the County Board of Supervisors on December 28, 2020: 

 

16. 3.1-1b: Maintain Cultivation Parcel 

License applications for new cultivation sites and requests for license renewal will maintain the 

parcel clear of trash and debris piles. No trash or debris, including abandoned cars, various woody  

 

materials, plastic tarps, cannabis waste, or household appliances, will be allowed to accumulate 

on the parcel for a period greater than two weeks for the life of the license. The County will 

inspect compliance with this measure prior to license renewal. 

 

17. 3.3-1a: Prohibit Burning Vegetation 

Prohibit the burning of vegetation that has been cleared for cultivation purposes. It should also be 

noted that CDFA regulations prohibit the burning of cannabis waste under CCR, Title 3, Division 

8, Chapter 1, Section 8308. 

 

18. 3.3-1b: Implement Diesel Engine Exhaust Control Measures and Dust Control 

Exhaust Control Measures:  All diesel-powered off-road equipment used in construction shall 

meet EPA’s Tier 4 emission standards as defined in 40 CFR 1039 and comply with the exhaust 

emission test procedures and provisions of 40 CFR Parts 1065 and 1068. Tier 3 models or best 

available construction equipment can be used if a Tier 4 version of the equipment type is not 

available. This measure can also be achieved by using battery-electric off-road equipment as it 

becomes available. Implementation of this measure shall be required in the contract the project 

applicant establishes with its construction contractors. 

Dust Control:  Construction activities will implement measures to control dust such as: 

• Water all exposed surfaces (e.g., parking areas, staging areas, soil piles, graded areas, and 

unpaved access roads) two times per day. 

• Cover all haul trucks transporting soil, sand, or other loose material off-site. 

• Remove all visible mud or dirt track-out onto adjacent roads. 

• Limit all construction vehicle speeds on unpaved roads to 15 miles per hour. 

 

19. 3.3-1c: Use Alternative Fuels 
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Renewable diesel (RD) fuel shall be used in diesel-powered construction equipment if 

commercially available in reasonable proximity. RD fuel must meet the following criteria:  

• meet California’s Low Carbon Fuel Standards and be certified by CARB Executive 

Officer; 

• be hydrogenation-derived (reaction with hydrogen at high temperatures) from 100 

percent biomass material (i.e., non-petroleum sources), such as animal fats and 

vegetables; 

• contain no fatty acids or functionalized fatty acid esters; and  

• have a chemical structure that is identical to petroleum-based diesel and complies with 

American Society for Testing and Materials D975 requirements for diesel fuels to ensure 

compatibility with all existing diesel engines. 

The County shall require implementation of this measure of the licensed entities building a new 

cannabis site. 

 

20. 3.3-2a: Limit the Use of Fossil Fuel–Powered Outdoor Power Equipment at All Commercial 

Cannabis Cultivation and Noncultivation Sites 

Limit the use of off-road equipment that is powered by gasoline, diesel, or other fossil fuels 

where available. This requirement does not apply to generators. 

 

21. 3.3-2b: Require Use of Low Emission Diesel Back-Up Generators at All Commercial 

Cannabis Cultivation and Noncultivation Sites 

 

All generators shall meet EPA’s Tier 4 emission standards as defined in 40 CFR 1039 and 

comply with the exhaust emission test procedures and provisions of 40 CFR Parts 1065 and 1068. 

Tier 3 models or best available model can be used if a Tier 4 version of the equipment type is not 

available. This measure can also be achieved by using battery-electric off-road equipment as it 

becomes available. Implementation of this measure shall be required in the contract the project 

applicant establishes with its construction contractors. 

 

22. 3.4-1c: Implement Measures to Avoid Introduction or Spread of Invasive Plant Species 

Compliance documentation will be provided to the County as part of the application materials and 

may be combined with required compliance with SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ to avoid 

the introduction or spread of plants classified as invasive plant species by the California Invasive 

Plant Council: 

• The application will include identification of invasive plant species that occur on the site 

to the extent practicable and where they are located, including noxious weed species 

prioritized by the Trinity County Weed Management Association. The application will 

identify specific measures to be employed for the removal invasive species and on-site 

management practices. 

• All invasive plant species shall be removed from the site using measures appropriate to 

the species to the extent practicable. For example, species that cannot easily reroot, 

resprout, or disperse seeds may be left on site in a debris pile. Species that resprout 

readily (e.g., English ivy) or disperse seeds (e.g., Pampas grass) should be hauled off-site 

and disposed of appropriately at a landfill site. 

• Applicants shall monitor annually to ensure successful removal and prevention of new 

infestations of invasive species. 

• Heavy equipment and other machinery shall be inspected for the presence of invasive 

species before on-site use, and shall be cleaned before entering the site, to reduce the risk 

of introducing invasive plant species. 
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• Only weed-free erosion control materials and mulch shall be used on-site. 

 

23. 3.4-2a: Conduct Preconstruction Surveys for Special-Status Amphibians 

Compliance documentation will be provided to the County as part of the application materials and 

may be combined with required compliance with SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ for the 

protection of special-status amphibian species from new development related to cannabis 

activities.  

• If special-status amphibians are detected during the initial biological reconnaissance 

survey (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a) or are determined to be likely to occur based on 

the presence of suitable habitat, consultation with CDFW shall be initiated to determine 

whether mitigation measures, such as project design modifications, relocation of the site, 

relocation of individual animals, or installation of exclusionary fencing, will be necessary 

and appropriate.  

• Regardless of detection during the initial biological reconnaissance survey, if suitable 

habitat for special-status amphibians is present within the proposed development area, a 

qualified biologist approved by the County and familiar with the life cycle of Cascades 

frog, foothill yellow-legged frog, Pacific tailed-frog, southern long-toed salamander, and 

southern torrent salamander shall conduct preconstruction surveys of proposed new 

development activities 24 hours before new development activities. Preconstruction 

surveys for special-status amphibians shall follow widely used and accepted standardized 

protocols that control for habitat type, seasonality, and environmental conditions, 

including the methods described in Considerations for Conserving Foothill Yellow- 

Legged Frog (CDFW 2018b), and Visual Encounter Survey Protocol for Rana Boylii in 

Lotic Environments (UC Davis 2017). Preconstruction surveys for special-status 

amphibian species shall be conducted throughout the proposed construction area and at 

least a 400-foot buffer around the proposed development area. Surveys shall consist of 

“visual encounter” as well as “walk and turn” surveys of areas beneath surface objects 

(e.g., rocks, leaf litter, moss mats, coarse woody debris) for salamanders, and visual 

searches for frogs. Preconstruction surveys shall be conducted within the appropriate 

season to maximize potential for observation for each species, and appropriate surveys 

will be conducted for the applicable life stages (i.e., eggs, larvae, adults).  

• If special-status amphibians are not detected during the preconstruction survey, then 

further mitigation is not required.  

• If special-status amphibians are detected during the preconstruction survey, work on the 

site shall not commence until the applicant has consulted with CDFW as described above. 

Injury to or mortality of special-status amphibians will be avoided by modifying project 

design, relocating the cultivation site, or relocating individual animals. If impacts to 

Cascades frog or foothill yellow-legged frog (both listed under CESA) are unavoidable, 

then the applicant will submit an incidental take permit (ITP) application to CDFW and 

receive take authorization before commencing development of the cultivation site. 

Conditions of incidental take authorization may include minimization measures to reduce 

impacts to individual Cascades frogs or foothill yellow-legged frogs, or compensation for 

loss of the species including but not limited to purchasing credits from a CDFW-

approved mitigation bank.  

 

In their comments on the project, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

has indicated that it is likely that special-status amphibians occur within the riparian 

habitat adjacent to the site.  Therefore, pre-construction surveys will be required for the 

project consistent with the requirements of Mitigation Measure 3.4-2a.   

 

24. 3.4-2b: Conduct Surveys for Western Pond Turtle and Relocate Individuals 
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Compliance documentation will be provided to the County as part of the application materials and 

may be combined with required compliance with SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ for the 

protection of western pond turtle from new development related to cannabis activities:  

• If pond turtles are detected during the initial biological reconnaissance survey (see 

Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a), preconstruction surveys, or are determined to be likely to 

occur, consultation with CDFW shall be initiated to determine whether additional 

measures, such as project design modifications, relocation of the site, relocation of 

individual animals by a qualified biologist with a valid CDFW Scientific Collecting 

Permit, or installation of exclusionary fencing, will be necessary and appropriate.  

• Regardless of detection during the initial biological reconnaissance survey, if suitable 

aquatic habitat for western pond turtle is present within the proposed development area, a 

qualified biologist approved by the County and familiar with the life history of western 

pond turtle shall conduct preconstruction surveys of proposed new development activities 

within 200 feet of any aquatic habitat 24 hours before such development activities.  

• If pond turtles are not detected during the preconstruction survey, then further mitigation 

is not required.  

• If pond turtles are detected during the preconstruction survey, then consultation with 

CDFW shall be initiated as described above. Injury or mortality of western pond turtle 

will be avoided through project design modification, cultivation site relocation, or 

relocation of the turtle by a qualified biologist with a valid CDFW Scientific Collecting 

Permit. If relocation of western pond turtles is determined to be necessary, turtles shall be 

relocated to similar nearby habitat free of predators (e.g., racoon, coyote, raptors, 

bullfrog, nonnative turtles, other western pond turtles) as determined by the qualified 

biologist. If western pond turtles are relocated, a report shall be submitted electronically 

to CDFW within 15 days of the relocation. The report shall include the location, date, 

time, and duration of collection and release; the number of individuals relocated; and 

identification of the qualified biologist.  

 

In their comments on the project, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

has indicated that it is likely that pond turtles occur within the riparian habitat adjacent to 

the site.  Therefore, pre-construction surveys will be required for the project consistent with 

the requirements of Mitigation Measure 3.4-2b.   

 

25. 3.4-2c: Conduct Preconstruction Nesting Raptor Surveys and Establish Protective Buffers  

Compliance documentation will be provided to the County as part of the application materials and 

may be combined with required compliance with SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ for the 

protection of nesting raptors from new development related to cannabis activities:  

• To minimize the potential for loss of nesting raptors, tree removal activities shall occur 

only during the nonbreeding season (September 1–January 31).  

• Prior to removal of any trees or ground-disturbing activities between February 1 and 

August 31, a qualified biologist approved by the County shall conduct preconstruction 

surveys for nesting raptors and shall identify active nests within 500 feet of the proposed 

development area. The surveys shall be conducted between February 1 and August 31.  

• Impacts to nesting raptors, including direct impacts and indirect impacts (e.g., noise, 

presence of construction crews) shall be avoided by establishing appropriate buffers 

around active nest sites identified during preconstruction raptor surveys. Factors to be 

considered for determining buffer size will include the presence of natural buffers 

provided by vegetation or topography; nest height; locations of foraging territory; and 

baseline levels of noise and human activity. Buffer size if the qualified biologist and the 

applicant, in consultation with CDFW, determine that such an adjustment would not be 

likely to adversely affect the nest. The buffer areas shall be protected with construction 
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fencing, and no activity shall occur within the buffer areas until the qualified biologist 

has determined, in coordination with CDFW, that the young have fledged, the nest is no 

longer active, or reducing the buffer would not likely result in nest abandonment. 

Monitoring of the nest by a qualified biologist approved by the County during and after 

construction activities (e.g., ground disturbance, vegetation removal, installation 

cultivation sites) will be required if the activity has potential to adversely affect the nest.  

• Removal of bald and golden eagle nests is prohibited regardless of the occupancy status 

under the federal Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. If bald or golden eagle nests are 

found during preconstruction surveys, then the nest tree shall not be removed.  

• Trees shall not be removed during the breeding season for nesting raptors unless a survey 

by the qualified biologist verifies that there is not an active nest in the tree.  

 

Due to the presence of suitable habitat for raptors adjacent to the project site, pre-

construction nesting bird surveys shall be conducted consistent with the requirements of 

Mitigation Measure 3.4-2c.  

 

26. 3.4-2e: Conduct Preconstruction Special-Status Nesting Bird Surveys and Establish 

Protective Buffers  

Compliance documentation will be provided to the County as part of the application materials and 

may be combined with required compliance with SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ for the 

protection of little willow flycatcher, olive-sided flycatcher, yellow warbler, yellow-breasted chat, 

or other bird nests from new development related to cannabis activities:  

• To minimize the potential for disturbance to or loss of little willow flycatcher, olive-sided 

flycatcher, yellow warbler, yellow-breasted chat, or other bird nests, vegetation removal 

activities shall occur only during the nonbreeding season (September 1-January 31).  

• If little willow flycatcher is detected during the initial biological reconnaissance survey 

(see Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a) or is determined to be likely to occur based on the 

presence of suitable habitat, a protocol-level survey shall be conducted by a qualified 

biologist familiar with the species and the protocol prior to removal of any vegetation or 

any ground disturbance. The protocol-level survey shall utilize methods outlined in A 

Willow Flycatcher Survey Protocol for California (Bombay et al. 2003).  

• If little willow flycatcher is determined to be present during the protocol-level survey, no 

development activity shall occur during the breeding season (May 1 through August 31) 

in and within 300 feet of the little willow flycatcher habitat. Development activities 

within or adjacent to identified little willow flycatcher habitat shall not damage or destroy 

willows or other riparian shrubs unless agreed upon through consultation with CDFW. 

• If olive-sided flycatcher, yellow warbler, yellow-breasted chat, or other bird nests are 

detected during the initial biological reconnaissance survey (see Mitigation Measure 3.4-

1a) or are determined to be likely to occur based on the presence of suitable habitat prior 

to removal of any vegetation or any ground disturbance between February 1 and August 

31, a qualified biologist approved by the County shall conduct preconstruction surveys 

for nests on any structure or vegetation planned for removal. The surveys shall be 

conducted no more than 7 days before construction commences. If no active nests are 

found during focused surveys, no further action under this measure will be required. If 

active nests are located during the preconstruction surveys, the biologist shall notify the 

Planning Director and CDFW. If deemed necessary by the Planning Director in 

consultation with CDFW, modifications to the project design to avoid removal of 

occupied habitat while still achieving project objectives may be required. If the County 

determines in consultation with CDFW that avoidance is not feasible or conflicts with 

project objectives, construction shall be prohibited within a minimum of 100 feet of the 

nest to avoid disturbance until the nest is no longer active.  
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Due to the presence of suitable habitat for nesting birds adjacent to the project site, pre-

construction nesting bird surveys shall be conducted consistent with the requirements of 

Mitigation Measure 3.4-2e.  

 

27. 3.4-2n: Implement Generator Noise Reduction Measures 

The cultivation of cannabis shall not exceed the noise level standards as set forth in the County 

General Plan: 55 A-weighted decibels (dBA)from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and 50 dBA from 7:00 

p.m. to 7:00 a.m. measured at the property line, except that generators associated with a 

commercial grow are not to be used between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. (Section 315-843[6][b]). 

The following additional noise performance standards shall apply to generator use: 

• Project-generated sound must not exceed ambient nesting conditions by 20-25 dBA. 

• Project-generated sound, when added to existing ambient conditions, must not exceed 90 

dBA. 

 

28. 3.8-1c: Renewable Electricity Requirements 

All electricity sources used for commercial cannabis cultivation, manufacturing, microbusinesses, 

non-storefront retail, testing, nurseries, and distribution shall be from renewable sources by 

conforming to one or more of the following standards: 

• Grid-based electricity supplied from 100 percent renewable sources 

• On-site power supplied fully by renewable source (e.g., photovoltaic system) 

• On-site power supplied by partial or wholly non-renewable source with purchase of 

carbon offset credits 

• Or some combination of the above. 

This mitigation measure is consistent with a local action measure recommended in Appendix B, 

Local Action, of the 2017 Scoping Plan, which reads, “Require on-site renewable energy 

generation” (CARB 2017:B-8). 

 

29. 3.10-1a: Demonstrate Compliance with Water Resource Standards 

Compliance documentation will be provided to the County as part of the application materials and 

may be combined with required compliance with SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ. 

• All cultivation sites (new and licensed renewals) are required to demonstrate compliance 

with all applicable requirements of SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ or any 

subsequent water quality standards that apply to all new commercial cannabis cultivation 

operations and will not limited by a minimum area of disturbance as part of application 

review and at annual licensed renewal. This will include documentation, Site 

Management Plan, and grading details prepared by a qualified professional to help ensure 

that any grading of the site will be stable and describing how stabilization will be 

achieved. The documentation will also identify the location of all water quality control 

features for the site and associated access roads. Roadway design, water quality control, 

and drainage features shall be designed and maintained to accommodate peak flow 

conditions and will be consistent with the Road Handbook, per CCR Title 14, Chapter 4. 

Compliance with water diversion standards and restrictions of SWRCB Order WQ 2019-

0001-DWQ will also be provided to the County. The County will annually inspect 

compliance with this measure as part of license issuance or license renewal to confirm 

compliance.  

• On-site sewage systems shall be designed to accommodate employees and seasonal 

employees during harvest consistent with the requirements of County Code of 

Ordinances Section 16.48.122. 
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• Applications will identify drainage and water quality controls for the site, including roads 

leading to and from a site, that ensure no sedimentation or other pollutants leave the site 

as part of project construction and operation.  Compliance with this requirement may be 

combined with the NPDES Construction General Permit compliance measures. Roadway 

design, water quality control, and drainage features shall be designed and maintained to 

accommodate peak flow conditions and will be consistent with the Five Counties 

Salmonid Conservation Roads Maintenance Manual. The County will annually inspect 

compliance with this measure as part of license issuance or license renewal to confirm 

compliance. 

 

30. 3.12-1: Implement Construction Noise Mitigation  

All outdoor construction activity and use of heavy equipment outdoors shall take place between 

7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

 

31. 3.14-3: Provide Site Access Free of Hazards Due to Geometric Roadway Design 

Applications for new commercial cannabis activities and license renewals for existing cannabis 

operations shall provide documentation showing that roadways providing site access are in 

compliance with Chapter 12.10: Design Policies of the Trinity County Code of Ordinances. New 

roadway water quality control and drainage features or new drainage features on existing 

roadways shall be designed to accommodate peak flow conditions and will be consistent with the 

Road Handbook, per CCR Title 14, Chapter 4 and SWRCB Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ. 

 

32. 3.14-4: Provide Adequate Emergency Access  

Applications for new commercial cannabis activities and license renewals for existing cannabis 

operations shall provide documentation showing that site access is in compliance with Chapter 

8.30 – Fire Safe Ordinance of the Trinity County Code. 

 

33. 3.15-3: Implement a Cannabis Waste Composting Management Plan 

Applicants for new commercial cannabis operations and relicensed sites will develop and 

implement a cannabis waste composting management plan if the operator proposes to dispose of 

cannabis waste through onsite composting. The plan shall meet all state requirements and the 

following requirements that will be confirmed by the County during inspections: 

• Designation of the composting area on a site plan that is contained within the site 

boundaries (must be located within the Designated Area for cultivation operations) that is 

of adequate size to accommodate site cannabis waste needs. 

• Identification of water quality control features that ensure no discharge of cannabis waste 

or other pollutants. 

• Details on routine management and equipment used in the composting area that ensures 

proper composting and control of odors, potential fuel hazards, and pests for the life of 

the cannabis operation. 

 

34. 3.16-2b: Implement Fire Prevention Measures for On-Site Construction and Maintenance 

Activities 

The operation of outdoor motorized equipment on-site for construction and maintenance activities 

shall be required to be covered under a fire protection plan that includes the following provisions: 

• Fire watch personnel responsible for watching for the occurrence of fire during and after 

equipment use shall be identified. 

• Equipment shall be located so that exhausts do not discharge against combustible 

materials. 
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• Equipment shall not be refueled while in operation and not until after a cooldown period. 

• Water and tools dedicated to firefighting shall be on hand in the area of onsite 

construction and maintenance activities at all times. 

• Designated smoking areas with cigarette disposal receptacles that are burn resistant. 

 

END OF CONDITIONS 

 

NOTE: Approval of this use permit will expire on June 10, 2023. Any request for a time extension and 

accompanying fees must be received by the Trinity County Planning Department 30 days prior to this 

expiration date.   
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Dear Supervisors, 

 

The appeal raises three allegations that the Project in not consistent with the General 
Plan, that there was inadequate CEQA review and the CUP lacked sufficient findings.  All three 
allegations must fail. 

 First, regarding consistency with the General Plan, the parcel where the Project is located 
is designated Industrial in the General Plan, which matches current and historic uses of the area. 
The county road accessing the parcel is Industrial Park Way.  When enacting the county 
ordinances regarding commercial cannabis Distribution, Nursery and Manufacturing, the 
Planning Commission and this Board, determined that those uses were appropriate in Industrial 
zones, specifically in Special Unit Development zones with underlying Industrial designations 
such as the case here.  Those ordinances were not challenged based on General Plan consistency. 

 Second, the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Project, prepared by SHN, was posted 
to the state clearinghouse, noticed in the Trinity Journal and made available in hard copy at the 
Trinity County Planning Department and online at the Planning Department website.  The only 
comments received were from the California Department of Fish & Wildlife, which were 
incorporated into the final document.  CEQA law is clear that only those persons or 
organizations that file comments can challenge a final CEQA document. 

 Finally, both the Trinity County Commercial Cannabis Distribution & Manufacturing 
Ordinances require specific findings to be made prior to the approval of any CUP authorizing 
those activities.  At its June 10, 2021 meeting, the Planning Commission made specific findings 
consistent with the requirements in both those ordinances. 

 

 The Applicant respectfully requests that the Board deny this appeal and allow the 
Conditional Use Permit approved by the Planning Commission to issue. 

 

        Thank you, 

 

 

        Tom Ballanco, Applicant 
        Trinity Equipment & Materials 
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From: Sally Barrow
To: clerkoftheboard; Kim Hunter; Keith Groves; Liam Gogan; Jill Cox; Dan Frasier; Jeremy Brown
Subject: Industrial Park cannabis facility appeal
Date: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 8:33:45 AM

I would like to ask the Board to consider the benefit to Weaverville from this cannabis project
at the Industrial Park.  Weaverville is within the opt out for commercial cannabis.  I have to
believe that the number of legal grows here must be small.  There are few Weaverville
permitted grows that need to purchase the certified clones proposed at this facility. There are
few Weaverville permitted grows that need to process their product at this facility.  And I
believe there are very few people living in Weaverville that wish to smoke cannabis that don't
know how to get it.  I am guessing zero Weaverville residents are driving to the nearest
dispensary to purchase their weed.  It seems that this facility is being built to benefit
communities other than Weaverville, with Weaverville experiencing the major changes
associated with it.  
Please proceed thoughtfully.

Sally Barrow
Bear Creek Road
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From: Thomas Sanders
To: clerkoftheboard; Jill Cox; Liam Gogan; Jeremy Brown; Dan Frasier; Keith Groves
Subject: Industrial Park Cannabis Appeal
Date: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 10:11:37 PM

Greeting to the Trinity County Board of Supervisors

It is wise to consider lessons from past decisions when considering new ones.  Rather than
creating new Cannabis Zoning, Trinity County's Cannabis Ordinance was created with an out
of date General Plan.  Many of the Cannabis related appeals before the Board involve land use
issues that point to the need for an updated General Plan.  

The Industrial Park development was misnamed as there is no industrial-applied use since the
essential oils manufacturing plant left and the County remodeled the existing building into
what is now known and used as a community Performing Arts Center.  Additionally, there is
Shasta College and what will soon be a Medical Clinic in this "Industrial Park".  Past history
of this area indicates that it best serves  Weaverville and Trinity County community's needs
for health care, entertainment and education, not commercial or industrial uses.

There is now, more than ever, a need for an updated General Plan that addresses Commercial
Cannabis distribution outlets, nurseries and cultivation areas that will not conflict with existing
public use areas such as rural residential properties, restaurants, retail, schools, churches,
medical facilities and auditoriums.  Public use facilities do not mix well with commercial
cannabis.
Until the General Plan is updated I believe that important decisions such as allowing a
commercial cannabis facility in a public use area should not be considered.  To allow the
proposed cannabis business in the Industrial Parkway would set a precedent for allowing
commercial cannabis in an area (Weaverville Community Service District) that is designated a
cannabis opt out area.

It is wise to learn from the past when creating the future.  Your decisions and votes will have
future impacts either beneficial or harmful.  I pray that you all will use wisdom and
discernment to reach your decisions.

Thanks to you all for your consideration,
Tom Sanders 
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